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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


If the methods of educating onr young men had been directed to 
their proper channel, so important n subject ns the art of letter- 
writing should have received greater attention than is bestowed on it. 
There is hard)} an) composition, whicli is recon cd and lead with 
more atidit} b\* men, tlian the epistolary coircspondenco ol their 
children reading at n distant school Applications for leaxe of 
absence, for giant of scholarships, for admission or withdraual, from 
stndent -5 to schoolmasters, aluais lay the former to a severer exami- 
nation of their breeding, sense, and nbilitj, than an oral disconrse 
or any other form of i\ riting And, yet, with hmnilntion it must 
bo confessed, neither parents nor schoolmasters afford, m the conrso 
of their bo}3* education any facility for forming a style in writing 
letters, which would be the moica sonreo of gratification and enter- 
tainment to themselves, and of advantage to the boys in the conduct 
of life, the less free it was from inaccuracy and improprietj. 

The greatest drawback is, there is no text book exactly smtablo 
for our purpose. The numerous Letter ATritors” publiebccl m 
England or those published in tins country in imitation of the 
former gno far greater prominence to tho requirements of snitois, 
traders, gardeners, parish doctors, etc. than those of tho Indian 
student, and are, in a way, useless to him. 

This little hook is the first attempt, so far as we know, that has 
been made to pre&ent to Indian students a veij cheap and handy 
treuH&o on the art of writing letters, such only ns they Im\c tho 
occasion to pen in all tlie occurrences of thou achonl or college 
career. Letters on love, marriage, courtship and lilco suojects have 
been excluded, while due prominence has been given to such ns a 
student may ba\c to write to his headmaster, principal, friends, and 
relatives Loiters on business and for appointments have of course 
been given, 

Tho book IS mtciulod mainly for stndentc; it is hoped, however, 
it may also be found useful bj clerks and others. 

THE AUTHORS. 


25th SepUmoer^ ISDl, 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


It is highly gratifying to find that schoolmasters have gradually 
been recognising the necessity of teaching their boys how to wiite 
letters The fiist year this little book was out, none caiedtosend 
for more than a single copy And now applications are received 
from almost every disti ict in these provinces for 10, 20 and even 
60 copies at a time The Director of Public Insti action, in th£ 
curricnlum issued by him in July last, prescribed letter-writing as one 
of the subjects to be taught iii the Middle classes, and this, it musi 
be acknowledged, has been contiibnting not a little to the rapid sail 
of our work. 

The use of this book i& not confined to N -W P and Oudh, but 
it IS also used in some schools of Behai and Bengal 

In return foi favour shown to us, the present edition has beer 
carefully revi^nd The nnmboi of letters has .been inci cased, anc 
some new features have been introduced 

THE AUTHOES. 


18th August, 1897 
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THE 

INDIAN STUDENT’S 

LETTER-WRITER. 

CHAPTER I. 

FORMS OF DATE, ADDRESS, SUBSCRIPTION, ETC. 

All letters follow a ceitam method as to format of date^ 
address, etc at their beirinnmg, and forms of sxilscripiion, etc 
at their end. The use of these methods has become so 
nniversal that to depart from them would betray ill-breed- 
ing and Ignorance. 

Date and Address — In letters to heads of Schools and Colleges, 
and to friends and relatives, the tegxiiai vale is to write the 
address of the sender and date at the top of the paper on the 
right hand side The name of ojaicial designation oi only the 
designation of the head of a School or College should be 
written on the left hand side, a little below the date In 
oidinary letters, the name and addiess of the person xuritten 
to IS placed at the end of the letter on the left hand side. 
The name ot the writer is found from the signature alone 

The date should be wi itten in the form 15th May, 1888, 
or May loth, 1888, or the ordinal sign (th) may be omitted’ 
and the date wi itten 15 Alay, 1888 ’ 

The woids and t/jfi before the date, as Bated the 
15th May, 1888, should never be used in letters to friends 
and lelatives 

In letters between intimate friends and relatives, the 
name of the person written to, (which is^usually inserted at 
tJie end of tlio letter on tlxo left lidud side,) is omitted* 
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"When familial notes are exchanged between friends at 
the same stalion, the address of the sender need not be given, 
and instead of the date, the day of the week niaj be inserted. 

Sometimes m familiar letters, the address of the wiiter 
and date aie given at the end of the lettei on the left hand 
side 

In letters on business, the name of the fii m to which a 
letter is sent is usnallv wiitten on the left hand bide, a little 
below the addiess of the seiidei and date A short forln of 
the date is sometimes thus used in business letteis — 
15/5/88 This irapli'^s “ 15th May, 1888 ”, the joj standing 
for May, which is the 5th month in the yeai For 15/5/88, 
15-5-88 maj bo substituted 

In letters for appointmeiils, the name ot the person to 
which an iinplicatioii is made is wi itten on the left hand side 
In such lettei b, the form 15/5/88 is never employed 

Same of Addic&sce — In letteis to fiiends and relatives, when 
it may bo necessaiy to give the name of the addressee 
at the top or the end, it should be given in full with Mr 
or Babtt at the commencement, cr Esq at the end of the 
name Two diffeiont titles, such as Mr along with Esq, 
should in no case bo given 

In letters to teachers and applications for appointments, 
Esq would be more respectful than Mr 

I 

Messj's IS the usual foim of title to films, as, Messrs. 
Groodman and Sons , Messrs Aibuthnot, Stanley and Co 

In letters addressed to Clergymen, the title Rev oi The 
Rev IS used befoie the name as, The Rev B Lorbeei If 
the initial is not known, the student shonld write The Rev 
il/i Lorbeer, but not The Rev Lorbeei 

The form of Address — Depends altogether upon the amount 
of intimacy oi the degree of relationship existing between the 
writer and the addressee. 
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The* form Dear Mi\ /? im Chandra or \1y dear Balm 
Tulti flam implif's a tertun Ho^ioe of intimacy Vriien the 
person wiitten to is a lainiliai acqnamtiinno oi fiienrl of the 
writer, tho Babn oi Mr (as the case may be), is generally 
dropped, and Dear Ilam^ oi Mi/ dear Ram is the foim 
used. 


In writing to a more acqn.untance, tho form Dear Sir is 
employed 

In writing to a In other, Jhar Bt other, or 1/// dear Bi other 
is used, and so to .i airier, My Dear Sitin' To a paicnt, ^ft/ 
dear Fat fun ^ or Dear Fat het , Dear Mothei , oi Mi/ deai Motfu r 
JJtar Sir or Dear A/adcm nny be used To a yonnger 
hrotliei, the foim dO/ dcai lJarL)i,shen (DarLtisheti being 
the name), may ho given 

Str — Is the most formal, though a compioliensn*e form, 
and may with propriety be used to tho highest o0icial as well 
as to a shopkeopoi (1) It intiet bo used in all official lotleis. 
(2) It may bo used in a Icilor to any body v itb whom tho 
wiiter is not familiar (3) It may be used to a subouhnate, 
a servant, 01 aielative, when tho vviitor docs not choose to 
be familial with him 


Tho foirns Honoured Sir, Respected Sir so frequently used 
by Indian wiitoi-s in addressing snpciioi officials, aie con- 
trary to modem nsago. 

The form Dear Sir is lo^s informal than &V, and may bo 
nsed to all w itn whom the writer, if he is not on intimate 
terms, would not maintain ix cold relation. 


To the Pimcipal 01 Headmaster of an institution, Sir or 
Dear Sir is used If the teacher be a olerg) man, it is pi oner 
to write Rev Sir, or Rev, and Dear Sir , tho' Rev. being a con- 
traction of Reierend. * 


Sirs, Gentlemen, Dear Sirs,ave the forms used in address- 


ing mercantile firms. 
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The initial form of address may be repeated before ' 
the snbscnption, but it must not be used in a different form 
from that used m the addiess It is impioper to begin 
a letter with “ Dear Sir ” and to end it with “I remain, Sir ” 
Here “ I remain, Dear Sii ” would be correct 

Body of lettei. — For body of the letter, see the next chapter 
on Style 

Forms of Subscription — ^The melhod of ending a letter is 
no less important than that of beginning it, so that especial 
care is needed for learning it 

In letters to relatives^ the lelationship is usually expressed 
by the subsci iption. Your loving hrothe7 , Your affectionate son, 
Your dutiful son, Your loving son Or, the snbsoription may 
simply be Yours afectionately 

In letters to very intimate and deal friends, the usual sub- 
sci iption 13 Yours affectionately, or, raoie simply, Ever yours. 
Yours ever, Youi s always < 

Le^s familial forms of subscription than the above are 
Yowis sincerely, Youisveiy sincetely, Yonis very truly, ov Ever 
youis sincerely, Ever youis tiuly, or they may be wiitten Sin- 
cerely yours, Vei y sincerely yours, Ti uly yours, etc 

I have the honor to be, 

SlB, 

Youi most obedient seivant, 

ROBERT BROWN 

The above is the -strictly official foim of subscription 
It may be used in all letters for appointments In such 
letters, less infoimal toims than the above which may be used 
are Yours obediently, Yowis i especlfully 

A student writing to the head of a School oi College may 
use the above official form of subscription oi substitute the 
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word “pnpil * for ‘ servant ” When, however, he uses the 
words Dear Sir,” the subscription must bo • — 

I am, (or 1 remain,) 

Dear Sir, 

Tour obedient Pupil, 

(or YobRS OBUDIENTLY ) 

J, ADAMS. 


Tours faithfully and Your truly .are omploj’cd in ordinal y 
con pspondence and may housed m writing to any body. 
The form expresses the lea«t amount of familiarity, and 
may be used to a perfect sti anger : it is generally used in 
business letters, w hen it may be contracted into yrs jjly 

Yours sinceichj is the form used between acquaintances 
and ordinary Inends. 

Yours icry sincerely indicates a considerable amount of 
friendship. 


When Dear Sir^ or Dear Madam has been used, the forms 
lour^ failh/nUv, Yours truly, Youis obedtentlif may be used. 

W ith ^fy deal Sir or My dear Madam, the forms Pours 
very tinly, ] ours leiy sincerely may bo adopted. 

Beiore the strictly ofiidal form of subscription the ex- 
pre==sion “I am’ or “I remain” or “1 have the honor 
to be must be used Before other forms of subscription, it 
may or may not be used 


IS 


Signiitnrc -Ihe name of the writer in ordinary letteri 
... found fiom the signature only, which should bo mad< 
immediately below the form of subscription In letter or 
business in pai ticnlar, the name should be written mosi 
legibly, A candidate for a public examination had thi 
raortificption ot sending three letters in succession to th( 
liejjistrar for a forni and yet not obtaining it in time foi 
the mere rea«;on that his signature was illegible Jt u 
essential that the leceiver of a letter should kuow from 

ri ascertained at 

the first glance, both delay and loss might ensue 



( 6 ) 

A person, whose nume is Henry Steel Smith, may sign 
his name in foni ways, i H S Smith, Hem y S Smith, 
E Steel Smith, or \n {vlW Hem y Steel Smith When initials 
are given, after each initial a peiiod should be inserted An 
Indian, whose name is Damodar Kesho Mavalankar, should 
follow the game principle as the person, whose name is Hemy 
Steel Smith Honorific titles added to one s own name 
' except in testimonials, official correspondence, and letters of 
introduction imply a had taste 

Forms of Diieetion — The rules given for the address in 
the letter must be followed most caiefully on the coier. 
The first line, or the fiist two lines when necessary, con- 
tain the name or designation , it is not usual to put To 
before the name The letters B A , M A , LL B , etc , 
representing university degices oi other titles, should be 
placed after the name, or, if E$q be used, aftei E'^g When 
the addressee lives at the house of a thud person, the letters 
cjo, a conti action of cme o/ should he wiitten before the name 
of the host The next hue, commencing a little to the right 
of the pieceding ones, contains the number in, and the name 
of, the stieet Unless it is requiied to give the District, the 
name of the post town should foim the last line and be writ- 
ten large near the lowei right hand edge of the envelope 
The word At betoiethe name of a town should never be used 
The following are samples of addi esses — ' 

Ho 1 — Babu Ram Avatar Singh, B A , 

Government Pensioner, 

Chabk, 

Benavc-S, 

No 2 — The Registrar, 

University op Bombay 

Bombay 

No 3 — Kalyan Ram Iyer, Esq, LL -B, 

0/0 Rev H Lorbebr, 

75, Clive Street, 

Huyhh, 
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The folio-wing will furnish a collect idea of the geneial 
> form of a letter — 

No. 1.'— To The Head or a School. 

(A) 

Daraganj, Allahabad. 

(B) 4th July, 1892. 

To 

The HEADMASTER, 

District School, 

Allahabad. 

(C) 

Sib, 

m 

My father is ill, and there is no one at home other than 
myself to attend to him Will you therefoie be kind enough 
to grant me leave of absence till my father is sujBSciently 
cured to dispense with my attendance ? My father says he 
will be much obliged to you if you will grant me this 
favour. 


To 


{F) 


iF) 

1 remain, 

Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
SULTAN MIRZA, 
8th Class. 


The headmaster, 

District School, 
Allahabad. 
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No. 2 — To A Giass-friend 


(^) 

My dear Saghobib, 
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It will give me much pleasuie to call at your place, as 
desired, punctually at four. 

(O 

Tours most sincerely, 

GUR PERSHAU 

(- 0 ) , 

Sabzimandi, 

Sunday. 

(JB) 

Babu Raghobib Prasad 

Jhansz. 

No 3 —To A Relative 

(A) 

Gdlabganj,, Agra 
(R) inn May, 1892 

My dear father, 

(G) 

1 reached here safe this morning; you need not be anxious 
for me. More hereafter With Pronams to you, 

T 

i remain, > 
Your affectionate son, 
JUGAL KISHORE 
(E) 



Babu Ram Bbhari Lal, 

Pleader, 

Dltn^-nore, 
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ITO, 4.— To A 2 J Acqtjaii?Tx\noc. 


W 

BazaJxV, Lvhore ; 
(jB) ISth Axigxist^ 1 S 98 . 

Dear Sir, {€) 

I am in receipt of yonr letter. I will send yon the infor- 
mation as soon as it is obtained. You need not serve me 
with a remindei . 

P) 

(JS) * Yonra tiiily, 

Babu Do3l\n Lal. jay CHAUD. 

{F) 



Babu DomxVN Lal, 

Pleader, Chief Court, 

Indoxe 

3Sio 5. — ^To A Business Firm. 

Dalmandi, UnxVO : 

(D) 17-7-91. 

Messrs Thx\cker, Spink, & Co., 

(O 

Dear Sirs, {D) 

Have the goodness to send the following books per 
Y. P. P. and oblige 

{E) 

Yours faithfully, 

. (F) CniNTAMAN LAL. 



Messrs THACKER, SPINK, & Co , 

"selllrs, Publishers, etc , 

Calcutta, 
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No 6 — Application 


( 5 ) 


(^) 

Katka Road, Allahabad , 
rah Apnl, 1803 


To The Secretary to the Goyernsient op India 

Appointment Department, 

Simla 


Sir, 


(Q 


P) 


I respectfnlly beg that you will favour me with a copy 
of rules for the ensuing Subordinate Executive service exa- 
mination of Bengal 

{E) 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
TULSI RAM 


(F) 


Stamped 


To The Secretary to the Government op Bengal, 

^ppointniBofi ]36p3riini6nir^ 
Simla 


CHAPTER II 

STYLE OF LETTERS, ETC. 

The style ot letters vanes with the natnre of the corres- 
pondence Letters on business should be correct in statement. 
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clear in moaiimo and concise in form Loiters to friends and 
rehtim sboiild be the eopies of eonveisation, that is, wutten 
in a con\ersational stylo. Oonsnlei what yon would say to 
yonr friend or lelafne, if ho weie sittinij b} jou, and w’lito 
down the vciy things ^ou would then speak Accoiding to 
Cowpoi, no mean judge of lcttei«, “ talking letter^” arc tho 
pleasantest. The ‘sU Ic of letter for ap})oiutmcnt should be 
dmnificd Lclte^^ to teacliei s should be respectful The)’’ 
hold an intoi mediate place between lettois to lel.itives and 
Ictteis for appointments Loit,ci‘« for appointments must 
not bo uiado the \ chicle's for convoying sentiments oi appeals 
to peisonal feelings. 

A careful attention to the rnles of oitliogiapby and syn- 
tax is ot the highest impoitance Students of tho lower 
forms should make thou bentcnces shoit, as this is tho only 
safeguard against giammntical eiioi< The tcmpt.ation of 
using long woids liom the dictionaiv, the meaning ol v'hich 
is not propeilj undeiatood, should he caiefnlly avoidorl- 
Stalo quotations an I extracts fiom writeis like Johnson, 
mixed w’lth unidioin.itic English aio objection ible Exag- 
gerated o\prc'«sionsol log.iul and piofuse compliments, com- 
mon in an Oiiental Vernacular, aie altogcthei opposed to 
Enghsh taste 

The habit of underlining over^ woid with a view to make 
it emph.itio is ohjcctionahle Each woul should bo so jilaced 
in a sentence as to indicate by its vei j position any stress 
that js to be hud on it 

Too many paiontheses in a *5ontence cause ohscmitj 

Ahbiev lations or conti ictions such as ip’s lor i/ours, imply 
haste or negligence, and aie, Uioioioio, inadmissible except 
in commercial lettois, hut m famihai letteis, oonvei satioiial 
contractions, such as /’wi, I'll donH are permissible 

Postscripts indicate thoiightlesbiio'^s, and should he avoid- 
ed m formal coi respond ence. 
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Saseple Letters 

Some sample letters are here given, showing the kind 
of phraseology suitable in (1) letters on business, (2) letters 
to friends and relatives, (3) letters oi applications for appoint- 
ments, (4) letters to teachers, (5) Letteis of Intioduetion, 
(6) Letters of Congratulation, and (7) Letters of Condolence 

(1 )— LETTERS ON BUSINESS 
No 1 —(Asking for some books ) 

Lal Darwaza, Ghazipur , 
16th June^ 1896, 

To LA LA RAM NARAIN LAL, 

Bookseller and Publisher, 

Allahabad. 

Dear Sir (or Sir), 

I shall be obliged if you vvill send me the books named 
in the accompanying list I have sent a money ordei which 
will cover the pi ice of the books and postage, etc 

Yours faithfully, 

INAYET MASIH 

No 2— (Asking for a Catalogue ) 

Kaisarbagh, Lucknow , 
15-9-92 

To Messrs THACKER, SPINK, & Co, 

Calcutta 

Dear Sirs (or Gentlemen, or Sirs), 

I shall be obliged if you will kindly send ''me your latest 
catalogue of s( hool books, as 1 am in need of a number of 
books for which 1 shall possibly send you an order 

Yours faithfully, 

BHAGWAN DIN. 
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No 3 — (Subsonbing to a Nev’spapor ) 

Katha, Allahabad, 
30-6-93. 


Thk manager, 

“ Statesman and Friend of India,” 

Calcutta 

De\b Sm (or Sik), 

1 request } ou will place my name down in tlie list of 
yooT subscribers to the urokly edition of tlie “ Statesman. ’ 
IPleaso find enclosed herein a elieqne loi Rs 8 in payment 
of subscription foi one year from 1st Jul}', 1893 to 30th 
June, 1894, 

1 remain, 

Youi s faithfully. 

RAJ KISHORE LAL. 

No 4 —{Opontng Account at a Post Ollloo Savings Bank ) 

21, OnixTA^rAKi's Lvxe, Calcutta; 
15lh March, 1S93 

To The POSTMASTER, 

Beadol Post Offict, 

Calcutta 

Sir, 

1 have the pleasure to enclose currency notes to the value 
of Rupees 25 and request that j ou will be good enough to 
place the same to the credit of an account to bo opened in, 
niy name, 

I am, Sir, 

^ Yours faithfully, 

BINODE BEHARI GUPTA. 



( w ) 

No 6 — (Oomplaimne of aa erior in an account ) 

PiPAL Mandi, Agk\ , 
27th May, 1892 

To Messrs. NEWBURY, SMITH, & Co 
Dear Sirs 

On osamiRinjT the account you have sent me of the boohs 
upphed duinig the piesent month, I find that you have 
charged me for 10 copies of Huntei’s “ History oi India” 
and a copy ot Bunver’s “ Handbook ot Allu&ions ” that I 
neithei sent toi uor received It ^ou will look at the orders 
sent you and at the list of books despatched, you will discover 
the niistiUe that has been evid< ntly made in 3 'oar office. 
I hope }ou will send mo a eoriocted bill 

Yours faithfully, 

RAM DAS 

As has already been stited, a student writing a business 
letter must always bear in mind three cautions , he must be 
collect, deal, and concise Meiely to older For a box of nibs 
A\ill not do, for a box may contain 500 mbs, while the student 
j probably wants only 50 Legibility is ulso of great import- 
> ance, 01 the writer may experience something similar to the 
Etawah merchant, who wiote for five thousand mangoes and 
received from Agra a cait load of monleys with an assurance 
that more should follow as soon as a fi esh collection could 
ho made / . 

Expressions of friendship in a letter on business, such 
as “ With kind regards ” or “‘Hoping that you are well” 
seem absurd ^ 

(2)~LBTTERS TO FRIENDS AND RELATIVES 
No 1 — To a fellow-student 
Mt dear Beni Madho, 

The School closes, I hear, on Thursday, 
the 4th instant. Please let me know if you intend to leave 
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Benares the xery first day of tho \nc.ition If <50, we mi'sbt 
tra\ol lo^cthoii so tui at least at Galunai. I go by tho 
evening mail. 

Sineoreh Aonr-. 

itiShCR PoKHR\ ; Tun&DVY. NEWAL KlSllOHE. 


No 2 ~Rcpl 3 r to tho above 
JJl DF\U KrWAL, 

1 lintl no u'lnij to start on the vei \ first 
day, buti'' von "o that day I shall he \ei} lilad to ln\o \ou 
telloa-iMssonger, I shall call aj )our ]>hte this e\omng 
to arrange unit tors 

Yonr*^ Miiccirlv, 

Wednesdai/ morno\g. BENI MAlJliO. 


No 3 —To a brother 


My DRAR Sadho Sar\n. 


Boarding Tlocsn t 
2oth Jpnl^ ISOL 


1 got 3 0131 Icitoi a neek ago I 
hope yon will not think inj past silence at all in need of 
apology, when 3 ou roineinbei that oui oxiuninatiou onl}^ closed 
on Tncaday I knoiv )on aro verv anxious to hear how 1 did 
at the examination, but 1 nmairuid it nonld be piematnro to 
sa}' at present anything defiuUoly about it The losult will 
bo out m a niontli and then j on may havo your curiosity 
satisfied. Tho Jaw classes ha>o not yet closed, and 1 can't go 
away before the \acation. Believe me, I am as much anxious 
to see } ou as you say you aro to see rao But there is no 
help. With my love to you and mother dear, 


I remain, 

Yotir aftcctionatc brother, 


KAM SARAN LAL. 


P N. Mothei, I am afraid, will be augi 3 >- at the vaguo 
account I have given of mj’ examination. Well then, toll her 
X havo done tairly well, though not quite as well as I ci.pectcd. 
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/ 

Wo 4 —(To a father ) 

3, MinzziPUB Street, Calodtta , 

July 9M, 1893 

My dear father, 

I have hardly time to write you a long 
letter, hut the pleasing natuie of my intelligence, will, I hope, 
make up for its shortness 

After a week’s examination, I am decided to be the first 
student of my class — an honoi I scarcely hoped for, since 
my reading had been so veiy broken and interinpted The 
contest was very stiff, and the boys all acquitted themselves 
veiy well. Yon can hardly conceive with what pleasure 
my friends flocked round me, the day the result was an- 
nounced I found many of them seeking me all over the 
school, in ordei to be the first to communicate the good 
tidings 

I am now entitled to a scholarship amounting to fifteen 
rupees a month, so that, ray deal father, as long as 1 hold 
this scbolaiship I shall no more require the snm, you have 
been straining youiself so long to send me every month. The 
scholaiship is tenable foi 10 months My situation is now 
veiy favourable, and I believe my way through school clear 
before me You need not, theiefoie, I pray, be in the least 
anxious on my account 

Tell my dear mother that my thoughts are often with 
her Never do I lay myself on the bed until my parents 
have passed before me in my prayeis, and never do 1 find 
myself asleep, until 1 have sent many a sad and sweet re- 
flection after them 

With my best love to you and mother, 

I remain, 

My dear father, 

Your affectionate and dutiful son, 
JAGERNATH PRASAD. 
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The best fbr->ctions for viifmir letter^ to friends and 
relatives are, ‘ Tute as yoa speat : \\rite jasr \vhat yon 
have to say : rite exact! v the things you faeF' Students 
should careful! V obev these uirections 

(S)-APPL'CATIONS FOR APPOIKT3IBNTS 
2To 1 —{In ansv^er to an advertisement for a clerk ) 

jHAr Lvr/s B.vzar, Lucblstow • 
31st Marshy 1894 
To 

K— 75. 

Sib, 

H.iiing seen your advertisement in the “ Express” for a 

cierk on a sa!*ry o{ Ks lo I beg lea\e to apply for the 

vacant situation in vonr office 
0 

I hat e only recently left school and possess no actual 
experience of a cU rk’s duties, but being abl“ to calculate 
accurately and iirite neall}, I piobibly could make nnself 
useful in a ver> short time 

I enclose copie> of ny testimonial'^ vouching for my 
re>ppcubiiity lud character from the head master of the 
school which 1 attended 

I am. Sir, 

Tour oboihent servant. 

KARUI BAKHSH. 

No 2— (In ansver to an advertisement for a cleik.) 
[Advebtise^ieot pa<ied ik“ ] 

Thaxdi Sarak. Caw'xpobe ; 
15fh June, 1893 
To 

The G02VTR0LLER OF STORES, E I Ely. 

Ciiwnpoi’e. 

fSlR, 

Permit me to address you on the subject of the above 

raic -ipnhcaiits oat the 'Ki\crtis>e’'ifiat from the paper m which it is 
insKteJ and paste it neatly ^t the head of their sheet. 

2 
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advertisement for a clerk practically acquainted with book- 
keeping and accounts i 

I passed the School Final Examination of the University 
of Madras in 1889, and as I looked forwaid to trading or 
meicantile pursuits in aftei life, my optional bianch had 
consisted ot book-keeping, accounts and commoicial cor- 
respondence 

I have been serving as a clerk in the office of Messrs 
Hume, Stanley & Oo , Kinari Basiar, foi upwaids of two 
years I have now gained a thoiough knowledge of the 
system of book-keeping, and have been accustomed to deal 
with accounts of almost every kind 

Copies of testimonials from the university and the firm 
by which 1 am at present employed are herewith torv irded 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, ' 
RAMA SW AMI AlYAR 
No 3 —{In answer to an advertisement for a private tutor ) 

Babfaganj, Patna, 
&t/i Septemhei , 1891. 
To 

MAUL VI MEHDI ALI SAHIB, 

Banhpui 

Sir, 

Having seen your notice m the advertisement columns of 
the “ Patna Gazette ” for a private tutor for youi son, I beg 
leave to ofFei my services 

I have passed the F A Examination of the Calcutta 
University, being placed m Class I, and am at present pre- 
pai mg for the pleadership examination of the Calcutta High 
Court 

1 have got some experience inpiivate teaching, having 
coached a son of Munshi Gauhai Ah foi the late Minor 
Examination, which he passed successfully I was also the 
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private tutor of the nephew of Babu Parmeshwar Narain 
Mahta, Zammdar, Bath, foi 2 yeais. I beg to enclose 
copies ot testimonials fioni these gentlemen. 

I should be able to give yon any time that you might 
\Msh for, except the evening, when I am required to attend 
the law class 

My age is twenty-thiee years The salaiy I expect is 
Rs 30 a month foi 2-V boms’ daily attendance. 

I remain, 

Sir, 

Youis obediently, 
RAHAT HUSAIN. 

No 4 —(For employment ) 

Sadjlrbazar, Lucknow ; 

10th June, 1889. 

To 

The inspector OP SCHOOLS, 

2nd Circle, 

• Lucknow. 

Sir, 

I respectfully beg leave to bring for your kind considera- 
tion the following facts — 

I am a son of the late Babu Bbuvan Mohan Rai, who 
served as a cleik in your office till his recent unexpected 
death This calamity has thrown oui family into very great 
pecuniary difficulties, and, from comparative affluence, we 
have been suddenly reduced to povoity. 

I passed the B. A Examination in 1887, and gained a 
place in the Second Division at that examination. Also at 
the P. A and the Entiance Examination, I was placed in 
tbe Second Giade. 

The enclosed copies of testimonials from tbe Principal and 
the Headmaster of the Canning College will vouch for my 
merits. 
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May I thei efore, tindei these circnnistances pray that 
you -ttiil Insist me either by givinr me a post ih your office, 
or by writiug to heads of schools on my bchalt ’ I take the 
liberty to make this request on the streiijith of rny father s 
long and faithful seivice under your immediate control 

1 have the honoi to be, 

Sm, 

Tonr most obedient servant 
SHARAT KUMAR BAI 

In applications for appointments, onh sneh circumstances 
should be stated as strengthen the applicant s claim , such 
as the education he has got, the txaminations he has pa's'ed 
the appointments he has held, together with any special 
qualifications he may hav e tor the situation Personal details 
as to the rpplicant’a povertv or tbe 1 irge family dependent 
on him (except m cases, ot which the last letter furnislies 
an example), are out ot place except m begging letter®, and 
have no weight in determining the bestowal ot an ippoint- 
meut 

(4 )— LETTERS TO TEACHERS 
No 1 —(Asking for leave of absence ) 

Sab vzn, 

4lh September, 1893 
To 

The head MASTER, 

H E School 

Saian 

Sib, 

I have been suffering from acute dyspepsia since yesler- 
dav May I requestyon to grant me leave ot absence for the 
da} s 1 shall not be able to attend school in consequence ^ 

I remain, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient pupil, 

jSarain das 

0/ the 4th Clasi 
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No 2 —{Applying for promotion ) 

Fabrtjkhabad ,17th April, 1893. 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Mission Hiofe School, 

Farrukhahad. 

Sir, 

The lesult of tlie last annual examination sbovvs that I 
have tailed to secure marks sufficient for promotion to the 
Entrance clat.3 I have obtained pass marks in Bnirlish and 
Mathematics, but have fallen slioit of the required one-thiid 
maiks in second language, and History and Geography. 

Undei the University rules 25 per cent is the pa<JS mark 
in the last two sub]ects, so that if I had appeared for the 
Entrance Examination, and secured as many maiks as I have 
non got. 1 should have been regarded a successful candidate 

My inability to obtain one-thii d marks in History and 
Geogiaph\ is due to my late illness It cannot be denied, 
howetei, that 1 am neak in Sanskrit But my father has 
of late appointed a private tutor tor me, vho has promised 
to pull me up in this sub]ect 

Undei the cii cuni»tances, I respecttnlly beg yon will 
piomote me on trial to the fiist class 

1 remain. 

Sir. 

Yours ohadiently, 
BISHEN PEllSHAD MISSER 


To 


Sir, 


No 3 —(Applying for a Transfei Certificate ) 

K\^CHI, dth October, 1893. 

The IIE-VD MASTER, 

GlrMxIn Mission School, 

' Ranchi 


M} fiithei has been tiansferred fiom here to Hazaribagh. I 
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request you therefore to kindly giant me a Tiansfer Certificate ' 

I remain, 

SiK, 

Yonrs obediently, 

RAM CHARAN 
Of the 4th Class 

No 4 (Returning thanks to a tutor upon success ) 

To BABU LILADHAR JOSHI, 

Allahabad 

Dear Sir, 

Your most welcome telegram announcing my success in 
the Examination just to band You do not say in wbat 
grade I have been placed, but the very omission tells me it 
can only be the third 

If I failed to send you an) letter so long, it was because 
I had been daily expecting irom you a communication of my 
result * 

1 just get it and I feel I should be guilty of an ingratitude 
of the deepest dye, if I did not sit down to pour out to you 
the effusions of a sincerely grateful beai t 

Permit then, my beloved tutor, one of the humblest of 
your many pup’ls, to return you his heartfelt thanks for the 
kind interest which, I feel persuaded, has so materially con- 
tributed to his success Whethei I have been placed in the 
fiist division or the last is immaterial , that 1 have been 
passed at all is due solely and wholly to your exertion The 
entire school-going population of Fyzabad knows it, and I 
know and feel it bettei than any otliei person 

The headmaster of our school, while congratuHtin g, me 
on my success, told me that he would not have sent me up to 
the examination, if you had not come lorwaid to my assist- 
ance My father, when youi telegram reached him, told 
inc in plain language that the credit of my success belonged 
exclusively to you Thus, Sir, you have earned not only 
'm) gratitude, but that of every person with whom I am close- 
ly connected 
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A few moie days, and I hope, by my father’s leave, to 
join yon at Allahabad. Ton cannot nnderstand how very 
anxions I am to place myself again nnder yonr charge In 
the meantime 1 pray that yonr interest m my welfare may 
never dimmish 

I remain. Dear Sir, 

Yonr most respectful and obedient pnpil, 

* AMAR NATH . 

Sabzimandi, Ftzabad . 

26t1i June, 1897 

<5 )— LETTERS OP INTRODUCTION 

Letters of Introdnction should be brief, as they are gener- 
ally read in the presence of the persons presenting them. 
English etiquette requires that they should be left unsealed, 
so that the bearer may be able to read what has been written 
about him 

No 1 — (Introducing one friend to another ) 

Dear M^habie, — It is with sincere pleasure I avail my- 
self of this opportunity of introducing to you one of my in- 
timate friends, Lala Banbehari, about whom I remember 
having spoken to you many a time and oft Now that his 
examination is over, he has dei;ermmed to spend his brief 
leave of absence in your town, having a desire to visit 
the chief points of interest I am perfectly sure that 
two friends so dear to me will, as they are united, find 
as great pleasure in each other's society as both of them 
have individually afforded me. Any attention, which it 
may be in your power to extend to my friend, durmg his stay 
in your town will be greatly appreciated by 

Your sincere friend, 

Ahyaganj, Lucknow.'' KALI CHARAN. 

17tk March, 1891 

To BABU ANANT PRASAD, 

Aara, 

«/ 
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No 2 — {iJitroduomg a olass-fello-w ) 

Mt deah Dip Narain, 

The beaier of this is Lala Dargahi Lai, a class-friend of 
mine. He goes to Agra for visiting that “ dieam in mar- 
bles,” the famous Ta] oi your town If I mistake not, my 
chattering tongue has fi equently inti oduced him to you Any 
formal woids of introduction, therefore, would be quite un- 
called for * I meiely bid yon both love each other as dearly 
as you love me, and I feel sure I shall be obeyed 

Most lovingly yours, 

Etawah KASHI NATH 

June, 1886 

To BABU DIP NAB A IN, 

J^ja 

No 8 — (Introdnoing a fhend seeking employment ) 

Aqba , 

October 17th, 1894 

My dear Ganesh Prasad, — The bearer of this letter is 
Babu Gajadhar Rae, an undeigiaduate of the University 
of Allahabad He goes to your town m the hope of finding 
some employment, and I take the privilege of old friendship 
to solicit your kind aid in his endeavours He has been 
carefully educated, particularly in the study of Mathematics, 
and I feel assured you need have no hesitation in recommend- 
ing him to any of youi friends, who may need a private 
tutoi 

Any attention you may be in a ' position to show to my 
friend will be giatefully acknowledged by 

Tom sincere friend, 

JAG JIVAN PRASAD. 

BABU GANESH PRASAD, 

Multi a 
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(6)-LETIEBS OP CONSEArnLATION. 

Letters of congiatulation should bo expiessions of heait- 
felt pleasure and good will No painful subject should 
in any case be intioduced into such letters Caie should be 
taken that no woid of envv oi discontent creeps into the 
composition oi niais the vntue of the leltei 

No 1 —(Oongratulatiiig a fipiend upon his success ) 

Mdtthigdnj, Allahabad 

m A^at/, 1897 

My dear Ismail, — My brother has just bi ought with him 
a copy of the Gooernment Gazette^ and I find youi name pub- 
lished in it m the list ol successful candidates I do not know 
in what tei ms to express my heai t-telt sympathy in your great 
joy My most sinceie congratulations, my dear fiiend, aie 
yours Please accept them 

You have been placed in the 1st grade, and, I believe, 
are entitled to a scbolai&hip That you may be able to keep 
up your detei mination ot continuing }Oui studies and to win 
yet blighter lauiels in the future is the sincere prayer of 

Youi tiieud and well-wisher, 

ABDUL JALIL 

No 3 ■— (Congratulating a friend upon restoi ation to health) 

BhAR \TIBHAVAts, BaLASORB 

' 16th Fehruan/^ 1891 

My dear Sar.td, — Your brothei’s note, just to hand, tells 
me that you have buffinently lecoveied rrom yom late seiious 
illness to be able to come down staus again This inform ition 
gives me, as yon may undei stand, so much happiness that I 
cannot delay oftenng you heaiifelt coiigiatulations 
liusting that you may soon be as stiong as ever, 

L leraain, my deai Sarjn, 

Evei faithfully vours, 

AIilBIOA OHAllAN 
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No. 8 —(Congratulating a friend upon his success in the 
LL B Bxamination ) 

SnTNA, 

December 17 th 1895 

Dear Lala Chhail Bbhari, — I am delighted to learn 
that your efPoits aie aftei all ciowued with success, and 
you have grasped the diplom.i foi which, in the midst of 
so many difficulties, } ou struggled with such zeal and patience 
"With hearty cougiatulations upon your success and wish- 
ing you a gloiious tutuie career, 

I lemain, dear Lala Chhail Behan, 
Tour sincere friend, 
KRISHBN CHARITTAR 

No 4 —(Congratulating a friend on his hirth-day anniver- 
sary ) 

Anupshahar, 

3faich 17 th, 1892 

Mt dear Kesho Ram, — Permit me to oifer you ray sin- 
cere congratulations upon this, the anniveisary of your 
fifteenth biith-da} All youi class fi lends here unite with 
me in wi&hing you a thousand good wishes Even oui kind 
tutoi desires rae to s.iy that it is his sincere prayer that eveiy 
succeeding year ina} see you increase in all that is desirable 
in body and mind 

May Heaven bless 3'’oor coming years, dear Kesho, is 
the eainest wish of 

Yoni loving friend, 

OUDH BEHARI . 

(7) —LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE 

To have to write letters of condolence is the most tiying 
and painful task Yet the}’’ must be wiittcn, as tliej' tend 
to soothe the giief and .illeMate the suffeiing of oui friends 
and fellow -Cl eatures m distress In letters of condolence it 
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must never be insinuated that sorrow is wholly oi paitly 
due to any nefjlect or orioi on the pait of the addressee. 
Such insinuations are hifjhly insulting Letteis of con- 
dolence on death are wiifcten by Europeans on mourning 
paper. 

No 1 —(To a friend on his failure ) 

Fatehpur, 
17th June, 1897. 

My dear Jodh Mal, — 1 cannot expiess to you how 
deeply shocked and gnev^ed I was not to find your name m 
the list of successful candidates published in to-day’s issue 
of the Goiernment Gazette Haii Kant is obseiving that 
there has been a geneial raassacie of candidates Theie is 
some truth m the lemaik considering that of 3,400 candi- 
dates sent up but 700 have been passed. A letter fiom an 
Allahabad fi lend tells me that out of more than 50 boys 
sent up from the Distiict School of that place, only 10 have 
been successful The examineis have, it appeals, laised the 
pass-marks, but they should have given due notice of it 
bcfoi ebaiid. 

The complaint is of course general that the Answer- 
papers have been examined with unusual seventy and that 
many boys who had a reasonable chance of success have 
been plucked But that does not remove youi cause for 
complaint, nor makes 3 our guef less bittoi Oui 8 th master 
was at a loss to know wh}"^ 3 ’’ou should not have been passed, 
and was thinking of making a request through the head- 
mastei to the Registiai to have 3 ’’om papers le-exammed 
I am afiaid, howevoi, no good will come out of the lepie- 
Bontation, if it be at all made 

A sensible man like you ought to know how to receive 
misfortunes I sincorelj’ hope 3 'on will not allow youi self 
to be depressed too much, but soou discovei the “ silver 
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lining to a cloud ” May God bless and sustain yon and may 
better lack attend youi next attempt ^ 

With deepest friendship. 

Your Sincerely, 
RAMA. KANT 

No 2 —(To a friend suffering from a serious illness ) 

Akra.h , 

28t1i January, 1890 

My DEAR Bateshwar — A letter fiom your fathei to the 
address ot oui te ichei informs us of the illness from which 
you have been snfFei in*? 1 write this to express ray sym- 
pathy and most earnest good wishes for your speedy re- 
coveiy ^ 

A few more weeks now remain for the School Final 
Examination to be held That you should have an attack of 
illness, and such a severe attack, at this time, is indeed a 
pity I hope, howevei, to hear very soon that you aie 
better 

Mere words may be powerless to soothe actual paiu, but, 
my dear fiiend, if theie IS any efficacy in feivent prayers, 
not only 1, but all your friends here fervently piav that 
3 oil may soon shike off jour illness and be able to join 
us 

Ever 3 oui friend, 
MUJTABA HUSAIN 

No 3 — (To the wife of a teacher on the death of that teacher ) 

Partapgarh 

Jannai u 27t1i 1893 

-MAD,.y\i, — A pnagraph in to-day’s ‘ Adv'oeate” iiitorms 
me of melancholy news of your bereavement I do not 
send you this letter, making any attempt to soothe your 
grief Heaven alone can console you, ind 1 know that all 
nords of mine will sound cold and be totallj inadequate 
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I wish to S 1 V Tis litll*' a- ros'«»oU* on thi'- ^id subject, too 
sad ind'^ed for wouit. Bm. madun. I lehun tiom 

expressing how hreparalde tbe loss and •=e\erc the blow has 
been to my«'F I'li Rorano to «jie more than a father, 
and evervihins that I conU love, re-pect and admire. His 
nntimolv death ba-' e\iini:ut-lv«i manv a tnomite liope of 
inv mind and left anmbeih*'*. claim mts on h’s kindness poor 
and miserable oi nhaas. 

1 will not intrnde atn looser njun vonr prnaei hut 
conclude with 1 he iiep' ri u, if I cm in iin w iv S'*i\eor 
relieve you. ion will r.uhesit,iimjh tad upon me 

1 remain Madam, 

Your mo'.t obedient servant, 
MULRAJ. 


REM \RKS ON DATE REFERENCES 
In atknovUrii,t.i 2 letter*, from triends firms, and others, 
the student ina\ had it aec '*.■* irv to quote the d ites on w hich 
thei weip reeem’d. For olUer purposes also a reference to 
date® may be needed It the dai he in anj mouth preced- 
ing the mantb ol a ritin*^, except the one immcdiatelv pre- 
ceding, he should giie the name ot the month with addition 
of the word, “ ia-t *’ Thn®, m acknovs lodging in the month 
ot JuR a letter ^ent in Ma\ , he shonUl '.ay 1 got your 
letter dated 17*h In t ' It the day bo m the month 
imi7tcdialeh pn*tcding the month of writing the word uitirno 
which means ‘ 1 i?t or ita contraction uho should be given. 
Thn« the expression * tour fa\onr of the 17tli nlto.*’ 
would imply “ your letroi written on the 17th of tbe last 
month.” Tf the day be in the mouth of w riting. the month 
i® represented by in^it , w Inch is a conti action for mstanty 
meaning “present ' If a refeicnce is to be made to a day 
in the month tmmediatcly following, instead of the name of 
the month ;>ro.co.. which is a conti action foi pro.xn'jo may 
be used And when the reference is to be made to a day in 
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any otter montli succcediaq that of writing, the name of the 
month with the word “nest” shonld be given A perton 
writing on the 15th September would therefoie thus refer to 
the following dates in the same yeai — 


The 19th June 
The 14th August 
The 7th September 
The 21st September 
The 28th October 
The 17th Decembei 


. . “The 19th June last ” 

‘ The 14th ulto ” 

“The 7th Inst” 

. “The 21st Inst ” 

“ The 28th proxo ” 

“ The 17th December next ” 


CHAPTIDR III 

COMMON ERRORS IN LETTER-WRITING 

And oblige — ^ot unfiequently do students write letters 
cont.iining lequest in the following form — 

“ I shall be glad of any assistance from you in this case, 
and oblige ’ etc. 

Here the Verb “oblige ” which is in the Imperative Mood 
has been joined by “ and ” with “ shall be ” which is m the 
Indicative Mood, and no blunder can bo more glaring than 
this The expression “ and oblige ” can grammatically be 
attached only to a Verb, which is in the same mood as this 
It IS correct to say “ 1 shall be glad if yon will assist me in 
this case and oblige yours sincerely ” etc “ I will thank 
you to call this evening at my place and oblige yours sin- 
cerely ” etc 13 equally correct 

Another mistake which students often commit in the use 
of this expression as an ending to letters containing request 
IS to give a full stop after it, when grammatically no point 
should be placed between it and the name of the writer, 
which IS its object, even though the name forms an alto- 
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getlier fresli line. The following is a correct nse of this 
expression ; — 

Dear Sib, 

I shall he glad if yon will return me the book 1 lent yon 
a week ago, and oblige 

Yonis faithfully’-, 
H\R1 DAS. 

After and oblige used as an ending to a letter containing 
leqnest, the foims, “ I remain, ’ “ With kind regaids ” must 
never be used, but only “ youis sincerely,” “ yours ti uly ” 
etc 

Yonr's — The coirect word is Tours, never Tour’s, though 
students often use the latter. 

Yonrs olicdient servant — ^This should he “ your obedient ser- 
vant ” similarly, ‘ youi loving husband,’’ etc 

lours okdicntly — When a Koun follows, as in the above 
case, “ youi ” is con ect ; otherwise, it should be “ yours ” 

Dear Barns Esq , HI A — When Dear, My dear ai e used the 
use of , or any honoiific letters IS irapioper We may 
say “ Dear Harris ” oi “ Dear Mi Hairis ” 

Hr and Esq , — Two different titles, such as Mr. J White^ 
Esq , or Babu Mahabir Prasad, Esq , should not be used 
together It is correct, however, to say “ The Hon. Mr. 
Justice Baneiji ” 

Dear Sir ’ Dear Wilhara ? — The proper punctuation after the 
addiess is a comma, as Sir, My dear Sir, My dear Roger, and 
not, as is sometimes written, a note of admiration or of inter- 
rogation. 

Polite Forms of Command and Ecqncst — Care should be taken 
to avoid inappropriate forms m making polite command and 
request The expressions I mil thank you to return my book, 
I will thank you to mind your business imply anger or indig- 
nation and must not be used m making a request 
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CHAPTER IV 
USE OF THIRD PERSON 

Wben tbe writei wishes to itnpaifca tone of foimahty 
to Ins letter-? they iie nsnally written m the thud person 
This toini i-s ireneiallv adopted in letteis to tiddesrpen order- 
ing goods in cerenioiiioas imitations, and in puvate letters 
"When the wiitei begins his letter by one** muoducing the 
thud person with rdtience to himselt (instead of I), and 
with 1 efei ence to the pei son written to (msti'ad of you) cAi e 
sljonld be taken that this form is retained throaghoiit the 
coinmiiuication The lollowing maj serve as ex imples — 

No 1 

Munshi Din Dayal will be obliged if Messrs .Agaiohind 
and Champa Lai will forward him the goodi mentioned lu 
the accompanying list at an eaily date per V P P 

No 2 

Mr J Brown will deem ifc a favour if Lala Ram Narain 
Lai will send him a cop> ot Balkushen s senior Arithmetic 
per bearer, who will pay him the piice thereof 

No 3 

Mr Gupta requests the pleasure of Mr Chatterji's com- 
pany atdinnei on Sunday, Apiil 17th, at D o’clook 

No 4 

]\tr Chatterji has much pleasui e in accepting Mr Gupta’s 
kind invitation to dinner on Sundaj, Apiil 17th 

No 5 

Mr Chatterji legiets that a pi ei ions engagement pre- 
vents him fiom accepting Mr Gupta’s kind invitation to 
dinuei on Sunday, Apiil 17 

No 6 

Mr Abid Husain requests that Mi Hamid Ah will 
return pei bearei the books which he borrowed of him more 
than thiee months ago, and notwithstanding vaiious piomises 
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never cared to return. He begs to suggest that if he has 
such gieat and constant need toi the books, he had better 
buy copies foi himself 

No. 7. 

Mr Charlu is happy m being able to enclose Mr Tilloo 
the sum toi which he has been already too long his debtor. 
He begs to assure him that unfoi eseen disappointments have 
been the sole cause of his want of punctuality 

In these notes the address and date may be put at the 
end on the left-hand side, as in the following example — 

Mr. Gaya Pei shad piesentshis compliments to Mr H. 
Pas and requests the pleasuie of his company at dinner on 
Wednesday next at halt-past seven o'clock, 

Raigastj, 

Monday evening. 


CHAPTER Y. 

LETTERS FROM STUDENTS TO PARENTS. &0 

No 1— (From a son to his mother expressing artless yearning 
and affectionate grief } 

Boarding House, August 14. 

My dbab mamjia, — I must confess that I have been a little 
disappointed at not leceiving a letter from home to-day. 
I hope, howevei, for one to-monow My spmts are far 
more depressed by leaving home than they were last half-year, 
E\ery thing brings home to my recollection Everything 
I read, oi see, or hear bungs it to my mind You told me I 
should be happy when I once came here, but not an hour 
passes, in which 3 do not shed teai s at thinking of home. 
E\ery hope, however unlikely to be realised, affords me some 
small consolation The morning on which I went, you told 
me that possibly I might come homo before the holidays If 
you can confiim that hope, believe me when 1 assnie you 
there is nothing which 1 would not give foi one instant’s 

8 
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sis^ht of home Tell me m your next, expressly, if yon can, 
•whethei or no there is any likelihood of my coming home 
hetore the holidaj s li 1 conld gam papa’s leave, I shonld 
select my birthda)’-, October 25, as the time which I should 
wish to spend at that home which absence i enders still dearer 
to me I think I see jou sitting by papa, jnst after his dinner, 
reading my lettei and turning to him with an inquisitive 
glance at the end of the paragiaph I think, too, that I see 
his expressive shake of the head at it 0, may I be mistaken 1 
you cannot conceive what an alteration a favourable answer 
would produce on me If jour approbation of my request 
depends upon my adi ancing in study, I will work like a cart- 
horse It you should refuse it, you will deprive me of the 
most pleasing illusion which 1 ever experienced in my life 
Play do not fail to write speedily 

Your dutiful and affectionate son, 

T B MAOAULAY 

No 2 —(From a son, announcing the coming vacation ) 

Krishnana-Gab : 

May 6, 1893 

Drab father. 

It IS with mingled feelings of regret and pleasure that I 
announce to you the conclusion of one half year’s stay at 
school On the I2tb mst I shall hope to return home, and, if I 
may ludge by the result of the last examination, •! ti ust yon 
will not be dissatisfied with my progress during the last five 
months 

I remain, dear father, 

Y our affectionate and dutiful son, 

GOCUL PRASAD BANBRJI 

No 8 —(From a son reporting progress,) 

Goswami Para, HughliN 

12 Octohei'i 2892. 

Mt dear parents. 

It will, doubtless, give you much pleasure to learn that, 
owmg to the unremitting attention of our teacher, Mr Boys, 
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I ha^ c made so satisfacion* a pro^re*?'*, that I have not only 
been promoted one class lnjh«r in the sohool, but have car- 
ried off the first pri/c foi mathematics 

1 sincei cly hope that 1 mav continue *!ufficiently indus- 
trious to keep up to all the expectations >oti have toiraed of 
me, and uhich you have spued no pains or expense to 
realise With mingled feelinija of regiefc at leaving my 
class-fi lends, and of delight at the prospect of our speedy 
meeting foi the hohdaj s, 

I remain, my dm est parent's, 

With kindest love to all at home, 
Your aff ctionale and dutiful son, 
POOUNA CHANDRA MOITRA. 

No 4 —(From a little boy waatlug to come homo ) 

Chiiupra. 

I'ith Fchiuari/y 1896, 

Ddar M.UkrM\, — 0 ' I am ‘so tired of this place I I cannot 
leain so many things at once ; and I cannot bear going to 
bed without kissing you You know, Slamma, I have never 
been awaa fiom yon before, and I feel as if 1 should die of 
grief, if you did not let me come homo again, Th, Mamma, 
do, and I will lo\e you lor ever. 

Your mispiahle child, 

CHANDRA BHAN. 

Ko 5 —(From a son attompting to write a letter ) 

Bltxor, 

28th September^ 1894. 

My piwr 1 ATnnn, — W’^ill you not bo glad to find that I 
am after all able to wute a letter ^ It is not a long one, but 
I hope it will please 3 on I will send you long letters by and 

Your loving son, 

KEDAR NATH. 
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No 8 —(From a son requesting Ms father’s 
permission to pay visit ) 

JATBNDRAGTJNJ, GWALIOR J 

12th May, 1890 

Mt dear father, 

Hanhainatb Muttoo, one of my cla‘?s fellows, has had 
leave to ask me to spend a week oi two at his father’s during 
the coming holidays 

Pundit Snkri&hen is a gentleman farmer, and his son is 
a very clover, agreeable boy about my own age If you see 
no harm in it, I should like veiy much to go, even for a 
few days only Hanhai tells me that the fine fresh, country 
air of his father’s estate would do me good, and please me 
greatly 

I hope you will give me leave to go with him , and when 
I go home afterwaids, I will desciibe to you all my experi- 
ence of the place 

1 remain. 

My deal father. 

Your affectionate son, 
RAJJAN LAL 

No 7 —(From a son thanking his father for 
being permitted, to pay the visit ) 

Jatbndraqdnj, Gwalior , 

22nd May, 1890 

My dear father, 

I am veiy giateful to you foi giving me leave to accom- 
pany Hariharnath to his lelatives during the holidays and 
for sending me the money ordei He is very much pleased 
that you have consented, and tells me that we shall be very 
hippy 

But while enjoying the holidays, I shall be always 
thinking of my deal home and its inmates, and nothing will 
induce me to remain longer than a week 
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I will not foiget tor thank Pundit Srikrishen, as you wish, 
and will ask him to allow Haiiharnath to spend a few days 
with me, when 1 leave his house If he consents, I shall be 
delighted . toi we aie growing fiiraer fi lends every day I 
hope you will like him as much as I do ; foi 1 should be 
very sorry, if you did not find him as good as I have led 
you to expect 

With love to mother and youiself, 


I remain. 

Ever your affectionate son. 


EAJJAN LAL. 

15 o 8 — IHespeoting tlie visit ) 


My DE\R FATHER, 


Haldipur, 
27th ifoy, 1890. 


Since I wrote telling ^ou of our safe ariival here, I have 
been very comfortable and happ> Pundit Srikrishen and 
the ladies of the house are so kind, that I feel as if they were 
old friends, instead of being almost strangers They say 1 
must visit them as often as possible, and while I am stayinor 
with them, put my books aside, and enter thoroughly into 
the enjoj'ments of couutiy life This is the only way, they 
say, in w hich I shall get strong and healthy, after the severe 
study I went through in oidei to win my last piize, 

I am sure I ought to be very thankful for all their 
attentions, especially when 1 am a peison of no impoitance 
to them 


I like this kind of lile very much, and if evei I become 
rich, 1 will buy laud and turn farmer. I wish you and 
mother were here ; you would both enioy the sweet air of 
the fields and the gieeu slopes at the back of the house. 
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Hariharnatli and I use veiy early and take a long ramble 
before breakfast We come back very bungiy, and do 
justice to the iicb dishes supplied us 

Pundit Snknsbeu has consented to Haiihainath going 
home with me on Saturday next, and remaminff a few days 
with us He will drive ns ovei to the lailwaj station 
himself. 

You need not be at all anxious on niy account 

1 remain, 

Your affectionate son, 
RAJJAN LAL 

No 9 —{From a son to bis father, requesting leave of absence 

from school ) 

Cotton Institute 

17th Decembei, 1885 

My deaiutather, — You were kind enough to promise 
me, when I last left home that you would give me anything 
in reason that I chose to request, when I had thoroughly 
masteied the whole of Geometiy, Book I My tutor is 
1 eadj' to cei tify that i have won the promised reward 

And now, my dear fathei, my i equest is to be allowed to 
come home for one week I have studied faithfully all this 
session, and Mr Ghose is peifectly willing to allow me the 
boon, if you also are willing I long with a horae-sick heart 
to embrace you all, and am certain that I shall impi ove more 
rapidly after a few days of entiie rest from biain woik 

Hoping to see you soon, and tell you all that I would 
otherwise write, 

1 am. 

Ever your affectionate son, 
BIJAE BAHADUR 
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No. 10 —(Prom a student, wlio has recently entered College ) 

St. Xavieb’s College, Calcutta : 


My dear brother, 


2nd Auffust^ 1892. 


I am happy to inform yon that 1 passed the first quarterly 
examination with tolerable credit, and that Rev Mi Robson 
was kind enough to compliment me on my English style. 
My foimer schoolmate, Farukh Ahmad, has paid me much 
attention, and, as he moves in the best set in the college, 
I am in the hopes of estiblishing a pleasant and profitable 
acqnaintance, without i anning into extravagance, or defeat- 
ing the whole puipose of my collegiate caieei I need 
baldly tell yon, ni}' dear brother, that College society is of 
a most mixed chaiacter , and it is not easy to ascertain at 
once whom it is adiisable to know At the same time, I 
tiust to aioid the superciliousness which seems to be affect- 
ed bv many men down hei e, and to enjoy the many healthy 
recie.itions for which we have so many facilities without 
givmjG: either you or mj'solf any cause foi i egi etting the day 
that first saw me a collegian 

Present my kindest love to my dear mother and sisters and 
assuie them that even a college career does not prevent my 
feeling a strong yearning aftei home But I shall look for- 
waid to *5eeing all of you at oui ensuing pujah holidays, 
when S.intipur will be swarming with Msitois 

The post office order you so kindly sent me arrived in due 
course 


I remain. 

Your affectionate brothei, 
SATYA OHARAN GON 

Direction on the envelope — 

BABU SATYA SARAN GON, 

Pleader, 

Santipvr 
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No 11 —(From a son to liis father sendng an 
intimation of the coming holidays ) 

SOMASTIPUR 

* 5th Match, 1895 

Mt dear father, — Mr Sanyal has dosiied me to wiite 
and appiise you that we shall bieak up for our mid-summer 
holidays on the 17th Instant, on which day I hope to have 
the pleasure of seeing j ou. 

1 am happy to infoim you that I have succeeded in gain- 
ing two piizes , one foi wilting, the other foi histoiy , while 
of the various other hianches of learning 1 think I shall he 
able to render a satisfaotoiy account 

Ml Sanyal sends his remembiance, and says that he has 
great pleasure in confirming what 1 have stated lespecting 
my progress 

1 remain, my deal father, 

Your dutiful and affectionate son, 
GANGADHAR CHAUBB 

No IS —(Prom a student to his brother introduoting a story 
on the use of Shall and Will ) 

The City Collboe, Rangoon 
5th December, 1892. 

My dear Charu, 

Your affectionate note of 26tli ultimo duly reached me 
1 find you make great mistikeb in the use of shaft ind will 
You need not be pu/zled about the use, if lou will lemem- 
ber that shall is used with the first pei«on, r nd will with 
the second and third persons Thi's is alw »y-> correct, when- 
ever the verb is intended to express merely future time and 
nothing more 

Shall, howevei, is used for will in the second and third 
persons, when wo desiie to express not meie futuie time, , 
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but some duty, oidei, oi piomise — as. “ fcbou shalt not 
steal’* (duty): “you shall bo punished’* (older); “you 
shall lecoivo youi piize to-inpuow ” (promise.) 

]VilI is used foi shall in the fii st person, when we wish 
to sav that we intend oi have a will to do something . — as, 
“I will finish this work.” 

Yon would do well to reraembei the above rules lest vou 
should also f.ill one da}' into a difficulty •similar to that of a 
man, who had fallen down into a well. Yon wish to hear the 
stoiy ; do you not ? 

A man having accidental!}' fallen down into a well shouted 
•out from the bottom as loudly as he could . — “ 1 loill be 
di owned, and nobody s/iaZZ save me’ A peison, who hap- 
pened to he passing by and heard these words, believed that 
he^ had purposely jumped into the well foi committing 
suicide The incoiiect use of s/k// and to/W might indeed 
lead linn to this belief, will in the first peison indicating the 
intention of the peison to be drowned, and ’ihall in the thud 
person giving an order against being saved oi lescued. 

So the man was travelling on Bat londei grew his 
shout in the meantime, and to make himself quite sure of 
what the man leally meant, he went up to the bunk of the 
well / and, looking dowui to the di owning in in, he said . — 
“ Fi lend, do you leallv wish to be diowne.l ?’ The man 
eagerl} gasped out — “Oh I bung a lope, and pull me out, 
hefoie it IS too late ” 

As soon as the man was pulled out, he enquired of the 
•other w'hy he had asked such a •^tiangc question “ Because,” 
said he, “you used 'thall wlieie you ought to have used uvZZ, 
and wheie vou onghti to have us(*d <i/iaZZ You ought 
to have said, ‘ 1 <f/mZZ be di owned, and nobody will “s.ive me * 
if von had •.poken thus, I should have uudei stood }ou, and 
(Coine at once to youi rescue.” 



( 42 ) 

1 hope, my dear Chun, yon will take a lesson from the 
man’s story, and thoioughly mastei the use of shall and 

Will 

With my love to 3 'ou, 

I remain, 

Youi affectionate brother, 
UMESH CHANDRA NBOai 

No 13 -'(Describing an incident ) 

Sabzimandi, Baroda, 
12th September, 1890 

Mt dear I'ATHER, 

In one of joui recent letteis you gave me pei mission to 
wiite on whatevei subject 1 find interesting, rather than 
observe silence Accordingly, an incident that took place at 
school this dav and has touched me deeply, 1 shall make the 
theme ot this letter 

Jashoda Piasad, a class-fiiend of mine, 13 a most refiac- 
tory student He was highly insolent to the headmaster 
this day, who, as a consequence, pioceeded to inflict a kind 
of bastinado on the innei flt&hy side of the boy’s aim, which, 
duiing the opeiatiou, was twi&ted lound with a peculiar skill 
to make the pain nioie acute While the stupes weie suc- 
ceeding each other, and pool Jashoda was writhing under 
them, he oiied out that the fault was not his, but he bad 
been instigated by Akhoy to do so “ If Akhoy wuh you 
to throw yourself into a well, would you do so, rascal ? Now 
bung Akhoy oi any other person, who might be willing to 
take half your punishment” Such was the teacher’s le- 
monstiance Shambhii Dayal, the youngest boy m the class, 
saw and felt for the misery of the offender With to.us in 
his eves, and a voice trembling between feai and modesty, 
he approached the teacher, and asked him veiy humbly, if 
he would be pleased to tell him how many stripes bo meant 
to inflict ‘ Why, Siiiah,” replied the enraged headmaster. 
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“ttliat is that to you ’** “ Because, if you please,” said 
little Shambhu, holding out his arm, “ 1 would take half” 

There was a mixture of simplicity and magnanimity in 
this little trait, which, my deal fathei, was truly heroic. 1 
need not sai not onlj^ 1 , but the whole class, and e\en the 
augri headmastei , wei e affected to tears at the incident, 

1 am M ell and hope all of 3 'ou also are the same. 

With my love to jou, dear mother, and all at home, 

I lemain, 

Youi affectionate son, 
MURTAZA HUSAIN 

No 14 — (From a son to Ms fatliei on tlie latter’s transfer 
to a distant country ) 

Gouabazar, Madras 

14ih Mat/, 1893 

Dear father, 

It was one of the first lessons you taught me, that grati- 
tude is the noblest principle that can actuate the heait of 
man ; but what must it be, when connected with the filial 
duty incumbent on a son to the most indulgent paient ' I 
am left in a situation that may be felt but not desciibed. 
That iny dear and hononied paicnt should be so precipitately 
hurried away to a distant country filh me with leflections of 
all I owe to him, and sentiments ot all I would do foi him, 
it I could M)’ deal fathei, 1 wush I were oldei and m a 
situation to earn so as to obviate this necessity of youi trave 1 
to a distant coiinti j* at this tune of j'oui lite, when it. is meet 
that you should lest latlier than work 

I am convinced that the friendlv advice contained in ^mur 
last lettei is such that, if stiictly followed, it mii< 5 t be attended 
with the most beneficial consequences to mvselt , my honour 
and happiness will equallv depend on adhenng to them, and 
L shall always considei it mv second gi eatest duty to obey 
the precepts of mj* w 01 thy father. 
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I have some thonjrhts, if agreeable to yon. to lom the law 
class My inclimtions run that way, bat 1 bubmit wholly 
to your approbation 

Let me beg to hear from yon as often as possible, as it 
vnll be the greatest pleasure I can enjoy during such a 
separation 

I remain, 

My dearest father. 

Tour affectionate son, 
BHOYRAV PRASAD 

No 15— (Prom a repentant son to Ms father ) 

HamiBpub 

3rd Marehi 1889. 

Deab Sib, — ^1 dare not call you father until you tell me 
that my deep and sincere ropentxnce h is removed the just 
anger that you cspi essed in our last inteniew. You told 
me then that I should 1 in e to see the sinful folly of my 
coarse, and deeply repent the sorrow I was causing both to 
yourself and mj mother 

Oh, I have felt the bitter truth of your words in the in- 
most recesses of mv hearf and I can never again know 
peace until you assure me of your forgn eness for the pajpi 
that I have caused you If I in ly come and throw myself at 
your feet send me one line by the bearer and I will hasten 
to you If I have snneJ too deeply tor forgn eness I will 
leave Hamirpur at once, «md yon will be tor everrelieied of 
my presence 

Trusting thit the love you for so many years mani- 
fested for me will now plead in your Heart for my forgive- 
ness, 

I am. 

Your erring but repentant son, 
SITAL PERSHAD 
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No 16.— (Returning thanks for a present ) 

Station Road, Motihabi ; 

17th Novpmber, 1889. 

Deab mother, 

I was no less deliglited with your kind letter than with 
the present n> accompanied Knowinir, as I do know, that 
your whole life is occupied in pi omoting ray improvement and 
happiness, I can only teel that each fresh token of your 
affection lays an additional claim upon my gratitude 

1 am at present woiking very hard, and hope to gain 
one step higher in the school at the end of the next half- 
ye irh examination Mv school-fellows are, generally speak- 
ing, very agreeable and well-disposed boys, and we are so 
well tieated by our masters, that I feel almost as happy as 
if 1 Mere at home Nerertheless, I often think of the coming 
Ohiistmas vacation with not a little eagerness, and long to 
meet von and my dear father, biotheis and sisters, and to 
enioy the holidays in the way 1 have been always accus- 
tomed 

Your affectionate and grateful son, 
SAKALDIP SINGH. 

No 17 —(From a son to kis father announcing his safe 

arrival ) 

Maqbulganj, Jhansi: 

4th July^ 1891 

Mt dear father, 

I have much pleasure in telling you that I reached here 
safe this morning Kali Babu and his wife received me with 
[ their usual kindness, and have been doing eveiything in 
their power to make my exile agreeable 1 will write more 
in my next. Accept, in the meantime, my duly and give my 
love to Bindu. 

Your dutiful son, 
HARl GHARAN BANERJI, 
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No 18 —(To a cousin announcing the birth of a child ) 

Hajipur, 
15th May, 1895. 

Mt dear coz, — I write to say that mamma has got a 
new baby — a little bov — such a chubbi -faced, blue-eyed 
little fellow How 1 wish you could see him 1 am quite 
fond of him alieady, and shall take great cue of him 

Yours affectionately, 
RAMESHWAR PRASAD 

No 19 —(From a son to his father soliciting Pocket-money ) 

Naiabazar Gwalior 
12th Janvary, 1889 

My dear father, 

I wrote to jou <;ometen days ago, but having received no 
roydy yet, I have become uneasy Although I have been as 
good an economist as possible, yet I find the pocket- 
money 5 ou allow me is not sufficienr to support my necessary 
expenses, although it was so, when I was at Madhubani 
Gwalior IS such a place, that unless one maintains something 
of chai acter, one is sure to be treated u ith contempt, and 
pointed out as an object of ridicule I assui e you, dear father, 
that I abhor every sort of extravagance as much as yon can 
desii e and the small matter which 1 ask as an addition to 
youi former allowance, i*! only to promofe ray interest, which, 
I am sure, you have as much at heait as anv paient possibly 
can My piivate tutor will satisfy j on that my conduct has 
been consistent with the strictest i ules of morality I hope you 
will not be offended w ith me ioi writing again on this subject, 
as 1 always considei myself happy in performing my duty, 
and acquiiing the favour of my beloved parents 

1 lemain, 

Tour affectionate son, 
BALAJI 
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No 30 —(Asking for a i emittanoe ) 

London Mission School, Mainpuri; 

2'itli Alarck^ 1893 

My dear pather, 

I am glad to tell you that I have sufficiently regained 
my ‘stiength to attend to studies , you need not be m the 
least anxious for mo. 

I have endeavouied to be as good an economist as possi- 
ble, but at present am obliged to pm chase t>ever.il books , I 
know of your tenderness and genexosity, and doubt not of 
hearing irom 3'ou soon 

With my love to you, 

1 lemain, 

My dear fathei , 
Youi affectionate son, 

CHANDU LAL. 

No 31 —(Asking for a sum of money ) 

Katra Hoad, Allahabad 

31st Jidy^ 1891 

My dear father, 

It is so seldom that I ask you to give me money 
b65'ond what you allow for pocket-expense, that I hope you 
will not take offence, if I beg you now to send me ten 
rupees This sum I want foi buying mo a watch aud chain 
I find it veiy haid to legulate ray studies, foi I do not know 
what the time is, and not unfiequently 1 deiote moie time 
to one sub]ect at the expense of othei s Also in going to 
school, 1 find rayselt neaily half an houi too oaily oi too 
late eveiy day If I had a watch, these things of course 
would not happen 

Hoping that you ivill not lefuse me the money I ask foi, 

I remain, ray deai fathei , 

Your affectionate son, 

RANG LAL 
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No 23 •— C^’rom a student to a noh relative asking for peoax 
niary assistance for the study of law ) 

Ghazipu« 

15tk September, 1885 

Mt dear tINOLB, 

1 am in due i eceipt of your most kind and affectionate note 
of lOth inst. Yes, it is ti ue that I have dallied long, and as 
you say, must now give up the “nomadic Bohemian life ’ I 
have been leading To tell the tnith, 1 was, foi some time 
pa‘«t fast getting into the pining distrustful snail of the mis- 
anthrope I saw myself alone, unfit foi the struggle of life, 
shiinkuig at every 1 ising cloud in the chance directed at- 
mosphere of foi tune, while, all defenceless, 1 looked about in 
vain tor a cover It nevei occnired to me, at least never 
with the foi CH it deserved, that this woi Id is a bosy scene, 
and man a cieatuie destined foi pi ogi cssive sti uggle When 
all my school-fellows and yonthfnl conipeeis are striking off 
with eager hope and eai nest intent on some ono or other 
of the many paths of busy life, 1 have been standing idle 
in the raai ketplace, oi hunting fancy from whim to 
whim. 

Yon see, my dear uncle, that to know one’s errors were a 
probability of mendmq them I stand tbeiefoieafaii chance 
But the question uatmally forces itself, lahat am 1 to do ^ 
Not having passed any university examinations, and possess- 
ing no qualifications for passing them, 1 find all the public 
offices mercilessly shut against me There is, howevei, the 
Law Department, and under the present lules, I may be 
permitted to appear for the judge’s court pleadersbip exami- 
nation, if I can piodnce a certificate of having attended a law 
class recognised by the univeisity foi a period of two years 

But whence is to come the money foi my education and 
maintenance, if I join a law class attached to some college 7 
The Canning College tuition fee is but two rupees , and, in 
addition to it, if I but obtain an assistance of, say, six rupees 
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a month, the sum, considering that my brothei is alieady a 
student of the in‘?titatioa and with liira I shall stay at Luck- 
now, I shall find sufficient to meet all my wants 

Eight lupees a month is, ray dear uncle, something like 
a ta'c on your income at the late ot one lupee per cent per 
mensem. M-y father, gi eatly to my imstortnne, is out of 
employ, but in his embarrassment, I have an equal right 
to apply to you for assistance I never asked j^ou for 
pecuniaiy help befoio , this, I shall lemind you, is the first 
occaMon The High Oouit, I have leaint fiom a tiust- 
woithy souice, m a yeai or two, contemplates changing 
the pi esent law and luling that none but university men 
are competent to appear foi the pleadership examinations If, 
therefoie, Ido not take my admission at once, shoitlyit 
will be too late 

Undei tbe eiicumstancefe, my dear uncle, 1 appeal to you 
Lot mo have youi candid advice whether you view my 
admission into the law class in the same favoni able light that 
I do, and il so, might I leqnest you to take charge of my 
education and maintenance at Lucknow by the payment of 
lupees eight a month ? 

The interest you take in me, as appears fiom your last 
fiiendlv lettei of advice, is, my dear uncle, my apology foi 
making this lequosl An eaily answei will be esteemed 
1 particulai favour bj 

Youi affectionate nephew, 
JAGDEVA PERSHAD GUIiOO 

JJirection on the envelope — 

Pandit BAM PERSHAD GUROO, Rae Bahadue, 

Subordinate Judge, 

Caxonpore 


4 . 
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No 23 —(From a student to Ms brother expressing 
his hopes of joining the latter ) 

Ghazipub ; 

2nd November, 1885 

My deab brother, 

I sent a letter m September last to our uncleat Oa'wn- 
pur, promising, as be diieeted, to be a reformed man, and 
begging a pecuniary assistance of eight i upees a month to 
enable me to join the law class at the Canning College Igot 
from him no written reply but when he came down to this 
place, a week ago, during the Pujah holidays, 1 received 
from him the generous promise that he would help me with 
thp amount and that I might proceed to Lucknow in January 
nexl So my deai brothei, I am tommg One of my fondest 
hopes, that I shall be a lawjer thinks to our generous uncle, 
bids fair to be realised , and another hope, no less fond than 
this — that of constantly living with and under you, thanks to 
the same generous man, is about to be fulfilled 

1 1 emaiD, 

Yonr affectionate brother, 
JAGDEVA PBRSHAD GUKOO. 

No 24 — (tieply to the above ) 

Canking College BoARoiyG House , 
15th November, 1885 

My dear Jagdeva, 

You must be no less a personage than the famous Ainas- 
char of the Arabam Hights You have been building strong 
^stles, but lo, thej melt into air The news of your coming 
UCTe was indeed too pleasant to be true Day before yesterday, 
I had been to our uncle’s at Caw npore, and he gave a flat 
contradichon of what you wrote about his helping you with 
money He said you had misunderstood him, etc You will 
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perceive how great a nepotist our uncle deal is, but I hope 
jou will no nioie talk of his nepotism. 

I lemain, 

Your afFectionate brother, 
JADDU GUROO 

No 26 —{From a son tc his father begging him to 
intercede with his master ) 

. Fakukhabad . 

15th October, 1893, 

Mr DEAR FATHER, 

’W^ith shame aiising from a consciousness of guilt 1 have 
piesumed to wiite to you at this tune 1 doubt not but you 
have heard of the irregularities of my conduct, w hich at last 
pi oceeded so far, as to induce me to exchange high woi ds 
with m'y master, which has resulted m my rustication. 
It was the allurement of vicious company, that first 
made mo forsake the paths of viitue, and neglect my 
duty to a teacher, w ho treated mo with great tenderness 
Fully sensible of ray fiult, lam willing to make eveiy lepa- 
ration in my power, but know'" not ot any othei , than by acting 
dinmctricall) opposite to my former conduct Let me beg of 
you, my deai fathei, to intercede wnlh my worthy master to 
take mo again into the school, and my future conduct will 
be one of continued giatcfulness 

I am. 

My dear father, 

Your affectionate, though undutiful son, 
HARXHAR LAL 
No 20 —(From a son about to visit home ) 

Chhapra ; 

7ih May, 1891. 

My DEAR FATHER, 

As the summer vacation will commence on the 16th 
instant, I have much pleasure in the prospect ot having six 
weeks to spend with yon at home. 
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Mj studies this school yen have pi caressed f.ivouiabh , 
if at least I can take success as a wanant of piotrress After 
the innnal o\amination was ovei, I was told that I had stood 
fii *!t among the candidates and liad been granted a schobl 
scholarship, w hich, though small, is a useful addition to mj 
funds 

The heat for the last few days has been simply stifling, 
and the sooner I leave this place foi home the bettei 

Before I go, 1 shall have to pay oft all niy dues on account 
of boaid and lodging, and also to pay in idvance my school 
fee tor May and June To meet these demands, all the money 
1 have with me will be spent so 1 ii quest jonto send inj 
passage money 

With Pionams to you and mothei dear, and love to 
brothers and sisteis 

1 1 em.un. 

My dear fathei, 

Yoni affectionate son, 
SITA RAM OHATTERJl 

No 27 —(To a brother announcing the death of mother ) 

Kaua 

16th Hay, 1S91 

Dear brother, — I have sad news for } on, call up all 
youi com ago to heu it Oui best beloved inothei is gone 
to her lest Last evening, abont snnset, hei gentle spirit 
departed She suffeied nothing, her passing away was like 
falling into a quiet slumber Yon will, I know, feel the 
loss as deeply as I do, toi she was inexpiessively dear to ns. 
But, iny dear bi other, it is pioper that we should be resign- 
ed to tne Divine Will May Godin His mercy and loving 
kindness grant stiength to both of us to support the buiden 
of this calamity * 

Your affectionate bi other, 
PREM SUKH, 
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No 28 —(To a father on the choice of a profession ) 

Lucknow . 

28th April, 1879. 

Mt dear father, 

When 1 received yonr kind letter I thought of writing 
by leturn to say that nothing would please me more than 
to enter business, and have thus an opportunity of perhaps 
one day becoming one of yonr assistants. But. bearing 
in mind ^oui injunction to think the subject well over 
foi a month I could not reply at once without being guilty of 
something like disiespect 

The month has now, however, expired, and I am at liberty 
to answer yoni letter, and to express my gratitude for the 
confidence you place in me in consulting my wishes and views 
as regards my careei in life 

Having thought carefully on all sides of the question to the 
best of my ability, I can come to no other conclusion than 
that I would like to qualify myself to be a merchant, and thus 
endeavour to follow in youi footsteps I have made consider- 
able progiess in accounts as tanght in the schools, and while 
reading geogiaphical works I ha^e paid particular attention 
to the desci iption given of the commodities of the different 
countiies with which Indian mei chants have dealings 

I hope I shall give satisfaction, whether I am placed in 
vour oivn oflSce or in that of one of voui friends 1 am le- 
solved to do all in my power to make ra yself useful whei ever 
I may be, and wuth that new I shall employ a portion of my 
leisui“ in acquiring a knowledge ot matters that are but little 
knowm to me atpiesent 

It pleases me very much to think that you have been 
desirous to see me follow the track, which you have so 
successfully pursued I know of no profession that 1 would 
embrace sooner than that of mei chant especially as in this 
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calling r may count upon receiving your advice and assist- 
ance, whenever I may require them 

I remain, 

My deal father, 

Ever your affectionate son, 
DHURANDAR PERSHAD, ^ 

No 29 —(From a son to his father reporting his progress 

in study ) 

Mussoouie 
17t/i Feh uai'y, 1895 
My peak father, — I see you cannot dispense with my 
weel ly letter , and I must not be disobedient 1 know your 
request is all for my own good But I wish, indeed, I 
could write better, for my letters are not worth reading 

I believe I shall get on bettei with my lessons this terra, 
as Mr Gordon has placed me in a higher class I am now 
in the junior division of the Eiitiance class I have to work 
harder, and I shall do my best to get on 

I think Ml Goidon intends to give us some instruction 
in letter-writing, as he has been doing to the seniors I 
shall then, I think, make lapid progiess in the art to which 
you so strongly urge me to attend 1 have mide up my 
mind to write to you every Wednesday, but I hope that you 
will kindly excuse all the imperfections of my composi- 
tion 

1 remain, rav dear father. 

Your affectionate son, 

JWALA DUTP JOSm 

No 30 —(To a fatlier making exouses for kis oouduot ) 

Barmlly, 

17th Septembci, 1892 - 
Mydbar father, — I am veiv soi ry to have displeased you, 
and promise not to give you any occasion for displeasure 
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as;ain is not always that one can pnt np with harsh 
treatment, howevei well disjioied he may be One of our 
teachers is unnecessaiily unkind He treats ns as if we 
helonired fo another sphere of lite If we go up to him with 
our difficulties, he laughs at us and calls ns names The 
List time 1 had an occasion to go to him he tieated me so 
badly that I could not help observing I was not going to 
tolerate it any longei The teacher at once left the class 
and reported my conduct to the headmastei , who, I am soi ry 
to say, was a little hasty and lepiesented the matter to you 
without receiving any explanation from me I have now 
explained to him how it all happened He told me that 
there could he no excuse for a boy being i ude to a teacher 
It often happened that a teacher was wrong and unjust, but 
it was necessary for the sake of discipline, if for no other 
reason, to censure the boy I can see that the headmaster 
is right, and I am very sorry foi what I did. I am trying to 
make amends for my conduct, and shall have no peace of 
mind if 1 heal you are still angiy 

Your dutiful son, 
KAILAS H NARAYAN 

No 31.— (Giving an account of illness ) 

St. John’s College, Agka . 

19t1i Aprils 1894 

Mt dear brother, 

You would have had no reason to complain of my 
long silence, had I prefeircd my self-]U'=«tification to your 
ease I wrote you a letter, which now lies in my drawer, 
but in such a weak state of body, and in so desponding 
and comfortless a tone of mind, that I knew it would 
give you pain, and therefoi e I chose not to send it I have in- 
deed been ill, but, thanks to Grod, I am recovered My nerves 
weie shattered by over-application, and the absence of all 
that could amuse, and also the presence of many things, which 



( 56 ) 

■weighed heavily upon my spirits When I found in-^ self too 
ill to read, and too desponding to enduie my divn reflections, 
1 discovered that it was really a miserable thing to be destitute 
of a soothing and supporting hand when nature most needed 
it I wandered up and down from one man’s room to another, 
andfiomone college to another, imploring society, a littJe 
conversation, and a little relief of the buiden which pressed 
upon my spirits , and I am soriy to say, that those who, when 
Iwascheeifnl and lively, sought my society with avidity, 
now, when I actually needed conversation, were too busy to 
grant it Our college examination was then appioaching, 
and this was an additional giief I went to our pimcipal, 
with tears in my eyes, and told him I must absent myself 
from the examination, a step which would have precluded 
me fiom a station among the scholarship-hold eis until the 
second} ear He earnestly counselled me to inn the risk Our 
suigeon gave me strong stimulants and snppoi ting medicines 
during the examination week, and somehow I appeared m the 
examination The lesnlt has not been yet out, but I have 
stiong hopes of sncceSb 

1 have only one thing more to tel] yon about my illness • 
I have found in a }onng man, viitb whom I had a little 
acquaintance, that kind care and attention which 1 looked for 
in vain from those who prolessed themselves my nearest 
friends At a time, when Jagadmdra Tewari could not find 
leisure to devote a single evening to his sick fiiend, even 
when he earnestly implored it, Krishna Gropal constantly, and 
even against my wishes, devoted eveiy evening to the leliev- 
ing of my melancholy, and the enlivening of my solitaiy 
hours With the most constant and affectionate assiduity, 
he gave me my medicines, administered consolation to my 
spirits, and even put me to bed 

I think I have now nearly tired you Piay write to me 
soon, and believe me, 

Yoni very affectionate brother, 
BASANT PERSHAD 
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No 32 — (Announcing a visit ) 

Alig iRH • 

12th Februai^, 1893. 

My de\r cousisr, 

In consequence of an alteration in mv plans, I sliall 
ha\e the pleasnie of seeincr you at the latter end of the 
\rcek, and I wish j on so to inform my aunt The reason 
ot this chanije is tln> : I have over-exerted myself, and 
I find it absolatel}’ necessary to take some relaxation and to 
give up study entirely for a short time, in oider that I may 
go on better heieairei 

This has been occasioned bj onr college lectures, which I 
attended too late, on account of mv being occupied in 
preparing tor the Bible scholarship examination I 
was obliged to fag so hard for the college lectures, as 
the time dien on, that I could take no exercise. Thus I soon 
knocked myself up. and I now labour under a great geneial 
relaxation and much nervous weaknesb 

Change of air and place vmU speedily remove these symp- 
toais, ind I shall certainly give up the Depailmental exami- 
nation, rather than injure m> health 

Do not mention these things in your letter to mother, as 
she will make it a cause of nnnece'ssai v nneosmes'? 

I rema’ii, 

Yonrs atlf ctionately, 
PARBSH CHAXDRA GUPTA. 

Nc. 33 —(On the same subject ) 

Aligarh . 

17th Fcbruaiy^ 1893 

De\r cousin, 

I was sorr}' to receive your letter desiring me to defer 

3 oarney * and I am soiij to be iorced to tell yon the 
reason of mj coming to 3 on sooner than 3 on wish me I have 
had an attack of m 3 ' old nei vous complaint, and my spin ts 
have been so wretched] v shatteied, that the suigeon says 
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I shall never be well till I have removed somewhere, where 
I can have society and imuboraent It is a very distressinp; 
thing to bo ill in college, where yon have no attendance, and 
very little society Mr Girgan, onr Piofessoi, who takes a 
lively mteiest in his students, told me this morning that I 
must go to my fi lends directh, and lelieve myself with com- 
plete relaxation from study Undei these circumstances, the 
obiect ot my journey to Etiwah will be answered by the more 
residence in my aunt’s familj, and by cessation from reading 
While I am here, I am wretched , 1 cannot read, the slightest 
application makes mo faint , 1 have very little society, and 
that IS quite a force upon my friends 1 am determined, 
therefore, to leave tins place on Saturday morning, and j ou 
may lest satisfied that the purpose of my lourney will be 
fully accomplished by the prattle ol my aunt’s little ones, and 
her care I am not an invalid, since 1 have no sickness or 
ailment, but I am weak and low-spirited, and unable to read 
The last is the gieatest calamity I can experience of a wordly 
nature 


I remain, 

Affectionately yonis, 
POKBSH OHAEDRA GUPTA 

No 84r-(To an uncle offering thanks for a present ) 

C 0 LONELGA.NJ 
]4lh Noiember, 1896 

My DP AH UNCLE, — I thank a on vorj^ much for the fine 
big rocking hoi so jon have been so kind as to send me I 
shall now bo able to have some delightful long rides For 
youi own sake as w ell as tb it ot the noble horse, you may 
be sure I shall tieat him with great care and tenderness 

Youi loving and obliged nephew, 

BAMANAND 
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No 35— (To a ‘brother annottnoing tho death of a sister ) 

Naini 

13t1i September, 1891. 

Dear Lalta, — You may imagine with what anguish I 
sit down to tell you that our sweet little sister died this 
morning about five o’clock. She was seized in the evening 
with a ^01 1 of convulsion and fainting fits, and expiicd at 
the tune I have mentioned. 

The suddenness of the calamity and the affliction with 
which oni mother doted on the poor little child have cost 
her dearly She is distracted with a thousand agonising re- 
collections 


I have undei taken tho painful diitv of making this sad 
announcement to 3'on onl}’ to persuade you to come here foi 
6 or 7 days If 3'ou can manage to come down foi a week 
01 so, jmur presence and mine may tend to compose oiii 
mother a gieat deal It it be possible !oi )ou to do so, pi ay 
start as soon as you got this. Hoping to see you heie by 
the evening mail, ^ 

I remain, affectionately yours, 
BODH AIAL. 

No 80 —(To a motlier givingr an account of health 
and studies ) 


Btawah : 

22nd February, 1893. 

My dear mother, 

You no doubt have been sm prised at not having heaid 

fl Til T f ^ 1^0 no so 

to hud that 1 am w riling this at my aunt’s in Btaw.ih 

liiarlheen so much taken up with the Bible scholaishm 
even to 300, and I am now come to this place in order 
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to give myself eveiy relaxation and amusement I can, for 
I had read so much at tbe college, that my health was 
rather affected, and 1 was advised to give myselt the lespite 
of a week or a fortnight, in ordei to recover strength 
I arrived heie on Saturday night, and should have written 
yesterday, m ordei to remove any uneasiness yon might feel 
on my account, but theie was no post on Sunday after 8 in 
the moining 

I have now to communicate some agreeable intelligence to 
you On Friday last, our English Piofessor, who is very 
kind to me, sent foi me, and told me he was sorry to hear 
I had been ill , he understood I was low-spirited, and wished 
to know whether 1 frightened ravselt about college expense's 
I told him frankly that they did contribute a little to 
harass me His answei was to this pni pose — “ My dear 
boy, I beg you will not trouble yourself on this subiect, 
1 will take ( ii e youi expenses are not very burdensome — 
Leave that to me ” He advised me to go to ray friends, and, 
amu'iO myself with a total cessation from reading He desired 
me to be under no apprehensions , he shook bands with me 
very affectionately, and wished mo a speedy recovery These 
attentions from a man like our Professor are very marked , 
and he is w'ell know'u for doing moi e than he says I need 
not tell you whether I am piogres&ing in my studies The 
treatment our Professor has accorded me is a sufficient 
guarantee of my advancement 1 am sure, after these 
assurances from so respectable a man, 1 have nothing to fear, 
and I hope you will never repine on my account again , 
according to every appearance, my lot in life is certain 

Your affectionate and dutiful son, 
PORESH 

No 37 -(Re-assuring a motlier ) 

Sbirampore, 17th October, 1893 

Dearest mother, 

I am quite unhappy to see yon so anxious on my 
account, and also that yon should think me neglectful of 
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you Belle^e me, my de*u uiofchei, ni'y tliousjlits are often 
with ion Neiei do 1 hi} myself on my hed until von have 
all passed before me m ray piayeis, and one of m} first 
eaithly iMshes is to make yon comfortable, and pi o vide that 
rest and qmet foi youi mind which yon so much need , 
and nevei tejir but I 'shall have it in my poiier sometimes oi 
other Illy prospects wear aflatteimg appearance, and on 
all acconnts, youhaio much leason to indulge in happier 
dreams My health is coii'^ideiably bettei Onh do von 
take as much eaie of yoius as 1 do of mine, and all im11 be 
well 1 e\hoi t and entreat and beseech you that, as } on love 
me and all youi childien, yon will take yom bitters without 
ceasing As } on wish me to pay legaid to your exhortation, 
pi a} attend to this 

Youi affectionate son, 
JAGAT DURLABff 

No 88 —(From a student who has recently joined school 

to his mother ) 

Aligakh 

' 29 fh September 1894 

My deabest '\rAM3ri\, — Although I was almost heait- 
broken at paiting from yon for the first time in my life, 1 
felt that yon would nevei have let nio quit home but foi 
my own good , and I hope I am not ungiateful enough to 
prefer mere selfish gratification to fntuie welfare 

I find school much less disagieeahle than I expected. 
There are, of couise, many variations of disposition — foi a 
school is like a little woild — but, foi the most part, the hoys 
make themselves veiy pleasant to mo Mr Ghakravaiti is 
kindness itself, and sets an example of mutual good-will to 
all of us 

My studies are, 1 think, progressing satisfactoiily, al- 
though I am, of couise, in the background as }et, pspccially 
in my mathematics 
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How I Ion® to kiss atvd embrace you agam I God bless 
yoa, dear mamma, and believe me, 

Tonr ever affectionate son, 

NUR MUHAMMAD 

No 39 —(Advising tbe despatch of spectacles ) 

Calodtta 

21st June^ 1890. 

Mt dear mother, 

I have mucn pleasure in sending per to-day’s parcel 
post a pair of spectacles for dear father They are, I 
hope, such as will enable him to read with ease, although 
they aie not set in silver Yon may think 1 am not 
privileged to make presents, since they, in the end, will come 
out ot 1 oni pocket, but 1 am not in want of cash at present, 
and have reason to believe, from m\ own calculations I shall 
not have occasion to call upon j'ou for what I know yon can 
so ill spare 

Yesterday I was examined in Persian, and so well was I 
prepared that almost without studying over the subject, I have 
given satisfaction 

I am happy to tell you that I am much better in health 
than before 

With love to yon all, 

I remain. 

Your affectionate son, 
ALTAF HUSAIN 

No 40 — (From a son to liis father acknowledging a 
present ) 

Boarding House, Barabanki District School, 

9th September, 1894 

Mt dear FATEffiR, — How kind of yon to think of me 
immediately after your return from Calcutta The books yon 
sent are so very beautiful, that I should have been afraid of 
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exciting the envy of my scbool-fellows had it not been for the 
liberal supply ol Bengali sweetmeats, by which they were 
accompanied. 

1 assuie yon, I spare no trouble to win the good opinion 
of my teachers , and, it I may indoje from their kindness 
towards me, I am not altogether unsuccessful 

I am enjoying excellent health and spii its , but I hope, 
now you aie in Lucknow, you will sometimes come down and 
see your son ; for, believe me, nothing but an occasional 
thought of pool , lonely papa, ever inti udes upon my cheer- 
fulness Our English teacher has frequently expressed a 
wish to see yon, so that 1 shall look forwaid with anxiety for 
that happy occasion 

Again thanking you foi your thoughtful and liberal kind- 
ness. 

Believe me to remain, 

My deal father. 

Tour ever affectionate and grateful son, 
RAM DAYAL 

No 41 —{Giving an account of lU-health ) 

3, Haerison Road, Calcutta: 

5th December, 1893 

dv DEAR MOTHER, 

Do not think I am reading hard : I believe it is all 
>ver with that I had a lecurrence of my old complaint, 
he palpitation of heart, within this last four or five days, 
rhich has halt unneived me for everything The state 
»f my health is leally miserable ; I am well and lively in the 
Doming, and overwhelmed with nervous horrors in the 
'vening, I do not know how to proceed with regai d to my 
tudies, a very slight overstretch of the mind m the day- 
ime occasions not only a sleepless night, but a night of 
jloom and horror. The systole and diastole of my heart 
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seem to be playing at ball— the stike, being my life. I can 
only say the game is not yet decided X hope as the snmmei 
comes, my spiiitb, which have been with the swallows a 
winter’s ]oarney, will come with it When ray spirits 
aie lestoied, my health will be restored Piay, my dear 
mother, that 1 may have serenity and peace of mind, for, 
when 1 get these, all will be well 

Yom miseiable son, 
BHAGABATl PRASAD 

No 42 —(From a son to his father giving? an account of his 

school life ) 

Shi!.lfoed, 

22nd> Fehrimy, 1813 

My dear papa, 

As this IS a whole holiday, I cannot find a better time 
foi answeiing your lettei With lespect to my health, 
lam very well, and toleiably cheeifal, as Blundell, the 
best and most clever of all the scholais, is veiv kind, ind 
talks to me, and takes my pait He is quite a 1 1 lend of Mr 
Piestons The othei boys, especially Lyon, ,i Scotch boy, 
and Wilbei force, are very good-natured, and we might 
have gone on very well, had not one, a Biistol fellow, come 
here He is unanimously allowed to be a'q'neer f&llow, and 
is generally chaiacterised as a foolish boy, and by most ot 
ns an ill-natured one In my learning X do Xenophon every 
day, and twice a week the Odyssey, m which lam classed 
with Wilberfoice, whom all the boys allow to be very clever, 
veiy droll, and very impudent We do Latin veises twice 
a week, and 1 have not yet been laughed at, as Wilbeifoice 
is the only one who hears them, being m my class We 
are exercised also once a week in English composition, and 
once in Latin composition, and letters of persons lenowned 
in histoiy to each other. Wegetbyheait Gieek giammar 
or Virgil eveiy evening As for seimon-wnting, X ha\e 
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hithorfo got off nith cro<Ht, and I bopo 1 sbil! keep np niy 
reputation. "VTe had had the fiist meeting of our debating 
society the otlier day, when a vote ot censnre vras moved 
for upon TN'ilberforce, but be getting np said, * Mr. Presi- 
dent, L bog to second tbo motion ’ Bv this means he escaped 
The kindness which Mr Preston shows mo is vciy great 
He always a‘-si'«ts mein what 1 cannot do, and takes me 
to w.ilk out with him every now and then My room is a 
deliglithil snug little chambei, which nobody can enter, as 
there is u tiiek about opening the dooi- X sit like a king, 
with ni) writing-desk betorc me, for (would you behove it ?) 
there IS a WTiting-desk in ray ch^st of drawoia ; m} hooks 
are on one side, and my box of papers on the other, with my 
arin-ch iir and ray candle , for every boy ha-? a eandleotick, 
snuffers, and evtmguisber of his own. Being piessed foi 
room, I will coiiclado w’hatl have to say to-nioifo\v and ever 
remain. 

Your affectionate son, 

THOMAS B. MACAULAY. 

No 43 —(On tbe oboioe of "books ) 

Awgarh • 

J2th Jarmary^ 1894. 

My 1 )E\R BROxncR, 

You wi«5h mo to name you a number of books, the 
stnd> of winch maycieatein yon a relish for stndy A 
relish tor reaihng is a sweet source ot aninseinent and will 
prove a salutary relaxation to you throughout life ; but 
let it not be more than ii rd>s?t, if you value ^onr own 
peace 1 think that you ought to strengthen first your 
mind a little, and for this purpose I would advise you to go 
through Euclid with sedulous and serious attention. You 
are, lam afraid, too desultory a reader, and regard amusement 
too much . if you wish your leudmg lu good earnest to 
a»i«5c y ou when y on are old, as well as now m your y outh, 

5 
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yon will take care to form a taste for substantial and soniid 
authors, and will not bo the less eager to study a work 
because it requires some laboui to understand it 

After you have read Euclid, you should ‘ amuse* yourself 
with Lock’s Sublime Speculations and Butler’s Analogy, 
which latter is without exception the most unanswerable de- 
monstration of the folly of infidelity that the world ever saw. 

Books like these will give you more strength of mind and 
consistent firmness than either you or 1 now possess , while, 
on the othei hand, the efieininnte Panada of Magazines, 
Tales, and the tribe of penny-catching pamphlets of which 
desultory readers are so fond, only tend to enervate the mind, 
and incapacitate it for every species of manly exertion 

1 will write to you more on this subject, when you 
acknowledge receipt of this Jettei 

I remain. 

Your affectionate fiiend and bi other, 
MADHO RAM 

No 44 —(Sending an intimation of partial recovery ) 

Benakes 

mil Mai oh, 1892. 

Mr DEAR MOTHER, 

I can scarcely write more to you now, than just to 
calm your uneasiness ou my account I am perfectly well 
again, and have experienced no recurrence of the fit ; 
my spirits too are better, and I read very model ately I 
hope that God will be pleased to spare his rebellious child. 
This stroke has brought me nearer to Him. Whom indeed 
have I for my comforter but Him ? Pray to the heavenly 
father for — 

Your affectionate son, 
PANNA LAL 
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CEAPTER VI. 

LETTERS FROM STUDENTS TO HEADS OF 
SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, ETC. 

No 1 —(From a student to the Headmaster of a school apply- 
ing for admission ) 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Chlrch Mission School, 

Jaunpur. 

SiK, 

I have lately come to this place from Azamgarh, and 
respectfully request that yon will admit me from the com- 
mencement of the next month into the fourth class of your 
school 

I beg to forward herewith a copy of my Scholar’s register 
from which you will find that I was in the fourth class, when 
I left my last school, and that 1 have duly paid all the tuition 
fees and other dues of -the school. 


Wellbndqanj, Jaunpur 
25tli February^ 1891 




To 


Direction on the envelope : — 


Yours obedientlv, 

RAM JASAN MISSER. 


The head MASTER, 

Church Mission School. 

Jaunpur 

No. 2.--(From a student to the Principal of a College apnlying 
„ for admission ) 

To 

The principal, 

OANTfiNG College, 

^ Lucknow. 

Sir, 

I ^ve the honor to request that you will admit me to the 
J list Year Class from the commencement of the next session. 
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I passed the late Entrance Examination from the Zila 
School, BLardoi, as. my scholar’s register shows, and have 
paid dll the tuition fees dne up to date 

I am, Sir, 

Khtaliganj, Litojknow , ) Your obedient servant. 

The 2nd July, 1891 § BATUK DAYAL 

(Direction on the envelope as above) 


No 8 — & student applying for leave of absence on 
account of marriage ) 


To 


The principal, 

Lashkar College, 

Lashkar 

‘ SlK, 

My youngest brother is to be married next week, and 
as my father is an old, helpless man, and 1 am the only per- 
son, who can make the necessary arrangements, L beg to be 
allowed leave of absence for a fortnight 

' Youis obedientiv, 
PEABHD RAM, 

4th Apiil, 1894 2nd Year Class 

(Direction on the envelope as above) 

No 4 —(Application for leave of absence on account of sick- 
ness } 

Sir, 

I am suffering from a severe attack of fever which ren- 
ders me quite unable to attend school 1 beg, therefore, that 
you will kindly grant me leave of absence for a week 


Yours obedientiv, 

HEMANTA KUMAR MAZUMDAR, 

2nd Class 


1st May, 1892, 
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jJo 6 — (Por leave of absenoe on aoconnt of sickness ) 

To 

J W BROWN, Esq, M A, 

HeA-DM ASTER, 

Grovt High School, 

Bangalore 

Sir, — I am sorry to inform you that in consequence ot an 
attack of fever I am nnable to leave my room, and must 
theietoie beg leave of absence from school for 4 or 5 days I 
remember to-dn}^ is the dav fixed by you for the commence- 
ment of oui test examination, but I cannot help absenting 
myselt troin it I will piocuie and forward a medical certi- 
ficate as soon as 1 am well enough to do so 

I remain, 

' Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
CHINTAMANI SRINIVAS. 

Baiigalore lltli 189S 
Direction on the envelope : — 

To 

J W BROWN, Esq , M. A , 

Headmaster, 

\ Govt High School, 
Bangalme 

No 6 —(Applying for leave of absence J 
To 


Sir, 


The head MASTER, 

District School, 
Baieillg. 


I respectfully request the favour of your granting me 
leave of absence for a week, that I may go home to visit a 
member of my family, who is seriously ill 


17th September^ 1895 


I remain. Sir, 
Yours obediently, 
HARBILAS SAHAE, 
Eetraece Class. 
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No 7 —(For leave of absenoe on aooount of illness ) 

27, Amherst Street, Calcutta ; 

27th May, 1891 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Rbpon College, 

C alcutta. 

Sir, — As I have got a chest disease, and onr family Doctor 
has recommended complete relaxation from study, I request 
that you will kindly giant me leave of absence for a month 
The Medical Certificate is hei ein enclosed 

There are, 1 know, only two months now remaining for 
our annual examination, and if the Doctor had not consi- 
dered an absolute relaxation necessary, 1 should not have 
ventured to apply for leave , but 1 trust that taking 
into consideration the reason that has compelled me to apply, 
you will not refuse my request 

I remain, 

Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
GOKUL PRASAD MITTER, 

8rd Class 

(Direction on the envelope as above ) 

No. 8 —(Applying' for leave of absence) 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Rifah-i-am School, 

Ayra 

Sm, 

I just receive a telegram from Muttra intimating that ray 
mother is dangerously ill 1 request the favour of your 
granting me leave of absence for a week that 1 may go and 
see her / 

Your obedient pupil, 
DULI GHAND. 


13th April, 1897 
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Uo 9.— (From a student to the Headmaster of a sohool apply- 
ing for the removal of his name ) 


To 


The head MASTER, 

Mukebji’s Seminaby, 

Muzafaiyur 


Sir. 

A change in the appointment of my father compels 
him to leave this place with family, and as there is a good 
Anglo-Vernacular High School in the station to which he 
has been transferred, he has desired me to apply to yon for 
the removal of my name from your registers and the grant of 
a Transfer Certificate. 

I remain, 

Sib, 

Mxizaffabpdb . Tours obediently, 

V BIHDA PERSHAD, , 

21st September^ 1890, j 1st Class. 

(Direction on the envelope as above.) 


Nc. 10 —{Applying for an extension of leave.) 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Dubbab High School, 

Reioah. 

Sir, 

As I am still confined to bed and am too weak to attend 
to any work, I solicit the favour of your granting me an ex- 
tension of leave for a fortnight. 

I remain, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
BRINDABAN DUBEY. 


16th August^ 1885. 
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No 11 —(Applying for admission as a free student ) 

Ram Bagh, Ben^ares 

2nd July, 1891 

To 

The principal, 

Queen’s College, 

Benares 

Sir, 

1 beg to state that 1 passed the last Entrance Examina- 
tion from the B P School, and have a great mind to pro- 
secute my studies further, but foi want of support find it 
hard to do so 1 was a free student in the above school, as 
will appear fiom my Transfer Certificate The accompany- 
ing note fiom Pandit Suiaj Mil, Rais and Honorar)’^ Magis- 
trate, will show that he is willing to grant me a scholarship of 
five rupees a month, if I may be Liken as a free student in your 
college I respectfully request you will grant me this 
favour I need not say 3 on will find me punctual m 
attendance, and attentive to my studies 

1 have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient seivant, 
MAKKHAN L\L 
(Direction on the envelope as above ) 

No 18 —(Applying for admission as a free student ) 

13, Krishna Road, Karachi. 

3rd January^ 1894 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Karachi High School 
Sir, 

1 respecttully request you to do me the favour of 
admitting me as a free student in the thud class 1 belonged 
to the Govt. High School, but as, through the recent death of 
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' my brother, I am thrown entirely upon my own resoni ces, and 
cannot pay the tuition fee, my name has been lemoved 
fioni it, 1 appeared for the hist Middle Examination and 
was plucked m mathematics only I have this ycai made 
a consideiable prosiess in this sub]ect, and, as you will find 
on examination, have a rea<ionable chance of success 

I need not add that I will do my best to prove worthy 
of the favour I ask for. 

I am, Sir, 

Youis obediently, 
GATTU MAL 


' No 13 — (Solioitingr leave of absence ) 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Hitka,ri2?i Sabha School, 

' Jubhnlvur 

Sir, 

1 have been suffering from a severe attack of Neuialgia, 
and the Doctoi has asked me to abstain from all mental 
exertion May 1 ask you to be sooif enough to gi.int me 
leave of absence foi 2 weeks ’ It I b'el a littie better before 
this peiiod, 1 will not fail to attend school 

I lemaiij. Sir 
Yours ie‘5peet{nlly, 

JAI CHAND, 

19th July^ 1897 4th class 


To 


No 14 -'(Applying for remission of tuition fee and 
gi ant of a scholarsliip ) 


The superintendent, 

Christian ( ollege, 

^ Madras 

Dear Sir, , 

I have been reading m this institution foi upwards of 

our years, and I think have always given jou satisfaction 
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by recrnlar payment of all dues, attention to studies, aud a 
good moral conduct 

The sudden and unexpected death of my father now com- 
pels me to apply for a favour, which, kiud as you are, I know 
you will not refuse I have been left entirely helpless, and 
find it impossible to continue my studies, unless you may be 
pleased to exempt mo from payment of tuition fee and to 
grant a monthly scholarship sufficient for my maintenance 

I know how willing yon always are to help deserv- 
ing students and also that yon have sufficient funds at } our 
disposal to enable you to do so , it is this which leads me to 
make what might otherwise appear an unreasonable request. 

Apologising for the favour asked for, 

£ remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
WILLIAM THOMAS, 
2nd Year Class, 

1st Februaiy, 1893 

No 15 —(Applying for leave of absence) 

To The HEAD MASTER, 

Government College, 

Ajmere. 

Sir, — I request the favour of your granting me leave the 
remaining hours of the school, as I feel extremely unwell and 
am quite unable to go on with my work 

Youis respectfully, 

10th Fovembei , 1896, SITA RAM BHARGAYA. 

No 16 —(Applying for remission of tuition fee ) 

To 

BABU KRISHNA BEHARI SEN, M A, 

Rector, Albert College, 
Calcutta 

Sir, ' X 

A reduction mthe establishment of Messrs Newman and 
‘°0o has left ray father out of employ, and I find il my painful 
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duty to request that so long ns my father does not secure an 
appointment elsewhere, you will be so good as to exempt me 
from paying the monthly tuition fee. If you refuse to show 
me this favour, I am afi aid I shall have to suspend school 
attendance foi some months. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient pupil, 
ABDUL QADIR, 

IBth August^ 1893. 1st Yeas Class. 

No 17.— (Soliciting le^ve of absence ) 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Autan Institute, 

Almora 

SlE, 

I respectfully beg to state that piivate affairs of a very 
urgent nature requite my presence at home. May I request 
the favour of your excusing my non-attendance to-day 

I remain. Sir, 


Yours respectfully, 

9th August, 1897. SARADA PRASAD. 

No IS —(In answer to an advertisement ) 

3, Beni Prasad’s Lane, Dacca • 
17th Julu, 1892. 

To 

The SECRETARY, 

Jubilee High School Cosimitteb, 

Dacca 

Sir 

Allow me to address you on the subject of your adver- 
tisement for a numbei of students, who have passed the Minor 
Evainination in the fiist grade and are willing to join your 
pchool. 
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I pas‘? 0 d the Minor Examination in the first grade in 1890, 
and have been reading in the fourth class of the (Ihurch 
Mission Middle Sohool I am willing to be transferred to the 
Jubilee School on the terms mentioned in the advertisement 

Babii Hem Ohandi a Mallik, B L , Pleadei , Local Bar, has 
consented to iepl> to ain’^ enyiiiries that may be made to him 
regarding my chaiacter 

Dacca 1 I am, Sir, 

V Yours obediently, 

Btd July, 1891 ) HIRA LAL CHAKRA VARTI 

Mo 10 —(From a student now at college to his former 
schoolmaster ) 


Benares Collkoe, 
16th September, 1896 

Dear Sib,— I sinceiely hope this brief epistle from an 
old pupil will not be thought impeitinent 1 wiite this to 
offer 111 r heaitfelt thanks foi the v'ords of counsel that I 
received from voii when at school and that now piuvo of 
immenae seivice to me Your eviraple as well as yoni eon- 
veidation exercise snfHcient infiiience over mv conduct here 
to enable me to withstand some of the temptations of the 
place and to think of duties higher than those which merely 
result fiom imbition or self-»ati*,f ii tion I am happy in en- 
loyiug the society ot loiuig men, who have greatei belief in 
conscience than in mere talent , and 1 trust that I am living 
as yon would wish me, and have taught me, to live 

My studies are pi ogressing most satisfactorily, if at least 
I can laki in\ success in the last qiiaiteily examination as a 
warrau" of merit The Piiucipal of out college has pud me 
much kind ittmtion and mv tutor spares no puns, so that 
1 have altogether much to be thankful for 
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I look forv\ard With deliulit to the time when we shall 
a«.iin meet. Meanwliile, believe that no success tan evei 
efface the lemenibrance ot the kind friend and piecei tor to 
whom 1 owe all With sinceiest wishes for your health, 
happiness, and long contiuu.mce in your exemplary career of 
useinlness, 

Believe me, Dear Sir, 

Your ever affectionate and obedient pupil, 
MURLI MANOHAR 

No 20 —(Explaining the cause of non-attendance ) 

To 

Tnr HEAD MASTER, 

District School, 

Delhi 

Dear Sir, 

I am soiry to say that my father is too ill to allow of my 
leaving him I am therefore compelled to be absent from 
school to-day But J send my exercise book with Ramadhm 
Panday, and hope to be able to come to-moirow 

Yoni obedient pupil, 
MUHAMMAD NAZIR 
No 21 —(Offering an apologv ) 

Nayagaon, Lloknow 
17th Fehi uary, 1893 

To 

The PRINCIPAL. 

Canning College, 

Lucknow 

Sir, 

With reference to your notification lusticahng mo ^rom 
the Law Class, unless 1 at once apologise to 5 on, I hereby 
beg to offer an unqualified apology for my conduct. 

1 have the honor to he, 

Sir, 

Y"oni olu'diont sen ant, 
SHYAM BEHARl LAL 
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No 2S —(From a stndent for the removal of his name ) 

To 

Babu JAGAT SAHAE, B A , 

Headmaster, Kayestha Pathshala. 
Sir, 

I Lave been a pupil in the Patbsbala under you for the 
last SIX years, and appeared tbe last year for the English 
Middle Examination, which I passed successfully being 
placed in the Second Division I regret to say that a week 
ago, my uncle, who was the suppoiter of our family, died, 
and I am unable to continue at school any longer, for I 
must now try to obtain some appointment, by which I 
may earn mj' own living May I ask yon to kindly grant 
me a certificate to help me in getting some work ^ 

I remain. 

Sib, 

Yours obediently, 
GANESHI LAL, 

2nd Class 

17th September^ 1890 

(Direction as above ) 

No 28 —(From a student for a letter of recommendation ) 

To 

The headmaster, 

City School, 

Patna, 

Dear Sir, 

I find it very hard to continue at school because of the 
expense, which I have got no body to pay me My brother, 
who mamtained me so long, has desired me to at once discon- 
tinue my studies, for he has applied for pension and must 
curtail all expenditure I hear, however, from a friend that 
Babu Sideshwar Mukerji, Head Accountant, Opium Factory, 
requires 5 extra cleiks for May and June, the very months, 
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for' which the school will remain closed. The salary is 
Rupees 20 pei mensem, and forty lupees, togethei with such 
help as my brothei may giant, I shall find sufficient to main- 
tain me at school during the tew months now remaining for 
the Entrance Examination I believe you are personally ac- 
quainted with Sideshwai Babu, and take the liberty of 
asking you to kindly giant me a letter to that gentleman, 
which, I am sure, would have more weight with him than a 
formal certificate. The kind mteiest you have always taken 
in me is my apology for this liberty. 

I remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Tours respectfully, 
MUHAMMAD YUSUF, 

The 26th April, 1893. Entrance Class. 

No. 24r.--(Froin an ex-atudent for a letter of recommendation ) 

Kasbibazar, Murshidabad ; 
lOtk August, 1890. 

To 

The principal, 

Behramfore College. 

Dear Sir, 

A post of head clerk has fallen vacant in the office of 
Private Secretary to the l^Iaharam Sarnomoia, and the 
appointment is in the gift of Babu Boikuntha Nath Barat, 
who IS the Dewan. I wish to offer myself as a candidate, 
and I respectfully request yon to kindly give me a letter to 
that gentleman, who, I undeistand, is a particular friend of 
yours. 

When circumstances forced me last year to leave the 3rd 
Tear Class, you were pleased to grant me a certificate respect- 
my qualifications and chaiacter. Strong as the certi- 
ficate IS, I think that a letter from you written to Boikuntha 
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Babu vvoul.1 bp of greater c'^iisequeoee in inviting his faA'onr- 
able considH.ifion to iny ca^e, .mil so I take the liberty to 
make this request. 

Yours respectfully, 

HARIPADA MAZTJMDAR. 

No 25 —(From a student applsdng for a testimonial ) 

To 

The head MASTER, 

Arvan School 
Almoia 
Sir, 

In reply to an advertisement for a private tutor I men- 
tioned thit I w vs a student of the first class of this institution, 
and th.it I passed the English Middle Examination of 1888 
1 have been required by tiie father of the boy for whom the 
jiiivate tutor IS wanted to pi odnee from you a testimonial 
leg tiding my qualifications and character I respectfully 
beg you will giant it 

Yours obediently, 

PREM SDKH, 

'llie 15th Jnhj, 1890 Enttame Class 

No 26 —{From a student requesting the Principal to forward 
his petition with remarks of his own ) 

To 

F W TOMORY, Esq , M A , 

Principal, Hujib’s College 
Sib, 

I read in the “Statesman ” of to-day’s issue that a pn- 
■vate tutor is required by Lala Han Mohan Kapur for his son, 
a lad of 11 years The tutor is required to attend every 
morning for three hours, and the salary he is to obtain is 
75 rupees a month The gi eat interest you .il w.aya take in 
me, and, indeed, in all your pupils, encourages me to request 
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tliatyoa will foiw.ml ibe accompanvinc; petition I have ad- 
diessed to tlie a’no\o gendenmi aitli snchiemarks of your 
own regard] ni; in\ meiit'S, a« vou nia'^, in this Ctise, con- 
sidei nec“Ssiiiy Lila II in ilohau wants a B A» having 
sonic expenenc.0 a* a tutor I heg to *'ii, (as I liaven^eady 
mentioned in the petition ) tint I have hail a ceitain 
ot eN.perience 'll piivate t^acliMig having coached a st^^pf 
Babn llineshnar Obandi i idillik tor rhe Mifcriculat^| 
Evummatiou, which he paab*'d this yeai snceesalully 



5l1i September, 1892. 


I h ive the honoi to be, 

Sin, ^ ^ 
Your obedient pupil, 
SlllPATI 

6th Yexr Cla^s 



No 27 —(Address to a Piofessor going home on leave 
of aoseace ) 

RB^ AND Dear Sir, 

Wo, the students of the Licknou Ohiistian College, 
are now a&sembled li“ie to «;ay oiir {'iieaell to you on tho 
occasion oi } 0111 departure tioin on i inid«it We tike this 
opportiinitv ol p\pi essing our deep gratitude toivards von for 
tne const int self-denial j on have sliown loroiii improvement, 
and onr heirty ippreoiition of \ our patern il care over ns 
You have not onh been a parent and teachei to us, bubhaie 
also shown jourselt a real tueud of oui native land It is 
now with painful leeliuga tbif we come to bid you farewell ; 
jet our SOI row is somewhat alienated when we considei that 
you now: go awaj", only to retain, as we tiust, with lefresbed 
energy and \igoious health to resume} out eftorts for the 
pi ogress of education m Inluu It is not foi ns to put in 
woids the great obligation niider wdnehjou ha\e laid this 
land, noi is it necessaiy , loi ^our labouis have already loft 
indestructible monuments behind them We now '^errnostly 
lequest jou to accept this small token of oni gieaf love and 
lespect toi you, and we bid you faiowoll, with our heaity 

6 
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•wishes for a safe and prosperous voyage home, a bright and 
happy stay in your own country, and a cheerful return to our 
midst. 

We remain, 

Rev and Poai Sir, 

Yours most affectionately. 

The students of the 

17th July, 1893 Lucknow Chnstian College 

No 28 —(A faiewell address ) 

To 

Babu RAMANANANDA CHATERJI, m a 

SiK, — It IS With a feeling of deep soriow that we beg to 
approach you on this occasion 

When It was rumoured a ahoit time ago, that you were 
about to leave us soon, wo were in hopes that the intelligence 
would pi ove to be untrue Now we find, howeier, that it 
was but too true, and we have come here to bid jou faiewell 

We would fain letain you still in oni midst, but since 
you go to a sphere of action perhaps more congenial, we 
mingle our congiatalations with our regiets, and wish you 
God-speed 

When far away, we shall evei cherish m our hearts, the 
examples you leave behind, of an exemplary chaiacter, and 
of an ideal professoi , who was never but on the most friendly 
terms with his students 

We pray to Him on high to shower down upon you His 
choicest blessings 

We lemaln, 

Sir, 

CiTT College "I Your most obedient pupils, 

V > The Students of the Fouith-year 

16th September, 1895 } Class 
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No. 29 —(An address of welcome } 

The Most IIoh ele 

George Frederick Samuel, Marquis of Ripon, 
KG,PC,GMSI,GMLE, 
Ticeioy and Governor- General of India, 
Mat it please Your Etcellenot, 

We, tbe students ot the Presidency Oollejie, Madras, beg 
to pi esent this humble ndcliess of welcome to Your Excel- 
lency and Lady Ripon The throe and forty years which 
ha^egoneby since this Institution was established under 
the title of the High School, have witnessed the steady 
g^o^^th of popnlai enlightenment and education of self- 
reliance and loyalty to Government The proficients and 
graduates of this College have, hy their ability and attain- 
ments, and by their high sense of duty, distinguished them- 
selves not only in the service of the British Government but 
also in the senice of Natne States The College, under 
the management of its able aiidwoithy Pimciparand Pio- 
tessois, maintains the pie'itige of the past, and sees before it 
thedaunmgof a still biightei fntnie Tbn, we be lieve, is 
the first time that a Viceroy has Msited oni College ' and the 
occasion of a Viceregil iisit must, in any case, be a happy 
one , but the fact that that Viceroy is one Mho has endeared 
himself to the people of India, lenders the occasion peculiarly 
joyful to us \Vo feel profoundly grateful to Youi Excel- 
lency for the many administiative reforms that you have in- 
augurated Yom Excellency IS lo%ed and honouied over 
the length and breadth of tbe conntrv, for tout many bene- 
volent acts of fai -sighted statesmanship — acts which aie even 
moie irapoitant foi what they Mill yield in the futuie than 
tor what they have realized in the present The system of 
^ementary education, which it is one of the obiects of Your 
Excellency s Government to fostei, must result in incalcu- 
lable benefit to Society Tbe education of the masses has 
always been deemed a poweiful agent in elevating the con- 
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dition of the kbouimg clashes, by developing in them habits 
of sobriety and intelligent miu-try By stiinuhtinsr indige- 
nous industiy, now miserably languishing, it will indirectly 
help in the revn al of the languages and liteiature of the 
country Above all, it will foiman important foundation 
on which to rear, at a futuie time, the principles of political 
liberty and equality, to the attainment of which some of the 
most important acts of youi administiation unmistakably 
point It 13 oui earnest wish that we may long continue to 
have the benefit of vom wise and benevolent administiation 
Praj mg that the Great Disposei of all things may confer 
His choicest blessings on Your Ex.cellency and Lad} Ripon, 

AVe beg to remain. 

Your Excellency’s most humble and 

devoted seivants, 

Tlie Students of the Ptesidenci) College 


CHAPTER VII 

LETTERS FROM STUDENTS TO CLASS-FELLOWS 
AND FRIENDS 

No 1 —(Asking for Question Papers ) 

Park Streei', Travakcore 
4th July^ 1885 

My dear Raiiswamt, 

Have you'foi sot } our promise to send me a full account 
of lour examin ition? It is ovei by this time I suppose, and 
no doubt you have been successful I shall be tliankful if 
you send me the question papers 

I hear that there is a great deal of cholera in Madras 
We have been remarkably free from it this yeai, though sOine 
cases, I am soil} to saj, have occuired within the last few 
dajb 4.11 }Otir fi lends here desiie to be very kindl} leniem- 
boied to you 

Yonrs very triil}, 
ANAND RAO 
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No 2.— (Letter of Invitation ) 

My DEAR KeSHO RiVJI, 

Will } ou give us the pleasure of your company at dinner 
to-morrow evening at 7 o’clock Witb kind legaids, 

OnowK 1 Your most sinceiely, 

Tuesday Morning ] NAND KISHORE BHTJTT. 

No. 3 —(Reply to above ) 

My devr Ni\m) Kishore, 

I accept nith much pleasure your kind invitation for 
to-morrow evening With kind regards, 

Nandganj . ) Yonis very truly, 

Tuesday evening, ) KESHO RAM. 

No 4.— (Reply to No g } 

My dear Nand Kishore, 

I am sorry 1 cannot accept your kind invitation for 
to-mouow, owing to a pievious engagement With kind 
regards, 

Believe me, 

Nandganj I Yours veiy truly, 

Tuesday eiening ) KESHO RAM 

No 6 — (Reqtnestine an explanation of conduct ) 

Miapura’ 

17th Febiuary^ 1894. 

To 

Mr NAZIR AHMAD 
Sir, 

I require an explanation of youi conduct, which, I re- 
quest you will give me at jour eailiest convenience, foi it is 
to tell me whether you choose to remain with me on fiiendly 
teims as befoie I have found you of late unusually unkind to 
me, and yesterday when I met you on the Jumna, I fancied 
you called me names Foi one month, ,I must own, you have 
entiiely cut me — foi, I suppose, some new cionies I beg 
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and entreat of yon, you will at once tell me if you value 
my friendship, which, to ]udgefrom youi conduct, I am sure, 
I can’t think you do You must not suppose that because 
you ch nice to be rich I shall ever suffer you to '’all me names 
or 1 shall cringe to obtain a friendship that you seem to reject 
1 never cared for your gold, and was only your friend, and am 
still so, unless yon go on this way, calling me names whenever 
and wheievei j on choose 1 shall be obliged for an answer , 
till then 1 cannot call myself your fiiend, but 1 am, 

Tours truly, 
MUHAMMAD EAFl 

No 6 —{Reply to above ) 

My dearest Rafi, 

How jealous you are, and though I deny having ever 
called ou names, 1 must say how foolish you are Perhaps 
the untvindness j on have of late noticed in me is due to the 
anxiety I feel formj brothei, who, as jou may have heard, is 
suffering seriously Your passionate and jealous sensibility 
has only affoided me a laugh , jour note I letalii and shall 
preserve for perusal from time to time that I may smile over 
the recollection of the insignificance of our first and last 
quarrel 

Tours ever, 

Sunday HAZIE 

No 7 —(To a friend on tbe death of bis father ) 

SRTRA3IPUR 
26th Arigiiic, 1896 

Dear Aghore, — Deeply as I sympathise with you in 
your heavy loss, I cannot but be gratefiil that jour dear 
father is relieved from the frightful agonj' of the past three 
months, and is in the happj' home of the redeemed, enjojing 
the reward of the pious life that he led 
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1 know, dear Agbore, hovr deep and sincere must be 3 ’^our 
gnet at such a heavy bereavement, and trust that Divine 
Providence will sustain you, and grant j-ou that solemn and 
sacred comfort that no earthl}^ power can ever take from 
you 

With deepest sympathy, 

I am. dear friend, 

Yoms most sincerely, 

RAM KRISHNA 

No. 8 —(Proposing reconciliation ) 

hlAMBAKAH 
7'uesday eiening. 

Mrontii Rajisibup, ^ 

I regret very much that you so deeply offended our 
mutual fuend, Salig Ram, this morning at the school By 
j'our vords, I think, that yon are very much piqued with 
most of our friends and, if 1 am not much mistaken, von are 
a little piqued with me. 1 have, I am sure, done nothing to 
merit 3 our displeasure Indeed, Ramsarup you wrong me, 
but I shall say nothing about it here. 

I send you tins at the request of Salig Ram, who, though 
insulted by 3 on, is anxious to be reconciled, if yon but retiTct 
what you said this day m connection with him and his 
family 

Our examination fee has alread)’ been forwarded, so 
that we continue at our present school a few more days to- 
gether But for the Director’s circular prohibiting to grant 
ns leave for more than a fortnight before the examination, we 
should have been dismissed longeie this Whethei we pass 
or fail, 5 on and I are determined to leave TJnao Is it pro- 
per when vre leave this school for good that we should leave 
an}' unpleasant impression behind 

Youis sincerely, 

JAGDAM SAHAE. 
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No 9 —{Reply to above ) 

Lalkuan 

Wednesday morning 

Dear Jagdam, 

I will tbank jou to mind your own business and not 
meddle with others You aie veiy right, hov\evei, that oui 
stay at this school is' very short, and a few moie days will 
render us as politely indifferent to each other, as if we had 
never passed a poition of oui time together. 

Tours, etc , 

RAM SARUP 

No 10 —(To a friend on the death of his brother ) 

Kasgaej 
July 26th, 1890 

My dear Mewa Ram, — With profound rej^ret and deep 
sympathy I have heaid ot youi iiiepaiahle loss The' mutual 
triend of yourself and deal Daya Shankar, I know how 
strong was the love between you, exceeding even that of 
most brothel s, and I can leadily feel how deep must be your 
sorrow and great your loss 

I know that I am powerless to send words that can assuage 
your affliction, andean theiefoie only commend you most 
earnestlj to Him, who is the friend ot the sorrowful, trusting 
that His love will dry' your tears 

If I can in any way serve or relieve you, call upon me 
unhesitatingly 

With deep sjmpathy and affection, 

I remain. 

Ever youi friend, 

BHOLA NATH 



( 89 ) 

No 11.— {Requesting to be fumisbed witli test examina- 
tion papers ) 

My DEAR BA,7R\Na Balt, 

The “Herald ” puhlishes the names of onr exammeis, 
and I am glad to congiatulate you that Mr Mntti of your 
College IS the head exannnei in English, so that it is he, 
who sets the paper Ko doubt he will duly niaik for Ins 
students the passages“most impoitantand lilcel} to be a'sked at 
the examination.” 1 shall not be so foolish as to ask you to be 
gmltv of the breach of an}' confidence that he ina}* thus le- 
jpose in you, but T ou may not gi udge sending me the Test 
Examination papers, which will be pi intcd and which you 
sent me when }ou were in the Middle class How' are you ? 
I am so so W ith my love to you, 

Badaun • ) I rem.ain, 

4th January^ 1S94 f Yours sincerely, 

FARID-UD-DIN, 

1st Class, Zila School 

No 12 —(Reply to above ) 

SuLTANPUR 

ISih ,/anuan/, 1894 

My DEAR Farid-ud-din, 

I have much plea<!uro in sending ■\ou heiewith our 
Test Examination papeis As to w'h.it ^ on say about Mr, 
Mutti I must tell you wMiat he said to a ‘.tudent, who. w'hile 
congratulating him on his appointment a-' the h^ad examiner, 
locosely observed that his student*, now were siiie to pass, no 
matter bow they did at the examination 1 have told ■lou, 
I remember, Sir Mntti is a vei v funny man “ 1 shall an- 
swer }ou,” savs he, “aftei the methodistpieachei, who said to 
his congregation ‘ yon m.iy think, at the last day, to get to 
heaven by laying bold on my skirts, but I’ll cheat you all, 
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for ni weal a spencer, I’ll weai a spencer ’ ” Witb kind 
regards and wishing you a gloiious success in the exami- 
nation, 


I remain, 

Yonis sincerely, 
BAJRANG BALI 

No 13 — (Congiatnlnting a friend upon obtaining 
a business situation ) 

Chklon ka Kucha . 

mh Norn , 1886 

Dear Jugal, — I am heartily glad to learn that, not- 
withstanding the general business depression, you have 
succeeded in obtaining a clerkship I don t know bn( ray 
congiatulations should be offered to the firm upon obtaining 
so valuable an assistant as I know yon will prove, but you 
must accept } our share too 

Wishing you every success, 

I am, ray dear fellow 
Yours veiy truly, 
SANKATA PROSAD 
No 14 —(Asking for a return of books ) 

My dear Strish Babu, 

I shall be glad if you will return the book that I lent 
you about four weeks ago, as 1 have pi omised to lend it to 
another friend, and you have alieady had it foi a longer time 
than you asked foi Jf ^ou have not finished the book by 
this time, 01 desiije to read it again, you can have it sent back 
to lou, as soon as the iiiend, who now expects it, has done 
with it 
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The book, as I know well, will beai reading twice In fact, 
I have found, the more often I read it, the more I see to ad- 
mire in it. ' V 

Hoping to receive tbe book per bearer, 

I remain, 

With kind regards, 

HARRiNGToir Street ) Yonrs sincerely, 

Thursday. j K P. BASU 

No 15 — (Reply to aljove ) 

Mt dear Mr Basu, 

I am sending back tbe book per bearer I should have 
returned it sooner for, as yon remind me, I have kept it 
longer than the time by which I undertook to finish and le- 
turn it 

The book is, to my mind, one of the best that I have ever 
read It has made me fond of reading, and m addition 
to the amusement it has afforded me, I have derived from it 
new stock of woids and ideas 

With kind legards. 
Believe me, 

Esplanade Row . Tours veiy tinly, 

Thursday. SIRISH OHAHDRA GUPTA. 

r 

No 16 —(To a friend on the death of his mother ) 

Bareilly 

17th September, 1894: 

Bear Chakrapani, — I do not write to attempt to com- 
fort you undei your heavv bereavement You will naturally 
grieve for the loss of so affectionate a parent as 3 ’’ 0 U have 
,lost, and time will alone soothe lour soriow Yet, you must 
even in ^oll^ fiist sorrow, remember how much of hei place 
von must fill to your dear fathei and little Rami up, and in 
endeaiouring to comfoit them, God will permit you to find 
much of your o\\n comfort 
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If there is any way in which I can assist you, I ti nst yon 
will call upon me, but unless I can aid you, 1 will not intrude 
upon you now 

Trusting that a higher power will soothe your soiiow, 

I remain, 

Ever your fiiend, 
GOUUL PANDBY 

No, 17 —(Congratulating a young friend upon successfully 
passing a school examination ) 

SlALKOT 

July nh, 1894: 

Dear Bhup Narvin, — I was veiy much pleased to learn 
from youi fiiend, Jay Chand, that }oui faithtul application 
to your books duiing the last scliool teirn had resulted in 
such a brilliant success at youi school examination Know- 
ing how deeply interested j out friends have been in your 
studies, it is very pleasant to see yon rewarding them by 
such conduct as has earned you the waim praises of your 
teachers 

^Ylth hearty congratulations upon your success, 

I lemain, ^onl sincere friend, 
NAND LAL 

No 18 —(Note of Invitation in a humorous style ) 

Know all men by these pi esents, that } on. Mi P N 
Dutta, stand indicted — no — invited, by special and particular 
solicitation, to Mr Giiish Chandra Ghose’s to-mori ow evening 
at half past seven o’clock, where you will meet with a civil 
reception and decent entertainment Pray come , 1 have been 
so examined aftei you by other friends invited, that I entreat 
you to answei in peison 

Sati Chora Ghat 

17th Jime, 1893 
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2vo 19 -(Sending *DOoks ) 

Dsak UlDSSH, — t s^nJ ran. ^esginsr vonr acc5pt4>iice, 
“ Monado Monism * bv Babn Ram Cii indr i l?en Late 
Inspector of Schools. Oadh and Mr. P K R-’t's Isotes on 
Lotfic. The Iasi I viU tbaak yon to read and retara in a 
week the most, as the person of whom i have ‘ orrowed it 
cannot tolerat® its existence into bands other then his own for 
anv fraePon oi time longier than seven davs. 

Gclabi Mohalla : 1 Yonr affecronate friend, 

‘29th Fehmitu,lSQ2 } DiXA B^YLHC 

No 20 —(To a fnend on tb.e loss of property by theft ) 

jtmRA . 

SatvrJcv mormno. 

Dear Hap.iMoh4.k Stsr — Year Ttcie note teliia^ me 
of yonr loss last mabt jast r^^pches rae- and I hasten to 
o5er yon my sine re rep-er for t. I hope, however, the 
pro not infonuron yon were atde to ...ive to the police 
will lead to the detection of tee roobers and the recovery of 
yonr property. 

I will see yon to-morrow mornmp and in the meantime 
1 hope to hear that the oSenJers v ill be secured. 

Tours very truly. 

JAI PROliASH LAL 

No 21 — (To a late schoal-feliow) 

MARtTAiJI ToEA, CawXPOEE : 
19[h February/ f 1894^ 

Mt beab Karoo 

Yon have not written to me since yon left this station. 
I was hoping to hear how yon like your new school, and 
wnetber yon think it is as good as the one yon left I 
my'°if am qnite satisSed to remain where 1 am : and I 
thin*v yon wond h'ive oeen the same, if your father s change 
oi residence Dad not made a change of scuool necessarv. 

C tf 
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Sada Sheo has not been sent np to the Middle Exami- 
nation The headmaster turned a deaf ear to all his protesta- 
tions, lamentations and tears He told me he wonld hare 
himself admitted to the e\unination as a private candidate 
through the headmaster, Zik School But I don’t think it 
IS possible under the lules. With love to yourself and your 
brother, 

1 remain, 

Your affectionate friend, 

EAM PEAREY. 

No 22 —(Reply to above ) 

Mirzapub 

21st Feh iiari/, 1892 

Mr DEAR Ram Pearey, 

I "vras very glad to get your letter, to which you see I am 
replying by return of post 

I owe you an apology for not being the first to write but 
this fault you will soon excuse when you henceforth find me 
a regular correspoudent 

I have joined the Kayestha Pathshala On the whole, I 
like this school very well, but not quite so well as the one 
that I have left, in which you still are What I miss most 
in the new school is the cricket Here we have no good 
cricket ground at present, and until this has been procured, 
no one takes any trouble to collect subscriptions for buying 
the bats, balls and wickets The curriculum of studies is al- 
most exactly the same, and I don’t think the teaching is in- 
ferior 

I find this a gay town Here is a Library to which every 
one has a free access 

My private tutor here is Mr John Das, a teacher of the 
School 

I am, 

Your affectionate fiiend, 
KAKOO MAL. 
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No 23 —{To a friend warning him of an unsafe friendship ) 

COLONELGANJ 

^ May 4t1i, 1892. 

Deae Ra'M Pershad, — I am deeply pained on reading 
your last lettei, and to find that notwithstanding my warning 
you are still on teims ot intimacy with Hasan Musanna 

Cannot yon believe, my deal fiiend, that nothing but the 
deepest interest m youi welfaie could have dictated the 
woids of caution I spoke to jmu ? Is it necessaiy for me 
to gue yon all my reasons for saying that I feaied you would 
have cause to i egret havmg ever seen Hasan Musanna If 
It must be so, I will state plainly why I feel such great un- 
easiness 

I know that Musanna is habitually a scoffer at religion. 
I have myself heaid him say that he is an atheist, and boast 
of his unbelief How can you expect the principles of viitue 
in a man, who thus casts his sheet anchoi away ? He is an 
intemperate man, and one who does not hesitate to indulge 
m the. vices of joung men 

I beg of yon, thei efore, to give him the cut direct. His 
fiiendship is not creditable to any God-fearing man, and if 
he demands any explanation of youi conduct, show him this 
letter. Eveiy line accusing him is founded upon my own 
observation 

I tiust that you will heed a warning that is sent in the 
warmest fiiendly love and interest 


I remain, as ever, 
Your sincere friend, 
HARI DUTTA. 
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No 24 —(Giving a description of school life ) 

17, Habrison, Ro\.d, Calcutta . 
12tli October^ 1891 

My dear Krishnanand, 

I am all anxiety to know wliat your father says to 
the pioposal Surely, it will proceed , suiely, a plan laid out 
with such bright prospects of happiness to us, as well as to 
yon will not be fiustiated If yoiii fathei decline to lot 
you join us, lun away , but come b) all ineans 

As an inducement to to join us as speodilv as you can, I 
shall now satisfy j'om cniiosity pi kno Mii^ how I enjoy my 
school life here To bo frank, a clniiEfe from a quiet village 
establishment like tbit of “Buioiji s Acadcm\” to tiie bustle 
of a groat public sthool wai saffiiienth tiying Foi the fiist 
eight 01 nine months, I hated the “Lytton Institution” But 
now I love my school life dearlj Fioin a most “unpopuhir 
boy” 1 have nt length rnon to be a leader in all the spous, 
schemes, and mischief ot the school I fought m> w'ay very 
faiily I think I lost but one battle out ot a do 7 en , and 
this the rascal Beni did not win but by the unfair meddling 
of a party of three My most raemonble combats w-eie 
with Mohan, Jadu and Ginesh, but we were always fiiends 
afteiwaids 

Atal Babu, the Siiperintendpiit of our school, is most in- 
dulgent Lads would be led by a silken stung to a point, 
rather than by a cable — it is on this pi iiiciple he acts We 
love him so deaily, there is nothing we would refuse him 

Madu Mamah, who has got his ‘•on .idmitfed into this 
school, made an enquiiy the other J ly lespectiiig my pi ogress 
“Sir,”answeiedourSupeiiiitendent, “ he has talents, which 
will do credit to your family one d ly ” “ Indeed III” said 

my uncle, with a degree of smpiise, that, acooiding to my 
feeling did not expiess in it all the satisfaction I expected. 

Nilratan, Akhil, and Jo'v Gopal of oui village belong to 
this school Akhil is my lorm-f allow', and we aie both at 
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tbe top of 001 roniove. I bavo acquainted all oar mutual 
friends with yoni design They are simply delighted at tbe 
Idea and will receive no excuse. 

More when I see you here in our midst 

Youis most sincerely, 
BIRBNDRA KUMAR MUKERJI. 

No 05 —(To a friend requesting tlie loan of a book ) 

Mijradpur ; 
27th July, 1S89, 

My dear Deosara^j Babu, 

"Wbile last at your bouse, you showed me a book, 
■entitled “Social Science, ” which I remember as a work of 
so much inteiest that I feel much inclined to pernso it, and 
should esteem it a gieat favoui it you would lend it to me, 
I will take great care of it, and loturn it in a few days, as 1 
have at present abundant ieisuie for reading 

Youis tiuly, 
KUNAR BAHADUR, 

No. 00 —(Reply to above in tbe affirmative ) 

Dear Ktjnar Bahaddr, 

You are quite welcome to the volume yon expiess a 
wish to read ', but 1 must ask you to let me have it within a 
fortnight, as I shall then have an occasion for it for some 
hteiary purposes. 

Bankiptjr; 1 Yoars truly, 

Sunday. - J DEO SARAH. 

No 07.'-(Reply to No. 25 in tbe negative.) 

My dear Kunar Bahadur, 

I have unfortunately lent the book you ask for, but should 
it be returned within a leasonable time I would foiwaiditio 
you. Regietting to be at present obliged to disappoint you, 

1 remain, 

Banhipur--^ Youis truly, 

Sunday. } DEO BARM. 
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No 28 —(Returning a book borrowed ) 

Mukadpub 

9t1i Aiigust, 1889 

My DEAB Deosaran Babu, 

1 return } on the book which you were kind enough to 
lend me, and beg you to accept with it my best thanks for the 
kindness The book is both interesting and losti active, and I 
have been much giatified by its peiusa.1 It I can, in any way, 
return the favoui, it will give me much pleasure to do so 

1 1 email!, 

Yours much obliged, 
KUNAR BARADUR 

No 20 —(On misoellaneous subjects ) 

Khagua, Murshidabad 

2nd Mag, 1894 

My DEAR HbMANTA KliMAE, 

I wiite again, but don’t suppose I mean to lay such 
a tax upon your pen and patience as to expect regular leplies 
When you are inclined, write , when silent, L shall have the 
consolation of knowing that you aie much bettei employed 

Yesterday (not having done so foi sevei al weeks), I called 
on the Chau'dharis 1 entered, with a livelj , unthinking air, 
the pailour, wheie Jagannath Chaudhaii and a triend were 
seated, and said, “ How does the uoild go’ How have you all 
been, since I saw you? Where is Radhika Brasad ? ” 1 had 
slightly peiceived a certain giavity soineiibat inoie than usual 
in Jagannath, but did not paiticiilaily mind it Aftei some 
hesitation, Jagannath said “ You have not heaid then of our 
loss Radhika is dead ” , 

1 suppose your town has scarcely escaped the Influenza, 
which has been so extensive and fatal Most * people in my 
neighbourhood have had it, and some have been carried off. 
I have been entirely exempt 

Sincerely yours, 

SHYAMA PEOSOIHifA BARAT. 
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No. SO —(Making an enq^niry as to an engagement ) 

My dear Bbindaban, 

PledSe write a line giving the day that I may take yon 
up according to contract Madan Mohan talks of making a 
thud in oni journey , but we can’t stow him, inside at least. 
Positively you shall go nith mens was agreed, and don’t let 
me have any of } our pohfMSc to Madan on the occasion. I 
mil manage to an ange for both with a little contrivance 1 
wisli M was not quite so fat. 

CantoitmeIsT : 1 Truly yourS, 

Tuesday Eiening j RATAN LAL. 

No 31 —{From a Boy in the oountry to a friend at home ) 

Basaxtpur 
Uth Apul, 1897. 

Drar Rajkumar, — I promised to write as soon as I auived 
here, and must apologise for the delay. But I have haidly 
had a quiet moment since I came You may imagine how 
we en]oy ourselves There are all sorts of domestic .animals 
in and around the house, and although 1 get many a joke 
made upon my ignoiance of country life, it is all in good part, 
and I find some chances to letuin the compliment. 

Before you have opened yom sleepy eicsin the morning, 
we are out with a heartj hieakiast We find fish ih plenty 
in the little streams around, and have had numbeis of famous 
walks and iides. ' 

Tlioi e are many boys of my age on the neighbouring fai ms, 
and we make pic-nic parties, walking with aunty’s buigest 
basket full of good things, on each ai m in tui n, till w’e find a 
shady spot, where wre can fish oi have a good game at ball, or 
whatevei strikes oui fancy ; there we camp for the day, 
coming home at dusk all ready foi the good supper and 
comfortable beds we know are wraiting foi us 



( 100 )'' 

I found a young squnrel latelj , who was lame, and hopp- 
ing about undei a big tree I have cored his foot, and am 
taming him He always knows me, and is as pretty and afiec- 
tionate as a pet can be I shall bung him home with me, 
so that } ou can see him 

Hail IS calling to me that the others aie all waiting to go 
over to a neighbouring pond to spend the day 

They are all calling me now, so 1 must close 

Do write soon, and remerabei me to all the boys at home. 

I wish you weie all here to enjoy as much pleasuio as, ^ 

Yours sinceiely, 

GANESH DAS BHARGAVA. 

I7o S2 — (Annoanoing the desire of going to England ) 

Badshahimandi, Allahabad ) 

14th Aprils 189S 

My dear Gobaedhah, 

The Gazette tc-day announced my failure in the exami- 
nation, and to-moirow 1 sail foi England there to prepare 
law E am absolutely without prospects in this country' All 
the public offices aie raeicilessly shut against me, unless I 
pass the University Examinations, for which I find myself no 
way qualified You will be taken by surprise, no doubt, and 
considerably annoyed And yet there are many, who will be 
only too glad thus to get rid of me This morning, I asked 
Phoni to come and sit an hour with me, he excused himself ; 
and what do you think his excuse was? Ho was engaged 
with a class-fiiend prepaiing foi the Law Examination, and 
that examination you know to take place three months hence. 
And ho knows I set out to-morrow to be absent foi years, per- , 
haps never to retnin Friendship ’ Love I! Giatefulnesslll 
False words these i don’t believe I shall leave behind, some 
relatives excepted, a single being who will care what becomes 
of me, I carry in addition to the passage money but six 
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H. 

lintidred rupees I don’t think my brothers will have the 
heart to refuse me expenses, when they see I have crossed the 
Enbicon. Moie when I reach London. 

Most sincerely yours, 
BHAGAVATI PBASAD. 

No. 33 —(Acknowledging receipt of a letter.) 

Bilaspur . 

mil May, 1894. 

My dear FRiEin), 

I have just received your letter. I feel your kindness 
very deeply 1 do like to hear from you, more than hke. 
Next to seeing you, I have no greater satisfaction But yon 
have other duties, and greatei pleasures, and I should regret 
to take a moment from either. 

"What you have written about your friend, Dasarath, at 
the close of jour letter, is another proof in favour of my opi- 
nion of mankind. How much you did foi him, and what a 
return you have receii ed ! Such 3 on will always find men — 
selfish and distrustful. I except none The cause of this is 
the state of society In the world, ever} man is to stir for 
himself — it IS useless, perhaps selfish, to expect anj’thing 
from a neighbour. 

I am acquainted with no immaterial sensuality so delight- 
ful as good acting. I vms to the City Theahelast night, and 
found Uadhika perfection, particular!)’^ her last look. I wus 
close to her on a reserved seat, and never saw an Indian coun- 
tenance half so expressive 

I am well. Hoping you are the same, 

I remain. 

Tours truly, 

SHEO CHARAN PANDEY. 
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No. 84 —(To a friend complaining of long silence ) 

JODHPUB 

4ili Jannaiy^ 1896 

Dear Magan, — Do jou know tb.it it is now three ]on» 
months since 1 have had one line from your pen, although this 
IS the fourth letter I have wiitten in that time ’ What can 
be the cause of yonr stiange silence ? Have I been so nnfor- 
tnnate as to use any word or expression that has pained or 
offended yon 1 I trust not , but if such is the case, believe 
me that it was most unintentional, and at least give me a 
chance to explain the matter 

Sometimes I fear th.it yon are ill, and my heart aches to 
think of you so far away, among strangeis, upon a bed of 
sickness I am longing to send you a full sheet of chat, but 
will w<iit until 1 hear something from yon that induces me to 
think another letter will be acceptable 

I remain, yours ti uly, 
MEHDI HASAN 

No 35 —(Begging kindness and protection for a 
very young student ) 

Hathras 
mil May, 1892 

My dear Jagat Pandit, 

Ton must have quite forgotten the writer of these 
lines, who would probably be unable to lecognise youi- 
sel/, from the difference which must nituralh hive taken 
place in ’jour stature and appearance, since he saw -^ou 
last 1 was rambhng through Kashmir, E.ijputina, Sindh, 
etc , etc , for some } ears, and have found so many changes on 
my return, that it would be very unfair not to expect that you 
should b<ive had your share of alteiation and improvement 
with the rest I am, you may know, the only son of my 
father, whose official duties taking him to the above places, 
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I also visited them in Ins company. My father engaged a 
travelling tutor foi me, so that my education has not been 
neglected 

I wiite to 1 equest a favoui of you , a little boy of 11 yeai s, 
the son of Mi. Dikshit, my piivate tutor, is about to join the 
Govt School at Aligaih, and I should esteem any action 
ot protection or kindness to him as an obligation to myself 

I was happy to hear a very favourable account of you from 
a school-fellow a few u ecks ago, and should be glad to learn 
that youi familj’^ aio as well as 1 wish them to be. I pie- 
sume you aie in the 4th year class now, and will look down 
upon one, who is no Univeisify man But I nevei, even in 
my boyish days, disputed your supeiioiity, which I once 
experienced in a cricket match, where I had the honoui of 
making one of eleven, who weie beaten to their heart’s con- 
tent by your batch in one innings. 

Sincerely yours, 

PRBM NARAIN GHOWBEY. 

No 36 — {Grlviug an account of a school-fellow ) 

Ujjaim 

__ ^ 14th Jamiaru, 1894. 

My dear Binda Prasad, 

You have not answeied some font letters of mine. This, 
therefore, is my penultimate 1 will wnte to you once moie, 
but, after that, 1 swear by all the saints — I am silent and 
supercilious. 

Since I last wrote to you, much has occurred good, bad, 
and indifferent The best thing that has happened is that 
Jaskaran Lai, about whom you told me a long time ago, has 
joined our college He beats every body m mischief ; his 
inmgination is beyond human, and his huraoui peifect. It is 
difficult to define what his wit is When he took his admis- 

asked him, “Whence do you come”^ 
^ Kabul ’, returned Jaskaran, with imperturbable 

aw* t 
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Jaskaran has fifty faces, and twice as many voices, when 
he mimics — I never met his equal He is quite fascinating 
Remember, I have met him but once, and yon, who have 
known him long, may deduct fiom my panegyric. 

I send you per to-day's mail a copy ot “Oriental Tales”. 
There are in it many beautiful passages, and an interesting 
story , and I can’t give you a stronger proof that such is my 
opinion than that it kept me awake last night till 2 o’clock. 
Please return the book after you have done with it. 

Yours sincerely, 
HARDAYAL MAL 

No 8? —(Giving an account of misfortune ) 

• Shahjahanpub : 

15th June, 1893 

Mr DEAR Salig Ram, 

Some curse hangs over me and mine Yesterday’s 
Gazette announced my failuie at the examination, and this 
day a lettei from Sukdeo informs me of the death of my 
dearest friend on eartb, Ram Saran Only last week, I 
heard of his illness , and, this week, 1 hear of his death 
These two blows have followed each other so closely that I 
am all stupid from the shock , and though 1 do eat, and 
drink, and talk, and even laugh at times, 1 can hardly per- 
suade myself that I am awake You knew Ram Saran, and 
esteemed him He was indeed the god of my idolatry and, 
if goodness could exalt a man above his fellows, no one could 
refuse him pre-eminence in ability Who, among us, could 
equal him ? How did we all shrink before him ? Sukdeo 
did me but justice in saying, I would have risked my paltry 
existence to have preserved his This very evening did I 
mean to write, inviting him, as I invite you, to visit me 
Come to me, Salig Ram, I am desolate, left almost alone in 
the world 

Yours truly, 
HARDEO PRASAD. 
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No 38.— (To an acq^namtance requesting an explanation 
of nnfavouraWo comments upon him 

PlR Bahobe 

25th Noiemher^ 1897 

JDeab Sir, — I have just liad a long interview with a 
mutual friend of yours and mine, who has surprised me by 
repeating your unfounded assertions with rogaid to me Of 
course, what is merely your opinion, I have no right to resent, 
though I regret that it should be so nnfavouiable; but I have 
a right to demand your grounds for asserting that 1 am a 
Viliam, a hypocrite, and concerned in more dishonourable 
transactions than one. 

TTill you ha\e the goodness to inform me on whom I 
practised my villainy, how I played the h 3 'pocrite, and in 
what dishonourable transactions I have been concerned ? 

I remain, 

Yours in anxiety, 

MAULA BUS. 

No. 39 —(Reply to the foregoing.) 

jMuRABPUR . 

25th Hoiemher, 1897 

Mr. lilATJLA Bux, — ^The high tone of your letter might 
impose upon one who was not so well acquainted with your 
history previous to ) our arrival at this place as I happen to 
be My opinion was founded upon a knowledge of your life 
while you Jived at Arrah 

When 1 inform yoxi that Lala Kawal Kishore is one of 
my most intimate friends and constant correspondents, you 
will not again request a list of your misdoings. If you con- 
sider your course of conduct in deceiving your nncle, endea- 
vouring to rum your young cousin, Habibulla, and attempt- 
ing to get your headmaster insulted in the Bazar, honouidble^ 
I can only say that I differ in opinion. 

SHAjS’KAR LAL SRIVASTAYA. 
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No 40 —(In reply to an enquiry about a fello-w-student ) 

JVIOTIHARI 

15lh August, 1890, 

Mt dear Eaghlvanp, 

You have made enquines about Sheo Dularay He 
is a friend ot mine, and m the same remove So I am lu'a 
position to say a good deal about him When he fiist came 
to oui school fiom youis, he was 'shy to a degree I tried 
to bung him forwaul by enquiries as to his tormer amuse- 
ments, employments, and associates, but with little or no 
effect Much ot his cojniess, ho has now shaken ofiF As 
a scholar, he is greatly my supeiioi, and makes everci^es for 
half the class At times, he begs me to let him do my 
exercises, a request always most readilv gi anted, especially 
when I want to do something else On the othei hand, he 
IS pacific, and I savage , so 1 fight foi him, or thrash others 
for him, or thiash himself to make him thrash others, when 
it IS necessary as a point of honor that ho should so chastise 
Now 1 think I have given you sufficient information about' 
Dulaiay And so good bye , 

Tours truly, 
MADHUBAN SING-H 

No 41 —(An invitation ) 

Agra 

11th September, 1896 

My dear Braj Kishore, — Half a dozen good fellows 
and myself are going to devote a few hours on Saturday 
evening to the enjoyment of a few glasses of lemonade, chii^ 
chat, and so on I hope j on will make one, as we have not 
enjoy ed the “ feast of reason and flow of soul” in each other’s 
company for some time past 

Believe me, 

My dear Braj Kishore, 

Yours over, 

ANANT RAM. 
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l<ro 42 —{G-mng aa account of an author ) 

JOHNSTONGANJ, AlLAHABAD 

4th June, 1893 

Hr DEAR Newal Kishore, 

J’riday last wee]* was a most beautiful day. The wind 
was pleasant . the sky, the earth, and the water, sweet to 
look upon. You know' I have never been ovei -fond of cir- 
cles. But, in the evening that day, 1 went to the Alfied 
Park, wheie, at this time of the yeai, all the boys of the 
College make continual resort Theie I chanced to meet 
Babu A 3 'odhya Pershad, whose key to the Entrance Couise 
we used to consult together at Ghazipni He is a pale, 
thin man , almost a skeleton He is leputed thloughout 
the toivn to be a man of lettei s. He is so open^ 1 became 
friends with bun in no time And would you believe me - 
I begged him to dmo with me at my lodging on Sunday 
next, which he most couiteously piomised That so cheiish- 
ed a guest might not lack bettei entertainment than my poor 
' Mahal aj f ould provide, 1 sent to the house of my piivate 
tutoi, Lala Pup Narain, a distinguished graduate of the Alla- 
habad Univeisit}, to beg that he too would be iny guest — ^in 
the hope that, though not known to each othei, they might 
think themselves united by their common art And so in- 
deed it pioved Foi they talked long together on liteiary 
subjects They, howevei, held diffeient view’s on the leading 
of novels Babu Ayodhjra Peisbad expiessed his strong 
pai tiality foi the lighter and more attractive forms of litera- 
ture, while ray tutor was decidedly in favom of aUsterer 
studies Comparison is alwaj's odious But I have been so 
greatly persuaded by the arguments of Babu Avodhya Per- 
^ad that I have sent foi “Robinson Ciusoe” and “Don 
QuKote,” books that he highly lecominended to me The 
two gentlemen continued at my place for some three hours 
tuat daj’^, and, believe me, those tbiee houis I should ever 
legal d .imong the happiest houis of my existence The veiy 
next day, Babu Ayodhya Pershad left for Calcutta, wheie he 
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told me his sei vices had been engaged as a private tutor to 
a rich Zaniindar Had I not gone tb the paik on Friday last 
I should probably have never been acquainted with so great 
and yet so amiable a man Here at least is one of your i ea- 
sons, why one should have a daily walk Babu Ayodhya 
Pershad was, I know not why, very unpopulai among men 
here To his own students, bowevei , he was the idol of 
admiration I, for one, shall ever lem ember him with love 
and esteem. 

Sincerely yours, 
HARISH CHANDRA 

No 48 —(Refusing an offer of loan ) v 

6, Maniok Bose’s G-bat Steeet 
Tuesday morning 

Mt dear Ram Gopal, 

Your ofifei IS liberal in the extreme But I have made 
it a point never to borrow , to perish, lather than borrow I 
wish you would not throw temptations m my path It is not 
from a disdain of the univeisal idol, nor from a superfloity 
of his treasures I can assure you, that I lofuse to worship 
him , but what is light is right, and 1 must not yield to 
circumstances 

Sincerelv yours, 
RATAN SARKAR. 

No 44 —(Complaining of loneliness ) 

Baidyapaba, Jamalpub . 
4th May, 1894 

My dear Habi Das, 

I can easily excuse your not wi iting, as you have, I hope, 
something better to do, and you must pardon my frequent 
invasions on your attention, because 1 have at this moment 
nothing to interpose between you and my epistles 

The examination rosulthas not been yet out, and my days 
pass, with the Exception of bodily exeiuse to some extent, m 
uniform indolence and insipidity. 
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I am now not quite alone, having an old acquaintance and 
college-fellow with me, so old, indeed, that we hai e nothing 
ticio to say on au"^ subject, and yawn at each other in a sort 
of quiet tnqmetvde. 1 hear nothing from any of my Bhagal- 
pur friends I wondei if thej ha\e all joined a conspiracy 
to cut me, 

I have asked Khiiode Bahu to apprise me of the result by 
telegram, if 1 pass. If he don't send me any, I shall con- 
clude myself plucked. Whether I pass or fail, I am deter- 
mined to leave the piesent college. "Where I shall go next, 
I have not yet decided 

Eaja Kampal Ene is here lecturing on political subjects. 
“Many an old fool ”, said Hannibal of some such lecturer 
“but such as this never ” I attended his first lecture here, 
and just after he uttered his first sentence, I left the hall in 
disgust. It was, “Gentlemen, whenever I rise to speak, I 
have to dishappomt you.” 

I remain, 

Youis sincerely, 
BEHARI LAL GUPTA. 


45.— (Requesting the loan of some hooks during sick- 
ness.) 


Ketabi Bazar j 


Satm day 

Bear Ram Das,— I am far from well ; indeed I have 
been confined to my bed for some days past, and have en- 
joyed no amusement but such as the few books I have got 
afforded me. I write to beg the loan of some of the “ Wa- 
verley” novels, of which X know you possess a complete set. 
They shall be taken every possible care of, and returned as 
regularly as read Pray look m for half an hour now and 
then, and speak a few woids of comfort to — 

Yours very sincerely, 

BAKSI DHAE. 
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No 46.--(Reply to th.e foiogoing') 

Dbummond Road * 

I Saturday, 

My dear Bansidhak, — How giieved I am to bear of 
youi illness 1 send you half a dozen volumes, which I hope 
will lighten the tediousness of youi bed-confinement, and 
will come and see you to-moiiow moiniiig I should have 
done bo ere now, but have been too nincb engaged 
Wishing sinceiely to find j'ou better, 

1 leinain, 

Yours ever affectionately, 

RAM DAS 

No 47 —(In a tone of liuniour and dejection ) 

CttUBiwALi Gali, Lucknow s 
12th SeptembcTf 1892 
My dear Bmj Nath Chaudhuri, 

My failuie in the last M A Bi.amiaation has made me 
an altered personage, — I do not mean in body, but in manneis, 
for I begin to find out that nothing but virtue will do in this 
d — d woild 1 am toleiably sick of vice, which I have tiled 
in its agreeable vaiieties, and now mean to cut all my disso- 
lute associates. I am very seiious an/1 cynical, and a 
good deal disposed to moialise , but toitifiiately for you, the 
coming homily is cut off by the defection of paper 

And now, Bai] Nath, what are jou doing? Reading, I 
trust, 1 want to see you take a degi^e Don’t disappoint 
jour iathei and youi .lunt, and all youi kin — besides raj self 
Don’t you know that all male children are begotten foi the 
express puipose of being giaduates ? 

Note that it is but a parenthetical scrawl It is no answer 
to jours, which 1 shall send shortly 

With my best compliments, 

I remain. 

Yours most sincerely, 

RAM PERSHAD BAJPAI 
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Ifo 48 — (Oomplainlne of a melaaolioly state of mind ) 


Bareilly . 


12th January, 1891 

My dear JaduvaUj 

You wulo most excellent epistles A fij; tor other 
coi respondents, with their nonsensical apologies tor “ having 
nothing to iviito upon ” Your letteis aic truly a great solace 
to me, and in particulai at this time, when mclauchol)* has 
been gaining fast upon my mind You know laughing is 
the sign of a rational animal I think so loo, but unluckily 
my spirits do not always keep pace with in"^ opinions The 
17tli J inuary is the last diy toi foi w'aiding the examination 
tee Oucumstanced as 1 now am, I don’t think I shall send 
111 ) fee Wiite, write, wiite Addio. 


Yours truly, 

Uim BEHARr 


P 5— Some have wondoied at the melancholy which 
luns through my lottois and the highest gaiety ivhich they 
notice in me peisonally, Rudia Piotap, my most intimate 
friend, has studied mo thoioughly on the subject , upon 
some of my acquaintances lemarkmg of late my high spirits, 
“ And yet, Rudi a,” I said, « I have been called and miscalled 
meluneholy — you must have soon how falsely, frequently ” 
“No, Ram Behaii,” he answoiod, “it is not so , at heart you 
are the most melancholy of mankind , and often when an- 
paioutly gayest.” 

RAM BEHARI 

No 49 — (Doaoribxne an adventure ) 

MniZAPUR 
9th August, 1892 

My dear Karuna Shankar, 

1 could be very sentimental m this letter But I won’t 
The tiuth IS that I have been all my life trying to harden my 
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heart, and have not quite yet sncceeded — though theie aie 
gieat hopes — <md you don’t know how it sank with your 
tteparture What adds to my i egret is having seen so little 
of von duiing your stay in this crowded desert, where one 
ought to be able to bear thiist like a camel, — the springs are 
so few, and most of them so muddy. 

It is certainly a little extraordmaiy that you did not 
send me Webb’s Etiquette immediately on youi arrival there, 
as I requested I had hoped it would not require a note to 
lemind you of it 

I had an adventure the most ridiculous at the amateur 
Theatrical performance heie the othei day I quaielled with 
a man in the dark for asking me who 1 was (insolently enough 
to be sure,) and followed him into the green-room in a rage 
amongst a set of people I never saw before He turned out 
to be a low musician, engaged to act with the amateurs, and 
to be a civil-spoken man enough, when he found out that 
nothing very pleasant was to be got by rudeness But you 
would nave been amused with the row, and the dialogue, and 
the dress — or rather jthe undress — of the party, where I had 
introduced myself in a devil of a hurry, and the astonishment 
that ensued I had gone out of the theatre for coolness into 
the garden , — there I had tumbled over some dogs, and com- 
ing away from them m veiy ill humour, encountered the man 
in a worse, which produced all this confusion. 

‘ Yours faithfully, 

JAY HARAIN SINHA. 


No 60 —(Congratulating a friend on Ms success ) 

Allahabad • 

lOtU June^ 1894. 

Mv DHAB B.AMABA5?, 

Though I wrote to you so lecently, I break upon you 
again to congratulate you, as you must have already antici^ 
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pated, on jour success in the late Intermediate Examination, 
Han Ki ishn told me he had sent you a telegram apprismg 
3 on of the news, so I send you only this letter I have to 
send other intimations to friends, who deputed me for the 
purpose, therefore I beg leave of you 

I remain. 

With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
UMESH CHANDRA. 


P S — How is your brother 9 

P. 5 — I open my letter again to tell you that Abdul 
Rahman has also passed. 

Ko 61 —(Sending intimation of recovery) 
ilY DEAR JaLAL-XJD-DIN, 

If you please, we will drop the formal ‘Mr ’ and adhere 
to the appellations sanctioned by the authors of our being. 

1 thank you for your enquiries I have after all shaken 
oif the sickness It is gone to the devil , I won't pay him so 
had a compliment as to say it came from him ; he is too 
much of a gentleman It was nothing but a slow fever, 
which quickened its pace towards the end of its )ourney. 
I had been bored with it some weeks — with nocturnal burn- 
ing and morning perspiration ; but I am quite well again, 
which I attribute to ha\ ing had neither medicine, nor doctor 
thereof 

if you see Eakhal, will you please tell him that I shall 
answer his letter the moment I can muster time and spirits ? 

jSIost sincerely yours, 

^ MUHAMMAD ZAKI 

UA2IPUB * 

J4th Jamary, 1890, 

8 
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No 62 —(Apologising for irregularity ) 

Guptipakah 
16tk December^ 189S 

Dear Nilmaot, 

I know I deserve a scolding for my negligence in not 
wilting more frequently , but while preparing so bard for the 
Test Examination the last two months, how was it possible to 
fulfil the duties of a con espondent ? 

I have done well at the examination, indeed, better than 1 
expected But it is vain to expect that I shall beat Taiak 
Kumar. He must cai ry the palm, at least in the school exa- 
minations 

You see nothing of my friends, Kashi Kiishna and Nobo 
Gopal — they don’r suit you , but how does it happen that I — 
who am a pipkin of the same potteiy — continue in your good 
graces ? 

Hoping to heal from you soon about your Text Exami- 
nation results. 

1 remain. 

Yours truly, 

' KALI KUMAR 

No 63 — (Deolining to give advioe^) 

Kalyani, Muzaffarpub: 

20th December, 1891 

My dear Fateh B^vhadur, 

Better late than nevei As this saying is applicable on 
the present occasion of my long silence, yon will excuse its 
conspicuous place in the fiont of my epistle 

With regal d to the person of whom you speak, your own 
good sense must direct you I ne\er pietend to advise, 
being an implicit believer in the old pioveib 
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When will your college be closed ? Our school closes on 
the 22nd. I hope it will not be long before you will be able 
to come and pay us a visit 

Yours sincerely, 
KALI OHARAN 

No 64 —(Invitation letter ) 

Devr Mr MakkhanLal, 

Will you and yoar brother give me the pleasure of your 
company at dinnei on Saturday^ Apid2nd, at 9 o’clock ? 

Wellendganj, I Yours sincerely, 

Thursday J BIKDA PRASAD. 

No 56 —(Reply to aliove m the affirmative ) 

Dear Bdtda Pershad, 

My biotlier and I have much pleasuie in accepting 
your kind invitation to dmnei on Saturday, Apiil 2nd 

Chowk, \ Youis sincerely, 

Friday / MAKKHAN LAL. 

No 58 —(Reply to No 64 in the negative ) 

Dear Binda Pershad, 

My brother and 1 much legiet that a previous engage- 
ment pi events tis from accepting your kind invitation to 
dinner on Saturday 

Chowk, ) Yours sincerely, 

Fnday. f MAKKHAN LAL 

No 67 —(An invitation card ) 

Mr Granguli requests the pleasure of Mr. Ram Das 
Gupta’s company at dmnei, 071 Jjml 5i/i,at 9 o'clock 

Gulargahj : 

Ap}il‘2ndf 1894. 
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No 68 —(Reply to al)ove ) 

Mr Earn Das Gnpta has much pleasure in accepting 
Mr Granguli’s kind invitation to dinner on Monday, April 
9tb. 

Hakshankri, 

April 3id, 1894 

No 69 —(Reply to No 67) 

Mr Ram Das Gupta much i egrets that, owing to a 
previous engagement, he is unable to accept his kind invita- 
tion to dinner on Mondaj , April 9th 
Harshankbi, 

Apiil 3rd, 1894 

No 60 —(An invitation card ) 

KATE A DEBATING CLUB 

The Piesident and committee lequest the honour of Mr 
D Banerji’s piesence at their Annual Meeting at the 
Kayestha Pathshala ou Sunday, the 17th Instant, at 6 P M, 
The Hon’ble Mi Justice Baneiji will preside 

No 61 -(Requesting a friend to oome and spend 
tlie evening } 

Lashkab, 

Saturday 

My dear Jaduvar, 

Will you do me the favour of coming and spending the 
e\ ening with us? Balaji Guru is going to bring his guitar 
and we shall have some music When we get tired of that, 
we may play at chess, oi do any thing else that you choose 

Youis sincerely, 
KATAE NIKAR 

No 62— (Requesting a fiiend to come and spend 
tlie evening ) 

My dear Naoroji, 

We aie having an infoimal entertainment this evening, 
and are asking some of oui most intimate friends to join us, 
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"We intend having a conimer who is said to be very clevei, and 
an amateur Theatncal perfoimance by some of onr college 
friends TTill you gi\e ns the pleasure of your company ? 

Poona, ) Youis sincerely, 

Saturday morning J SUSTUMJI 

No 63 —(Inviting to a picnic ) 

6, M-vnick Bose’s Ghat Street, 

7lh August, 1893. 

Dear Haranath Babu, 

Can 1 persuade you to join our picnic on Sunday next^ 
It is to be held at Lilloah, and we aie all to assemble there 
at 2 o’clock, and shall number between 10 and 12 , including 
Shy am Sundar and Jagat Sinha, both of whom you know 

Believe me, 

Very tiuly yours, 
SIDHESHWAR MUKERJI 

No 64— (Congratulating on success in examination ) 

Wellendganj, Lahore 

12tli June, 1894. 

Dear Shishupal Sinha, — I have the greatest pleasure 
in congratulating you on your success in the last F A 
examination You have passed with credit, and so far, it is 
satisfactory that yom hard work has not been in vain I 
suppose 3 *ou intend to continue your studies at the college* 
You ought to do so, as vou are still very young, and need 
not enter life so soon With the best wishes that your future 
may be as bright as 3 our past has been, 

1 1 emain, 

Yours very tiuly, 
LAOHHMAhT PERSHAD. 

■P 5 — A postsciipt is a natural appendage to a letter 
I have only to add that Ram Sarup also has passed. 
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CHAPTER YIII, 

BUSINESS LETTERS 

No 1 —(Ordering for books ) 

Haldi Ghat, Sitamarhi * 

1 - 7-94 

Dear Sir, 

Will you have the goodness to send to my address, at 
youi earliest convenience, three copies of “ Indian Student’s 
Letter-Writer” by Upendra Nath and Jatindra Nath ^ I 
send yon this day a postal order for Bs 2, which I tiust 
will cover the cost and postage 

I am, Dear Sii, 

Yonrs faithfully, 
GANGADIN MISSER 
LALA RAM NARAIN LAL, 

Bookseller, Publisher, eto , 

184, Katra Road, 

Allahabad 

No S —(Ordering for books per value payable post ) 

Gangni Sdkul’s Talao, Lucknow 

15 - 6-94 

Dear Sir, 

I should deem it a favour if you would send me the fol- 
lowing books per V P P .it youi earliest coovenionce — 

14 Copies of Catechism of Indian School Grammar 
3 Copies of Key to Nesfield’s Middle Reader, Pt I 
by J N Sen / 

2 Copies of Balkiishen’s Senior Arithmetic 
5 Copies of Translation Exercises by Munshi 
Dwarka Pei shad 

y Tours faithfully, 
HANUMAN PERSHAD 
MANAGER, NATIONAL BOOK DEPOT, 

Allahabad 
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No 3 —(Asking for a catalogue ) 


Imajibari, Hughli : 

17ih August^ 1893. 

Dfar SirSj 

Would you have the kindness to send me at your ear- 
lies! c •nienionce a copy of } our lalest catalogue of school 
books V Please let mo know' your terms and state urhat dis- 
count you allow on largo oiders. 

I am, 

Dear Sirs, 

Yours faithfully, 

ROMONl MOHAN CHATTERJI. 

Messrs Neu*m\n & Co 


No 4 —(Complaining of delay in execution of order ) 


. Hazratganj, Lucknow 

12lh ^ovemher^ 1893 

Dear Sm, 

On the Si d In'stant, I sent } ou an oi dei, begging you to 
exei iito it iinmcdiati'l}’ So many as nine days have now 
elapsed, but the hooks have not yet come to hand • neither 
have I leceivcd any reply to m\ lettci This delay has put 
me to the greatest incou\ enience, and I cannot understand, if 
3 'ou found it impossible to send the books, uhy you did not 
wiite to that efiect 


I DOW write most positively to that unless the books 
reach me by the 20th Instant at the vei^” latest, 1 will refuse 
them, as aftei that date, they will bo perfectly useless to me 

Tiusling that j'ou will use every effoit to prevent fuither 
disappointment and delay. 


I leraain, 

Tours faithfully. 

HARADHAN BH ATTACH ABJ^I. 



( 120 ) 

No 5 —(Making an appointment ) 

Kagzimandi 

15th May, 1894 

Dear Sir, 

1 wrote to you at Obola a few days since (last Tuesday, 
I think), but as I have not yet leeeived any leply, I conclude 
you aie not staying there at pi esent, bnt have moved your 
quarteis to town, and take the liberty of addressing you at 
Khurja 

If you are likely to be at Bulandshahi this week or the" 
next, I intend going over, and doing myself the hononr of call- 
ing The favour of a line, if convenient, per return of post, 
stating whethei I should find you at your lodging with leisure 
to grant me an audience of an hour oi so, would very 
much oblige 

Yours very faithfully, 
DHANESH PEESKAD. 

Lala Matadxn Lal. 

No 6 —(Requesting a publisker to send a specimen oopy } 

Daranagar, Benares* 

mu July, 1897. 

To 

LALA RAM NARAIN LAL, 

Bookseller and Publisher, 

Alldhahad 

Dear Sir, — I undei stand you have inst published ‘ Text 
Examination Papeis in English and Indian History” by Mi 
Murph}* May 1 1 equest you to send me a specimen copy of it 
and to state i\hat discount you mil allow mo if 1 purchase 
25 copies of it at a time ? 

Yours faithfully, 

HAU NEHAL SINGH. 
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Ko 7 —{Soliciting' sa'bscription to a, -work ) 

201, Com Stbpct. Calcutta : 

15th x^oumbtr, 1893, 

SiL 

I am going to pnl^lisli tbe lectures on Heat and LigM 
deUicied by oui Piofcssor, Dr. llobendra Lai Sircar, during 
tbe present session before tbe Association for tbo cultivation 
of Science. 1 find tbe subject is of too exclusive a natuie to 
suit tbo taste of Calcutta publisbers. and I am therefore de- 
sirous of publi'^bing it by subscription Maj I take tbe 
hbertv of trespassing on your kindness by soliciting tbe 
faioui of youi name in addition to tbe enclosed list of 
subscribers to tbe fortbcoming work I\cntme to hope that it 
will be of sufiicient interest to merit your patronage, should 
you bo willing to accord it. 

I am, Sir, 

5^ou^^ faitbtiilly 

SATlSn CHANDRA MDKBRJI. 

SnvSHIBDUSHAK B iNDOl'A-llHAyA. EsQ 


No S —(A Reply to the aliove, decliningr ) 

Mr. Sbasbibhnsban Baudopadbaya piesents his compli- 
ment« to Mr SatisU Chaudia Mukciji, but regrets that, in 
cousequenco of many similar applit-atious to him, be is nn- 
able to subscube to a work, tbo nsehilnebs of which be fully 
locognises. 

Calcutta, 

17tk Xioiemhcr, 1893 

No 9.— (A reply to No 7, asssutingr ) 

St Xameh’s Calcutta* 

Ifth A'oicm/ie;’, 1893 

Dcx\r Sir, 

Praj add my name to yom list, and feel as'!ured of my 
best Mishcs for the success of lotii nnderinkin< 2 : 

Yoiiis i utbfully 

SHASHIBHUSHAN BANDOPA DH AYA. 
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No 10 —(Asking for a return of kook ) 

55, Beadon Stbebt, Oalctotta t 
19th September^ 1893 

Dear Sib —I should be much obliged, could you spare 
the first volume of “Life ot Johnson”, as a member of the 
library wishes to consult it just now, and the usual time of 
detention has transpired. 

1 remain, 

Deab Sib, 

Youis faithfully, 

ABHOY CHANDRA PARAMANIK 
Seaetary^ Students' Ciiculating Library^ 

No 11 —(Returning books to tbe publisher ) 

Bengali Tola, Benares . 
25ih Juh/, 1894. 

Deab Sib, — I w.is imposed upon, I must candidly say, 
to see your notice cilling youi book * An exhaustive key ’ 
That you should call a key consisting of but 30 or 40 
jiages ‘exhaustive’ .ind chaige 10 as pei copy for this 
trash IS, to say the le.ist ot it, a disgrace to you as 
well as to tbe comfuloi £ nc^ei expected such a thing 
horn you, 1 confess It is possible that because of the bustle 
and huiry with which books .ire pui chased and sold the fiist 
few days during the commencement of a session you may be 
able to sell off 2 or 3 hundred copies of your idmiiable pub- 
lication, but I tell you in the long lun vou shall be a lo«ei 
As for myself, I beg to return pei goods tiain the 30 copies 
of your “exhaustive Key’ and hope you will be good 
enough to lefiind me their pi ice If you decline to do so, I 
Sive vou notice that 1 will adopt some sure method of expos- 
ing you 


% 


Yours faithfully, 
HARBANS LAL. 
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No. Vi '-(Returningf a bookto the puhlislier ) 

PlRNAGAB, GhAZEPUR : 

18lh August, 1897 

Dear Sir, — I requested you to send me a copy of Macau- 
lay's Horatius edited and annotated by Kali Chaian Ghose, 
while you sent me that by Han Mohan. You should not 
have done so, 1 bog to return vou this book pei toda)’'’s mail 
undoi a rogistei ed covei in the hope that you will either 
refund me the pi ice oi send me a copy of the edition 1 actually 
sent foi. 

Youia faithfully, 
JATADHARL 

No 13.— (To a physioian asking his advice ) 

Gidhaur 

26tJi February, 1893. 

Dear Sir, 

Foi a long time past I have been suffeimg in the most 
distressing mannei ft om a long train of symptoms which 
have baffled the skill of all the medical men here, and which, 
1 fear, if not ai rested in then pi ogress, will tei inmate in the 
total prostration of my stiength Loss of appetite, want of 
healthy sleep and consequent depression on using in the 
morning, lendei life quite a burden to me, and interfere seri- 
ously with my studies I «im 21 yeais old, slightly coipu- 
lent, and of sedentaiy habits My present debility is mainly 
the off let of a book-worm’s life that I have been leading for 
upwards of 8 yeais Being naturally shy, 1 avoid the society 
of men, and my constant companions aie books Indeed, 1 
cannot do without them I am afi aid .. y iiver is sadly de- 
ranged, and this is why at night I dream the most absurd 
di earns. i 

My friend, Lala Ram Klmlawan Lai, who has been 
st ay mg here for a few days, speak' in high teims of your 
tieatment of him undoi similar cii cum stances As far as 1 can 
perceive, our constitutions, as well as our complaint*?, ai e very 
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similar, and so satisfied am I of your professional repute, 
tliat 1 would have gladly paid a visit to Calcutta to consult 
you in person , vaiious reasons, however, render that impos- 
sible, and I theiefoiehope that you will enter witn me into a 
correspondence on this subject Meanwhile, 1 beg to forward 
a postal money order for Bs 15, and assure you that I shall 
think the restoration of my health moie than an equivalent 
for any sum it may cost me. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Toms faithfully, 
JAY GOVmD SINHA 


Babu Binode Lal Sen Kaviraj 

ITo 14 — (Hequestiug a Dootor to attend ) 

Babu Ba] Biishna Mittei presents his compliments to 
Dr Amar Nath Basu, and lequests him to call as eaily as 
he can, and see his youngei brothei, who has been ailing for 
the last three days, and in whom alaiming symptoms of 
fevei are now visible, 

COLONELGANJ , 

15th August^ 1894 

TSo 16 —(Recommending a Man Servant ) 

Daeaganj, 

' Thursday 

Dear Sir, — The bearer of this. Bam Khelawan, has been 
in my employ foi six months, duimg which time I have 
found him faithful in the discbaige of ms duties, honest, leli- 
able and industiious Gobaidban Babu, hts former employer, 
recommended him very waimly to me. ' 

Toms truly, 
KEWAL SINGH. 
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No. 16 —(To a landlord, l)egging a favour ) 

3, Bowdazar, Calcutta : 

12th September^ 1892. 

De\r Sir, 

I have been your tenant for upwards of Lhiee yeais 
in the house where I now live, and you know th.at 1 never 
failed to pay my lent regularly, when due At piesent 1 am 
-extremely sony to inform you, that owing to the temooiary 
embairassment of my guaidian, I am undei the necessity of 
begging that you will allow me one month longei By 
that time I must have it m my powei to meet your just de- 
mand, and the favour shall be giatefully acknowledged by 

Yours faithfully, 

DUaaA DAS MUKERJI 

No 17 —(Opening account at a Post Ofaoe Savings Bank ) 

Pandit Lachchhu Ram has the pleasuie to forward per 
bearei cuirency notes to the value of Rupees fifty (Rs 50), 
and to request that the Post Mastei will be good enough to 
place the same to the credit of an account to be opened m 
his name 

3, Mint Street, Madras , 

6th Jung, 1894 

No 18.— (SuDscriliing to a Journal ) 

Babu Adya Pershad requests the Manager, “ Cochin Ar- 
gus” to place his name down in the list of his subsciibers 
to the weekly edition of the journal, and to send a receipt 
foi the enclosed cheque for Rs 9 in paj'ment of the subscrip- 
tion and postage from 1st January to olst December, 1889. 

High G-round, Bangalore : 

4th January, 1889. 
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No 19 —(Returning a book to tke publisher ) 

Dabagtjnge, All\haba3>. 
Util July, 1897 

Dbab Sib, — ^Tbeie is sucb a cbarm about tbe academical 
titlo-^ U A, M -4 , etc that vie are easily imposed up*on by 
tbe*n It IS probably because works of native giaduates 
teem vvitb grammatical abei rations of the most disgrace- 
ful type that the late Directoi oi Public Instructiou at- 
tempted to stop then publication and himself took to 
key wilting The Catechism of Hisioiy of India by a well- 
known giaduate of oui umveisity, thit you agreeably to my 
lequest, sent me, I legret to say, contains, as our teacher 
pointed out to-day in the clais, a cart-load oi grammatical 
errois If necessary, 1 shall send you a list ot those 'errors 
For the pieaent, I shall only say that your autboi does not 
even know that questions framed in the Imperative form re- 
quire the period after them and not the sign of Intel rogation 
as he has put after soma 50 questions of this nature 

There is a rumour that the individual whose name appears 
on the title page ot your publications is not the real author, 
that the name is but a bait to catch innocent school boys and 
helplessi schoolraasteis, and that tbe real compilers aie raw 
collegians hiied tor the puipose At Allahabad 1 find what 
I have lust said is no mere rumoui, but an open secret It 
is the Mufussalites that fall an easy prey to your aitifices 

I beg to return herewith the copy of Catechism and hope 
that you will send me back its price 

Yours faithfully, 
KAULESHWAE EAE 

No so —(Representing a grievance to a Water-Oompany ) 

Badshahimandi, 5th July, ’93, 
To The Seobetaby of the Allahabad Watbb-Wobks 

Sib. — I beg to call your attention to the very objection- 
able state ot the water supplied to my house The supply is 
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irrpcrnlar, and the quality perfectly unwholesome 1 must 
request the fai oui ot } oui immediate attention to this serious 
detect, and am, Sir, 

Yours, etc , 

SATOOURI BANERJL 

No 21 —(Representing a postal grievance ) 

209, KesG s Ro\d : 

Hoiorahi 5th June, 1890, 
To 

The POST MASTER, 

Howrah 

Sir, 

It IS uith much reorret that I beg to bring to jour 
notice the conduct of post peon No 5 Not only is this 
man m the habit of nevei delivering in the evening the letters 
that he receives at the third delivery and of bringing them 
to us so late as the next morning, but of miscairying letters. 
This inoining tuo letters were deliveied by this man at my 
house not addressed to me, which 1 beg to return berewitu 
Two days ago, this man delnered at the house of my neigh- 
bour, Babu Basanta Kumar Chaudhaii, Deputy Magiatiate, 
a post card, which I got from him only an hour ago I need 
not comment on such conduct I lespectfully beg you will 
see to it 

Yonis faithfully 
PROPULLA KUMAR RAE 

No 22 —(Giving an nnfavonraTile character of a servant ) 
Dear Sir, — In answer to your enquiries with regard to 
Mahadeo, I would state that he was in my service foi 2 weeks. 
I think he is honest and obliging, but so slovenly and care- 
less that I was obliged to disohaige him. 

Youis tiuly, 
SADHO BHATT. 

Machhli Bazar, 

Friday 
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No. 23 —(Enclosing currency note in payment of account ) 

Jagambabi, Benares' 
8th June, 1894. 

Dn vn Sir, 

Enclosed I be^ to band you a currency note for the 
amount ot 30 UI accoant, Ks. 20 Please acknowledge, and 
i eturn statement 1 oceipted The no of the note is given below 

Yours faithfully, 

NIL COMAL BHUTTACHARJL 
No 24 — (Req.uesting a friend to engage a house ) 

BaLI/IA 

20th June, 1894 

My dear Hari Khishn Babu, 

11 you have a moment to spare during the week, will 
} ou engage foi me a good house iieai the college, m one of 
the mam streets, if possible i Rent model ate, of course You 
might engage the house foi sis months, and I have such a 
confidence in your judgment that 1 leave the settlement of 
nil terms to you Wnte as soon as you decide, and we shall 
arrange for leaving Hoping to be excused foi this trespass 
on your tune, 

1 lemain. 

Yours faithfully, 
SHEO PROKASH 

No 25 —(Introducing a friend who is paying a visit to Agra ) 

12, CossiPORE Road, Cossipore; 
15th May, 1894 

My dear Jagat Dulal, 

The beat or of this, Babu Shib Chandra Ash, is about to 

E ay a visit to Agra As he has never been m that city before, 
0 requests me to inti oduce him to some one, who will give 
him the assistance ho may need in a place of which he knows 
nothing. Ho is a college friend of mine, and belongs to one 
of the most respectable families of this place. I have ventured 
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red to assuie him that he may depend on finding in you a 
friend whose experience and advice will be always at his dis- 
posal. Any sei vices that you may able to render my friend 
during his short stay at Agra will be regarded as a personal 
favour by 

Youis very truly, 

EADHIKA NATH OHUOKRABURTY, 

No 30 — (Req.uestine a landlord to repair house ) 

Ghattal 

19tU August,, 1893 

'Dear Sib, 

When 1 took yonr house it was on the distinot under- 
standing that you should keep it in a state of thorough re- 
pair 1 regret to say though 1 sent you word more than once 
that the root wanted reparation, you took no notice of it 
Owing to last niglit’s heavy rain, tliere has been a good deal 
of leakage and the water coming tin ongh has damaged my 
furniture considerably I give you notice theiefoie that 
unless the necessary repairs aie commenced at once, 1 will 
leave the house to-moriow. 


Yours faithfully, 
KASHI CHARANMITRA 


To 


CHAPTER IX. 

APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS. 

No 1 —(Applying for olerkship ) 

Jessore, 16th Mag, 1890. 

The traffic SUPERINTENDENT, 

Bastkbn Bengal Railway, 

^ Sealdak 

Sin, 

Healing that you reqiiiiea cleikm your office, I beg 
respectfully to offer myself as .i candidate foi the post. 

9 
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In addition to the testimonials enclosed, I am at liberty to 
refer you peisonally to the headmastoi, Arya Mission School, 
Calcutta, wheie I received my education I have a fair 
knowledge of English and am acquainted with piecis wilting 
and book-keeping This letter will show yon my hand- 
writing. 

I have the hononi to be, 

Sib, 

Youi most obedient seivant, 
KlRTl CHANDRA MAZUMDAR 

No 2 —(Applying for a tutorship ) 

Kalpi 

29th Fehruaiy, 1892 
To 

Babu CHANDRA KANT CHAUDfiURl, 

Zbbiindab, 

Cawnpore 

Sib, 

Today’s “Indian Union” publishes an adveitisement to 
the effect that von require a piivate tutor foi your son to 
coach him for the Enti anoe Examination of 1893, in answer 
to which, I beg leave to offer myself as a candidate 

With refeience to my qualifications, I beg to say that I 
am a B A of the Uuiveisity of Allahabad 

I enclose copies of testimonials which will show how far 
I have been successful in pnvate teaching 

I am. Sir, 

Youis obediently, 
MUKTESHWAR SINHA. 
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To 

Sir, 


No 3.— (Applying for a tutorship ) 

104, AivHU. Mistri’s Lane, CalcOtta : 

17th July, 1893. 


Bvbit SUin-yA KUMAR BISWAS 


Havmff lead your advei tisement in tbe "Statesman’* of 
yestet day’s is^nc for a pinate tutor in mathematics, I beg 
to appli foi the situation 

I have parsed the 13 A Examination uith honors in 
mathematics, and am at piesent studying m the 5th year 
class at the Presidency (College 

I have had a certain amount of experience in private 
teaching, as will appear from tbe enclosed testimonials ’ 

If 's ou require my services. 1 am piepared to devote two 
hours daily, Sundays and holidays excepted 

1 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Yonr obedient servant, 

TEJ KARAIN RAE 


No 4 —(Applying for a tutorship ) 

Sadarbazar, Agra. 

12th January, 1894. 

To 

ROSEAK LAL, Esq , 

Allahabad 

Sir. 

Ha\ mg seen your advertisement m to-da 3 ’'*s “ Morning 
Post” for ,i private tutor and supei visor for your childien, 1 
venture to offer my sei vices 

Anent my qualifications I bog to snbinit that though E 
have passed no University Examinations, I possess the other 
qualification, namely, experience, an expeiience of foui yeais 
as a pni ate tutor. 
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Enclosed copies of te&timonmls will show how greatly my 
services were valued by the Talnqdar of Gadia, Baiabanki 
District, whose childieh 1 coached for the University exami- 
nations, and by the Raja of Earsinghpur, whose tutor and 
Secretary I was for more than two years 

If you will be so good as to give me the post on probation, 
I think I shall be able to peiform the duties in such a man- 
ner as to justify you in making the appointment permanent 

Yours obediently, 

RAM SARUP 

No 5 —(Applying for a clerksliip ) 

Meerut 

25i/i January^ 1S94 

To 

The cantonment MAGISTRATE, 

Meerut 

Sir, 

Being given to understand that you want a junior cleik 
m your office, I beg to offer myself as a candidate for the 
situation 

I was educated at the Meerut Collegiate School I passed 
the Entrance Examination of 1889, obtaining a place in the 
second division 

I possess a pretty good acquaintance with accounts, and, 
as you will observe from this hand-writing, 1 am a fair pen- 
man 

I enclose copies of testimonials from the Principal, Mee- 
rut College, and some subordinate teachers 

I have the honour to he. 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient sei vant, 
NAND KISHORE SHARMA 
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No 6 —(Applying for a clerkship ) 

Jhansi City 
15t1i Fehuavy, 1894. 

To 

The loco SUPERINTENDENT, 

I M. Railway, 

Jhansi. 

Sib, 

Healing tliat tlieie is a vacancy m yonr office foi a 
clei k, 1 respecttully beg to offer myself as a candidate for 
the post 

1 have passed the English Middle Examination in the 
First giade, and am now preparing foi Matriculation, but as 
my circumstances do not allow me to prosecute my studies, I 
beg to offer you my sei vices 

Pandit Sura) Bali, Head Clerk in your office, has kindly 
promised to answer any enquiries that may be made with re- 
ference to my merits 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
BBHARI LAL. 

No 7 —(Applying for a clerkship ) 

JOHNSTONGANJ, AlLAHABAD : 

21st March., 1894 

To 

The judge, 

SsiALL Gaitse Court, 

Allahabad. 

Sir, 

Having been informed that your office is in want of a 
clerk, I beg to offer myself as a candidate for the situation 
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1 parsed the Groveinment An^lo-Veinaeular Middle Ex- 
amination in 1891, and the School Final Examination m 
1893, obtaining at the latter examination a place in the Grst 
giade 

I enclose copies of my certificates, which will vouch for 
my merits tind respectability 

If you wish to see me before filling up the post I 
shall be happy to wait on yon at any time you may 
appoint 

I have the honoui to he, 

SiK, 

Torn obedient servant, 

ARJUII PANDEY 

No 8 —(Applying for an Apprentiocsliip ) 

Baeabanki 

Bth June, 1893, 

To 

The deputy COMMISSIONER, 

Bakabanki 

Sib, 

Being infoimed that yon intend admitting some 
apprentices in the English Depaitment of yoni Conit, 1 beg 
lespectfully to request that I may be allowed to entei your 
oflSce to learn the duties of a dei k 

My fatbei, Munshi Wasih Muza, is a Municipal Commis- 
sioner, and has been in Government seivice for ovei twenty 
years He is at present at the head of the Couit of Wards, 
and personally known to you 

My age IS twent)', 1 was educated atthe Canning College, 
Lucknow I passed the Anglo-Yeinaoulai Middle Examina- 
tion in 1889, and the Eiitiance in 189 J At both the exami- 
nations, I was placed in the second grade 
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I enclose copies of testimonials received from the teachers 
of the Canning College. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient servant, 
SULTAN MIRZA. 

No 9 —(Applying for a teaoliersliip ) 

Nakivhas, Delhi 

25tli June, 1892. 

To 

The gentlemen OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 

Rifah-i-Am School 

Gentlemen, 

Undei standing that a vacancy for the situation of assis- 
tant master inyoui school has occuried, I beg to offer myself 
as a candidate for it. 

I graduated at the Delhi College in 1890. 

Fiom the enclosed testimonials you will perceive that I 
officiated foi a few months as temporal y master m the Colvin 
School, and that my system both of instruction and discipline 
gave consideiable satisfaction. 

Should you honour me with youi confidence, I tinst that 
by blending kindness with sti ict regulaiity and firmness of 
discipline, I shall give you no cause to regret your choice 

I have the honoui to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
HARNAM SINHA. 
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To 


No io —(Applying for a tutorship ) 

Atabsuiya, Allahabad 

16tli July, 1892 


Babu JWALA PERSHAD, 

OOLONELGANJ. 


Sib, 

Perceiving by your advertisement in the “ Morning 
Post ” of yesterday, that you are in want of a piivate tntoi 
foi your son, 1 beg to enclose testimonials, and venture to 
hope that from my pervious experience as a tutor, I should 
be able to give you satisfaction I am a student of the Muir 
Centi al College, reading in the third year class 1 should be 
able to give you any time that you might wish for in the 
moinings oi evenings In the middle of the day, 1 shall of 
courbe have to attend college I shall be happy to be m- 
foimed how many hours 1 shall have to attend and what 
salaiy vou will oifei , if you may engage my services Hoping 
that my application may be successful. 


I am, Sir, 
Tours obediently, 
RAJ EUMAR LAL 


No 11 —(Applying for a teaohership ) 

Santipub 
15th June, 1894 
To 

The SECRETARY, 

Municipal Boabd, 

, SanUpur 

Sib, 

Understanding that there is a vacancy in the Municipal 
School for a teacner, I beg to offer myself to your notice 
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1 was educated at the Ripoo College, Calcutta, and am a 
graduate of tbe Calcutta Univer'sity i passed the Entrance 
Bsammation in 1888 m the second division, the First Aits 
Examination in the fiist division in 1890, and the Bachelor 
of Ai ts Examination also in the first division m 1892 Added 
to this, 1 have spent one > ear at the Bengal Training Insti- 
tution, and am considered to be well grounded in all the 
knowledge required for the successful training of the boys 
for whom you wish to provide education 

Copies of my testimonials are submitted herewith 

I have the honour to be, 
Sm, 

Tour obedient servant. 
JAY KRISHYA MUKERJI. 


Ko 12 —(Applying for a teacliersliip ) 


To 

i 


Sib 


4, Ezra Stbeet, Calcutta . 
12lh June, 1889 


The SECRETARY, 

Arta Mission School 
Calcutta 


Being informed that the place of second master m your 
school IS vacant I beg leave to offer myself as a candidate 
foi It 


I graduated at the Ripon College in 1886, and have ever 
since devoted myself to the woik of teaching 

Enclosed you will find copies of my testimonials The 
Hon’ble Babu Surendra Ifath Banerji, Propiietor, Ripon 
College, has very kindly promised to answei any inquiiies 
.that may be made respecting my qnaliScations and character. 

I ha\e the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
CHANDRA KANTA BASE. 
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ITo 13 --(Reg[uesting permission to appeal at a competitive 
. examination ) 

Katra, Allahabad 
mh Maich, 1894 

To 

The post MASTER-GENERAL, 

N -W P AND OUDH, 

Luclnow. 

Sir, — I see fioni a notice in to-day’s “ Pioneei ’ that you 
have given orders to candidates foi employment inyoni office 
to appeal at a general examination to be conducted by you 
May 1 solicit the favour of joui peiraitting me to appear as a 
candidate ? 

I have studied at the Muii Gential College up to the B A 
standaid My age is 22, and I am a Bengali domiciled in 
these piovinces My second language was Peisian ' 

A medical ccitihcate IS foi warded beiewith Mr. Gough, 
Principal, Muii College, has pioraised to give you any in- 
foimation that ma} be needed as to my charactei and quali- 
fications 

I have the honoui to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

SRI NATH BAGCHI 


CHAPTER X 

FORMS OF COMMENCEMENT, CONCLUSION, ETC. 

The most difficult paits of a lettei to men are geneially 
the fiist and last benteiices Foi the convenience of students, 
a list of diffei ent v ii letios of expi ession in commencing and 
concluding letters is given below — 

A —FORMS OF OOJEMENOEMENT — 

1 — AcLnowlalgmrj letters — 

1 Youis to hand 
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2 Your kind lettei came to hand this morning 

5 Accept' m)* sincere thanks for your lavour of yester- 
day’s date. 

4 I have mnch pleasure in acknowledging leceipt of 

youi kind lettei. 

5 lam delighted to hear fiom yon 

S. Not many things on earth could give me greater 
pleasuie than the contents of youi kind note, just 
to hand. 

7 Youi kind letter afforded me liinch pleasure. 

8 1 am in due leeeipt of youi affectionate lettei 

9 Youi lettei duly reached me. 

10. Your most welcome lettei reached me yesterday. 

11. Youis was an unexpected lettei, though not the less 

welcome on that account 

12 Peimit me to give you my heartfelt thanks for your 

kind lettei 

13 1 was agieeably surpiised to leceive this moining 

youi kind lettei 

14 I nevei expected your lettei, and have been taken by 

suipiise by it 

15 Ybui lettei has gratified me not a little, and parti- 

culaily the consideiation that you have neglected 
nioie irapoitant duties to send it me 

16 1 w’as favouied this foienoon with j'our obliging 

letter 

17 1 received yours dated Hazaiibagb, 1st April, 1894 
IS Yours of 24th June is befoie me 

19 ‘ As cold watei to a thnstv soul, so is good news 

fiom a distant countiy” 



( 140 ) 

11 — Apologising for delaij in sending letter — 

20 Forsrive me at once, dear, and e\cr-detir, friend, my 

seeming negligence Yon cannot sit down and 
fancy the busy life I lead 

21 It has been owing to unrenutting hnrrj of business 

that I have not written to you long ere now 

22 The hurry of a candidate in this examination season, 

and the indolence of a student at all times and sea- 
sons, will, 1 hope, plead my excuse for neglecting 
so long to answer youi obliging letter 

23. I do not recollect that I have ever felt a severer pang 

of shame than on looking at the date of your 
obliging lettei 

24, Tour powers of reprehension must be great indeed, 

as I assure you they made my heart ache with 
penitential pangs, even though I was really not 
guilty 

25 1 confess I have sinned the sin for which there is 

hardly any forgiveness — ingratitude to friendship 
— in not writing you sooner, but of all men living, 
I intended to send you an entertaining letter , 
and by all Ihe plodding stupid poweis, that in 
nodding conceiced majesty pieside over the dull 
routine of business — a heavily solemn oath this! — 
I am, and have been evei since I came to Lucknow, 
as unfit to write a letter of humoui as to wi ite a 
genealogy of the Lord Buddha 

26 The hurry of my pieparation foi the examination has 

hindered me from peiforming my promise so soon 
as I intended 

27 I ought in good manneis to have acknowledged the 

receipt of your letter before this time, but my heart 
wai so shocked with the contents of it, that I 
could scarcely collect my thoughts to wiile to you 
on the subject 
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Yoiiis of the 9tli cut lent, which I am this moment 
honoured -with, is a deep leproach to me for nn- 
giatolul neglect 

29. When I tell you that by a fall, not from my horse, 
but with mj' horse, I have been a ciipple some time, 
and that this is the first day my arm and hand have 
been able to seive me in wilting, you >vill allow 
that It IS too good an apology for my seemingly 
ungiateful silence 

30 You will excuse me tor m) silence, when you con- 
sidei my huiriod life , 1 can only command staits 
of time 

31. Do not blame me please foi my silence , my own 
conscience, hackneyed and weather-beaten as it is 
in watching and repioving my vagaiies, follies, 
indolence, etc,, has continued to blame and punish 
me sufiiciently 

32 1 had been from home, and did not receive your letter 

until my leturn yesterday. 

33 1 am really a bad correspondent, otheiwise I should 

not have allowed j oui last letter so long to i emain 
unanswered. 

34 I should have written to you ore this, but 1 should 

do many other things, which I do not 

35 One thousand apologies to yon and one for my long 

silence. 

36 1 had better begin with an apology for my seeming 

negligence. 

37 Better late than never. 

38 Whenever I sit down to wute to you, I hesitate, foi 

my lettei is not even half so interesting as yours. 

39 1 cannot account foi my seeming indifference. 
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You like to hear from me , this indeed is a good 
reason why I should write But I have nothing 
to say , and is not this an equally good, if not a 
better, reason, why 1 should not wiite ? 

41 I considered it haidly proper to answer you in a'huiry, 

and so postponed writing you so long 

42 I beg you not to be angiy if you did not hoar from 

me eailier 

43 Two letters fiom you have leached me in succession, 

the second complaining of the neglect shown to the 
first It is haidly meet that you should tie your 
fi lends to such punctual coi respond enco You 
have every assurance of my affection and esteem, 
and must not be offended, if 1 say nothing, when 
I have nothing to say 

44 I blush when I look hack to the date of your too- 

long-unanswered letter , and were I not satisfied 
that the contents of my sheet of post must always 
be too unimpoitant to need apology, I should now 
leadily make one 

45 1 hope you will excuse the long delay I have made 

m sending the answer 

46 1 am afraid 1 have trespassed on your patience, if 

indeed so unimportant a thing as my communica- 
tion can have given you any thought at all 

47 I sincerely beg youi pardon for my ungrateful disre- 

gard of youi polite letter The inteivemng period 
has been so much taken up, on the one hand, by 
ill health, and, on the othei, by occupations of the 
most indispensable kind, that I have neglect- 
ed almost all my friends, and you amongst the 
rest 

48, Thank you for taking the blame of our neglected 
correspondence on your own shoulders I thought 
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if. rested else-whoie Thiico have 1 begnn to write 
to you — once m Bengali, and twice in English ; 
and each tune have the fates opposed themselves 
to the coinplotjon of my design Wo, honevei, 
arc natin.vlly di-sposed to foigive, because we aie, 
as fai as intention goes, mutual offendeis 
49. I should ha\e written to you eailier, but then I mis- 
laid }oni lettei and foigot yonr address 

50 Piessuie of bnsiness did not peiuiit me to send }ou 

an earhei leply, 

111 — Apoloptsing for writing — 

51 A long time lias passed since I wrote to } on, and still 

longei since 1 heaid liom jou, but yon aie ac- 
quainted with my nnceiemonious disposition, and 
will, I hope pnidon me for obtinding, an unbidden 
guest, on 3 oui notice 

52, Undei standing that a line fiom me will by no means 
be leceived nnfavoui.ibly by you, I make bold to 
pen the following. 

53 It IS now man}'- months since 1 wioto to yon, and I 
have not received any answer. I should not have 
tioubled you with this lettei, but then, considering 
hoAV much I owe to yon, I thought the rules and 
obseiv.auces of stiict etiquette might with moial 
piopnety be dispensed with 

54. Nothing short of a kind of absolute necessity could 

have made me trouble you svith this lettei 

55. I have wiitten to you so often, without receiving any 

answei , that I would not tiouble you again, but for 
the ciicumstances in which I am 

56. The kind intei est joxx take in me is my apology for 

ti oubling you with this lettei 

57. Accept ray apology for this trespass on your valuable 

time 
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58 As often as I think of writing to yon which has been 

three or four times every week, this six months, it 
gives mo something so like the idea of an ordinary 
statue ofiFenng at a conversation v ith the Ehodian 
Colossus, that my mind misgii cs me, and the affair 
always miscarries somewhere between purpose and 
resoh e I have, at last, got some business with vou, 
and business-letters are wutten by the st}le-book 

59 I have a good while had a wish to trouble I’ou with 

a letter, and had ceitainly done it long ore nov, but 
foi a humiliatmg something that tbiows cold water 
on the resolution, .is if one should say, “ Hem 
Chandra Balm h is got a kind heart, but why take 
advantage ot it ‘i” 

J\~ — Complaining of silence . — 

60 Where are yon ? And what are yon doing ? Can 

you be that son of le\it\ , w'ho takes up a friendship, 
as he takes up a fashion ? Or are 3 ou like some 
other of the worthiest fellows in the world, the 
Victim of indolence, laden with fettcis of ever- 
increasing weight ^ 

o o 

61 If you care for m 3 peace, you would bieak 3 *our cruel 

silence 

62 I have been torturing m 3 * philosophy to no purpose 

to account for 3 *our cruel silence 

63 Did I not hear fiom Kampta Prasad that 3 *ou were at 

Mozuffernagai, and all hale and heart}', I should 
give 3 ou up for lost 

64 I am a good deal surprised at not having heard from 

3 *ou in answer to my last 

65 As it costs one but a pice to send an intimation of 
one s w elfare, I wonder wh}' 3 'on should not send it 

I am indeed offended with 3 'ou, and 1 dare say 30 a 
know the leason very well. 


66 
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(57. I am impatient to tell you that I am impatient to 
Tccei\ e your letter. 

68 Truly 1 am grieved tliat you should neglect me so 
gieatly. 

69. The rea‘<on is obvious why you fail to correspond 
^Yltll me . tlio advantage would be all on my side, 
without anything to compensate for the trouble on 
yours. 

70 I fancy both you and I wish to experiment which 

could hold out longer without wilting. I confess I 
am the vanquished pai ty. 

t 

71 I cannot account for your long silence. It has made 

me very anxious, but I hope you aie well. 

72. A long time has passed since I heard from you. 

75. I must -say it is exceedingly cruel of you not to 

answer my enquuios so long. 

74 If you will not quote Solomon, 1 will. He says, aud 
as beautifully as trul}’’ — “ Hopo deferred raaketh the 
heartsick. ’ I feel how much reason he had on his 
side, when he made this remark, and am myself 
sick of your fortnight’s delay 

B -POLITE FORMS OF REQUEST — 

'75. I should esteem it a great favour, if you would send. 

76. I should be highly (much) obliged, if you would send. 

77. You would greatly oblige me by sending, 

78. May 1 trouble you to send ? 

79. I shall be veiy much obliged, if you will send, 

80. Will (would) you kindly send ’ 

81. Will (would) you bo kind enough to send ? 

82 Will (would) you be so kind as to send ? 

8«), Will (would) yon have the goodness to send ? 

10 



( 146 ) 

C —FORMS OF COMMAND — 

84 You -will be good enough to send 

85 I will thank you to send 

86 Have the goodness to send. 

87 Be good enough to send 

88 Be so kind as to send. 

89. Oblige me my sending 

90 1 shall be glad if jou will send 

91 I shall be obliged it you will seni 

92 I should be glad if you would se: 

93 1 shall be obliged by your sendin; 

94 Please send 

95 Kindly send 

D— FORMS OF CONCLUSION — 

V — Sending love, etc 

96 I have by this time tired your patience , so 1 con- 

clude with begging yon to give Mnnshi Suraj Sahai 
not my compliments, for that is a lueie common- 
place story, but my warmest, kindest wishes for his 
welfaie , and accept of the same for yourself, from. 
Dear Sir, yours, etc Adya Pei shad. 

97. Wishing you all success and prosperity, I am, with 
real regards and esteem, Dear Sir, yours sin- 
cerely, — 

98 With my very best compliments and good wishes, I 

remain, in the most comptehensive sense of the 
word, your very sincere friend, 

99 G-ive my dear brothers and sisters a dozen kisses each 

foi me, and bless, my dear mother, your dutiful 
and affectionate son, 

100 With m> Pionams to mother, and love to children, I 

remain, yours affectionately, 

With kindest regaids to all at home, I remain, now 
and for evei, youis, 


j- Pereraptoiy 
Less peremptory. 


1 


Polite. 


101 . 
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102 With the sincerest wishes for your success in life, 1 

lemain, youi affectionate brother, . 

103. Wishing you a happy new year and many a return 
of the same, I am yours most sincerely, 

104 Give my love to all, and believe me, your affectionate 

brother, 

105 Accept assuiaiices of the warm affection with which 

1 subscribe myself, your dutiful nephew, . 

106 Reraembei me to all in your house, and believe me 

jouis etc—— 

107. We are all well and unite in kind love to you. Be- 
lieve me, yours etc 

108 We are well, and hoping yon all to be the same, I re- 

main, etc 

109 Trusting you are enjoying the best of health, 1 am, 

yours, etc. 

110 Believe me, yours, while life remains, . 

111 In haste to catch post, with love, 1 remain, etc 

112 1 am with great sincerity, your well-wisher, 

113 Wishing you all earthly happiness, I remain, etc. 

114 I have nothing more to tell you foi the present, so 1 

close this note with kind love, and remain, your 
loving brother, Samarth Lai. 

115. That you may always continue happy is the most ear- 

nest prayer of, etc. 

116. Farewell I Whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 

things are gentle, whatsoever things are charitable, 
whatsoever things are kiud, think on them, and 
think on . 

117. Adieu I Whenever you are disposed to write a letter, 

think on, etc. 

118 Pi ay let me heai fiom yon at yonr convenience, and 
believe me, my dear sir, your friend and fellow- 
traveller in the tearful sojourn of life, . 
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CHAPTEE XI 

A —OUTLINES TO BE EXPANDED INTO LETTERS 
No. 1 —(To a friend returning a took.) 

1 Very much grateful for the loan 

2. The book is now letuined 

3. How you liked the book 

No 2 —(Ordering a toookaeUer foi some "books ) 

1 A list of the required books 

2 The books to be sent per rail and the railway receipt 

per V. P P 

3 The weight of the parcel must not exceed — seers. 

4 The usual discount should be allowed 

No. 3 — (Complaining to a bookseller ol an error in an Invoice ) 

1, Invoice received 

2 You are charged with 5 copies of Nesfield’s Grammar 
that you neither ordered nor received 
3. The error should be lectified 

No 4 — (Applioation for tutorship ) 

1 Have seen adveitisement for tutor in , beg leave 

to apply 

2 Age, school, experience (if any ) 

3 Charactei 

No 6 —(Recommending a oook ) 

1 Kesho Tewan is willing, honest, capable 

2 He was in your kitchen for 

5 He only did plain cooking , you know nothing of his 

capacity for fancy cooking. 

No 6 —(To a friend about the last summer vacation.) 

1 Where you spent it 

2, How jou spent it 

3. With whom jou spent it 

4. Make the same enquiries of youi iiiend 
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Ho 7 —(To parents on coming to scliool fortlie first time ) 

1 Feel separation from home and friends 

2. Have to work hard. 

3. Yonr mnstei and fellow-stndents all kind ; yet you 

look forward to first holiday. 

No. 8 —(To your fatter desontlng Inspector's visit 
to your school ) 

1. When the Inspector armed; how the headmaster 

received him. 

2. When the Inspector visited youi class ; what ques- 

tions he pnt 3 *ou, if yonr answers gave him satis- 
faction , what remarks, if any. he made after exa- 
mining vonr class. 

3 Whether the Inspector was pleased with your school 
No 9— (To a friend inviting him to join a rowing party )' 

1. Kext Friday a holiday, yon propo'^o a daj’s boating. 

2 You are to leave at 4 P M , take boat and row in turns 

two at a time. 

3 You hope to be able to muster a part}* of 9 or 30 

4 You hope to hare a delightful time on the river 

5 Your friend should write a line to sav that Jie would 

join you. 

No 10— (To your mother describing your visit to 
your maternal uncle ) 

1 Your lourney to — ; when you reached the Rly 

station, \\ ho met you. 

2 Your an ival at your uncle^s ; whom you saw, how 

3 'ou weie received 

3 TTbat you have been doins 

4 IVhen you think of retuining. 
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No 11 —(Congratulating a friend upon his birthday ) 

1 The anniversary of your friend’s seventeenth birth- 

day 

2 Yon offer your congratulations and sincere good 
wishes 

3 All your friends unite in offering congiatnlations 

4 Ton hope that eveiy sncceeding year will find }onr 

friend happier 

No 12 —(Applying to teacher for leave for absence ) 

1 You have been suffering from since last night ; 

feel too weak to attend school 

2 You send youi exercise book through 

3 Ton hope to be able to attend school to-morrow 

No 13 —(Applying for extension of leave ) 

1 Yon have not yet recovered fnlly fiom the effects 

of . 

2 Medical certificate is enclosed 

3 Ask for an extension of leave for a week 

No. 14 —(Applying for remission of tuition fee ) 

1 Tour guardian has come nndei reduction 

2 Yon regularly paid tuition fee and all other dues of 
the school 

3 For the present you are not in a position to pay , 
request the favour of being exempted 

4 Offer your thanks for all pa'it kindness 

No 16,— (Inviting a friend ) 

1 A dinner party to be held on 24th Instant at 11 
o’clock 

2 Your birthday, several fiiends coming 

3 Dinner in orchard, then cricket in field 

4 Hope your friend will be able to come by 10. 
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No. 16 — {Accepting Invitation.) 

1. Thanks for invitation ; happy to bo able to accept 

2. Hope to have a jolly paity. 

No. 17.— {DooWiitiie Invitation J 

1. Thanks for invitation ; arc very soiry for your inabi- 
litj to accept. 

2 Sony io loso chance of pa<?sing a pleasant day, hut 
lia\o to attend school and there is no help. 

3. Hope your friend will have a jolly party and many 
happy returns. 

No. 18.— (To a relative offering tlianlcs for a present ) 

1. Aie simply dclighlod to receive tho watch. 

2. Often wished for it; will take great care of it. 

3 V!\\\ never look at it without thinking of tho kind 
giver 

No 19.— (To toaohor apologising for a favour asked for.) 

1. ' Had applied for a tutorship, 

2 Were asked to name some one who might speak as 
to qualifications, 

3. Took tho liberty to name your teacher. 

4 Hope to bo oveused. 

No 20 —{Thanking a tcachor for past kindness.) 

L An opening having oconirodand ciicnmstanccs not 
permitting to prosceuto your studies, request permission to 
leave school. 

2. Offer thanks for all past kindness. 

3. Hover shall forget all you owe to yonr teacher ; 
shall always try to do credit to your school. 
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'■B -SUBJEOIS FOR LETTERS 

I. Yoni last esamination 

2 Aiiy fait which you have seen 

3. A request to the manager of a caipet fACtOiy to show 
your paity ovei his factory. 

4. IVhat you propose domg during the nsxt summer 
vacafrwn. ' 

5 A description of Dnrga Pnja to a friond who lives 
in a place where Dnrga Pnja is not mnch regarded. 

6. A day at your school. 

7 A holiday 

\ 

8 A ciicket match. 

-- 9. Any journey which you have made, 

10 Why you love your friend so mnoh 

II. Thanks to yonr uncle for presenting you with books. 

12. A note to your friend inviting him to join in a 
pleasure tup. _ t 

13 How yon spent your Ramlila holiday^ 

14. A letter acknowledging 'receipt of books from a 
school book depot. 

15 A letter to your friend inviting him to spend his 
holidays with you 

16. To a neighbour enquiring about the chaiactor of a 
servant. 


EINIS 
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